Saving Indiana Songbirds Starts in Our Forests
The diversity of birds is declining with the loss of their habitats. A new program, Forestry for the Birds, led by The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), brings forest managers and bird lovers together to promote the well-being of both—
and all who depend upon them.
From The Nature Conservancy Indiana website, posted 4/05/22, accessed 08/24/22.
By now, even those of us who can’t tell a warbler from a
woodpecker have likely heard the news: Songbird populations
are disappearing at an alarming rate around the world. Since
1970, North America alone has lost more than 2.9 billion birds,
according to a recent study published in the journal Science
(https://www.science.org/content/article/three-billion-northamerican-birds-have-vanished-1970-surveys-show). That adds
up to a 29% decline in less than half a century, or more than
one in four birds.
And our fate is indeed tied to the birds. From coffee to clean
water—not to mention intrigue that drives a nearly $100
billion birdwatching industry—human needs are inextricably
linked to the feathered kind in a complex web of life called
biodiversity.
Here in Indiana, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is working to
address one of the main causes of the bird decline and that of
biodiversity worldwide: habitat loss. Acknowledging that 97%
of Indiana’s 5 million forested acres are privately held, Forestry
for the Birds provides private landowners with the tools they
need for enhanced forest management.

Hooded warbler (Wilsonia citrina), Photo credit: Vern Wilkins,
Indiana University, Bugwood.org
Ensuring a variety of birds thrive for generations to come
means promoting a diversity of forest types—old and
young, shrubby and tall, from canopy to understory. Working
continued on page 6

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS

Annual Woodland Owner Conference

Keynote Introduces Forestry for
the Birds Project • November 4-5
Mark your calendars and plan to join us at the beautiful Clifty
Falls State Park in Madison for field tours, networking and
learning opportunities. A highlight of our Saturday program
is a keynote by forester Allen Pursell about the new “Forestry
for the Birds” project. We are thrilled to learn how we can
encourage these songbirds to use our properties. See more
information about the meeting on pages 10-11. See you there!

www.ifwoa.org
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Spotted Lanternfly found in Huntington County
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SLF can be easily moved
from one location to
another on cars, trucks, and
various outdoor articles
so it is important to check
items before you move
them. Landowners should
be vigilant and watching
for this invasive pest. If you
suspect you may have seen
spotted lanternfly in your
Old egg mass, 4th instar nymph and adult of spotted lanterfly (SLF)
area please contact us at
DEPP@dnr.IN.gov or 866-NO-EXOTIC (866-663-9684). Leave your name, contact information
and the county in which you live.

Sentinel Landscapes
More than 3.5 million acres in Southern
Indiana have been designated as a Sentinel
Landscape, part of a federal program
aimed at strengthening military readiness,
conserving natural resources, protecting
critical habitat, enhancing America’s
working lands, and helping prepare Indiana
for environmental changes. The Sentinel
Landscapes partnership, comprised
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA), Department of Defense (DoD), and
Department of Interior (DOI), announced
Southern Indiana as one of three new
additions to the Sentinel Landscape program,
and one of only ten in the country.
Beginning about 20 miles south of
Indianapolis, the Southern Indiana Sentinel
Landscape comprises a unique patchwork of
land uses. The Landscape is anchored by four
critical Department of Defense installations
and ranges: Naval Support Activity Crane,
the Lake Glendora Test Facility, Atterbury,
Muscatatuck Training Center, and the Indiana
Air Range Complex. The Landscape also
contains six state parks, seven state forests,

nine state fish and wildlife areas, 39 statededicated nature preserves, one National
Forest, and three National Wildlife Refuges.
Much of the land surrounding the Southern
Indiana Sentinel Landscape installations is
forested or agricultural. These natural and
working lands provides an opportunity for
partners and stakeholders to sustainably
manage forests, build soil health and
resiliency on agricultural lands, improve
ecosystem health, and maintain areas
compatible with the military mission. Within
the first five years as a sentinel landscape,
the Southern Indiana Sentinel Landscape
aims to enhance forestland management
including oak and hickory regeneration,
reforestation projects, and invasive species
removal; protect sensitive floodplains and
wetland corridors; promote agricultural
best management practices; and connect
natural lands for habitat and recreation
opportunities. Learn more about the Indiana
Sentinel Landscapes program at https://
conservationlawcenter.org/sentinel.

HTIRC 2021 Annual Report
The Hardwood Tree Improvement & Regeneration Center annual report in now available,
with updates on tree improvement, forest management and forest health research projects.
See https://htirc.org/annual-report/.

Credit: Indiana DNR

OFFICERS

In July spotted lanternfly (SLF) was found in Huntington. After surveying the area SLF
was found in about a 30-acre area west of downtown. At this point it is unknown how the
infestation started, but it’s possible it showed up via rail or on vehicular traffic and has likely
been there for several years. Old egg masses were present and many trees were coated with
honey dew and sooty mold from the insect’s feeding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE IFWOA PRESIDENT
If you recall my photo from the
IFWOA summer newsletter, you
discovered I am an outdoors
sportsman. One person I relate to
as a blood brother in the outdoors
is Steven Rinella. Rinella is an
outdoorsman, conservationist,
writer and television personality
who is renowned for translating the
hunting and fishing lifestyle to a
Lee Huss, IFWOA president wide variety of audiences. He is host
of MeatEater, a weekly hunting show on Netflix. He defends
hunting and advocates that hunters are compelled by nature
to be stewards of the land and protectors of their chosen prey
species.
In a recent interview, Rinella stated that he believes that
today sportsmen most likely are living in the best days that
can be made for a hunter. He explained how his grandfather
in Michigan never could deer and turkey hunt because of
habitat loss and closed hunting seasons which resulted from
the over harvesting of game. Country-wide, through years of
work by natural resource professionals, conservation groups,
private landowners and yes, even elected officials, we are for
the most part, enjoying optimal natural habitat for us to enjoy
on both public and private lands. So, is this as good as it gets
for hunting; are we living during the best years of public and
private forestry management in Indiana?
Beginning in 1830 Indiana experienced 70 years of intense
deforestation. By 1900, only 7% of Indiana’s forest remained.
Many forested areas in southern Indiana were cleared for
farming and the results were devastating for the land. This
dramatic change led to an increased focus on Indiana’s forest.
Wisely in 1901, the Indiana legislature passed House Bill 192
to establish the Indiana State Board of Forestry and appointed
Charles Deam as State Forester in 1909.
Although Deam is most well-known for his detailed
documentation of native Indiana plant life through his books,
he is also considered the father of sustainable Indiana forestry
and was an early advocate for importance of trees and their
impact on soil erosion.
Deam stayed on as State Forester under the new Department
of Conservation headed by Richard Lieber in 1919, where
he focused on developing educational materials to promote
woodland management. Even so by 1920 timberland in Indiana
continued to decline at such a rate that Deam predicted Indiana
would be treeless in 15 years.
What was needed was a paradigm shift. Up until 1921, farmers
were taxed on all land they owned whether farmed or not. In
that year Deam, Lieber and the Indiana legislature enacted the
Indiana Forest Classification Act. This act encouraged proper
timber management and watershed protection on private

forests. It offered a reduction of property taxes as an incentive
for landowners to enroll their unused forest lands in the
program.
Today through the Indiana Classified Forest & Wildlands
program a total of more than 800,000 acres are now enrolled
and protected. This program has become one of the premier
private forest woodland ownership programs in the US and has
been used as a model by other states.
At the heart of the program is the interaction of the district
forester and the landowner who together develop a
management plan based on landowner goals. According to
IDNR statistics, in 2021 alone district foresters met with 3,713
landowners owning 175,000 acres to prepare and write 2,600
stewardship plans and 550 practice plans for tree plantings and
invasive controls and performed 260 site inspections of timber
harvests. More importantly, 240 tracts totaling 9,400 acres of
new properties were added.
I am thankful Hoosiers heeded Charles Deam’s call to action.
Now, Indiana’s forest land base has grown to 20% totaling 4.7
million acres. Also, since 1960 the rate of timber growth has
exceeded the rate of removal – which has resulted in 70% of
Indiana woodlands dominated by trees in the 60-100 year
age class. This has provided increased habitat for wildlife that
benefits from mature oak, hickory, maple and beech forests. So
yes, we are living in good times for sportsmen in Indiana, but
work must go on.
Only 10% of our forests are considered young early successional
oak forest land which is required as habitat by many species
which includes our migratory songbirds. Without aggressive
management now to ensure oak stays on the landscape these
songbird and wildlife populations will crash. This will require
public outreach and re-education to overcome the timberharvest bad/let-nature-take-its-course-is-best mentality
and instead to emphasize timber harvest techniques that
promote an uneven age diverse sustainable forest patchwork
management goal. We as private woodland landowners can and
should help to lead this effort.
In closing, I invite you to consider attending the IFWOA Annual
Woodland Owners Conference on November 4th -5th at Clifty
Falls State Park in Madison. This event is an opportunity to
meet and interact with other forest woodland owners and
pick up knowledge to assist you with your forest woodland
management goals.
The keynote speaker is Allen Pursell, Director of Forest Programs
for the Sam Shine Foundation, who will be discussing the new
Indiana and Central Hardwoods Region Forestry for the Birds
initiative sponsored by The Nature Conservancy. And of course,
one of the highlights will be the announcement of the Charles
Deam Forest Stewardship Award winner. Hope to see you there!
Lee Huss
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BOARD OF DIREC TORS BY AREA

District 1

District 4

At Large

2023: Claude Diehl
8315 State Road 26 W
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 583-0526
diehl421@gmail.com
2024: Hugh Pence
(see officers on page 2)

2022: Martha Avery
PO Box 384
Carthage, IN 46115
(303) 301-4695
martha.avery04@gmail.com

(representing all districts)
2022: Don Fry
1816 Ravinia Rd
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 430-8060
dbj4715@aol.com
2022: Lenny Farlee
(see officers on page 2)
2022: Chris Gonso
525 N Byerly Rd
Coal City, IN 47427
(317) 690-4738
chrisgonso@gmail.com

District 2
2022: Bill Freeman
7839 Bellsville Pike
Nashville, IN 47448
(317) 432-5241
billfreeman@tudorhill.net
2024: Raoul Moore
11 Locust Hill
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
(765) 230-6282

District 5
2022: Judi Brown
6800 S. Kyana Rd.
Birdseye, IN 47513
(812) 236-2243
judi.brown@in.nacdnet.net
2024: Jim Hochgesang
3334 E Schnellville Rd
Jasper, IN 47546-3437
(812) 634-1814

2023: Richard Newton
9611 S. 425 E.
Marengo, IN 47140
(812) 365-2495
cedarman@netpointe.com
2024: Steve Wertz
1106 S 725 W
Goldsmith, IN 46045
(765) 963-2133
Steve.a.wertz@gmail.com

District 3
2023: John Stambaugh
182 Pinhook Rd
Bedford, IN 47421
(812) 863-7272
forester@custom.net
2023: Dan Lynch
9715 Trilobi Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46236
(317) 823-0793
dflynch4@comcast.net

2024: Lee Huss
(see officers on page 2)

IFWOA Board Seeking Interested Members
Callout For District 4 Members
We are always looking for volunteers to serve on the board in the future. Board members are asked to participate in
person or via phone at 4 board meetings per year plus provide voluntary input on monthly email discussions about
IFWOA strategic directions and activities. They are also asked to judge district Deam nominations in July each year.
We have two openings in District 4 (Rush to Union Counties in the north, down to Switzerland to Floyd Counties in
the South) and would especially request that members in that area consider volunteering.
If you are interested in serving on the board, please contact the office at 765-496-5013 or email ifwoa1@gmail.com.
The Nominating Committee will review any potential candidates and select the final slate.

Slate Selected for IFWOA Board Elections
The slate of candidates for the election of the Board of Directors for the next 3-year term (2023-2025) is:
District 2: Bill Freeman (Nashville)
District 4: OPEN
District 4: OPEN

District 5: Judi Brown (Birdseye)
At large: Don Fry (West Lafayette)
At large: Lenny Farlee (Lafayette)

The final slate will be presented for approval at the November annual meeting.
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Deam Finalists’ Excellent Stewardship to be Recognized
Four Charles Deam Forestry Stewardship Award district
finalists, along with their foresters, will be recognized at the
awards presentation at our annual meeting banquet the
evening of Saturday, November 5th. As usual, this year’s
finalists embody the purpose of the Deam Award; they are
model examples of landowners practicing some of the best
forest stewardship in the state.
The Deam awards program accepts nominations from
around the state. From the statewide nominations, a finalist
from each district was selected after a property tour. There
were no nominations from District 5.
The district finalists are:

2021 Deam Award finalist Bill Fielding (center) discusses his
District 1: Mark Krumanaker, nominator Amanda Smith,
woodland management during the Deam judging.
district forester
District 2: Bill, Karen & Stephen Beard, nominator Sara Campfield, Putnam County SWCD
District 3: Ray Chattin, nominator Will Drews, Knox County SWCD
District 4: David & Mary Ray, nominator Terry Ault, Jackson County SWCD
The state winner will be selected by a team of state judges during a late September tour of each of the properties. All finalists
receive a plaque and the state winner also receives a property sign and $100 check.

District Nominees Share their Passion

Distinguished Foresters to be Recognized

In the first round of judging, all the nominees from each
district are visited by IFWOA board members, and one is
selected to represent their district as a finalist.

Also at the awards program, we will recognize foresters who
have shown exemplary service to Indiana forestry with the
John Datena Distinguished Forester Service award. This “Hall
of Fame” consists of foresters nominated and selected by
IFWOA, IN Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association, Society of
American Foresters, and Association of Consulting Foresters
working together. We look forward to honoring this year’s
class on November 5th.

IFWOA would like to recognize these nominees for their
stewardship and passion for woodland management. We
thank them for the efforts and taking the time to let us
visit their property: Patricia Szafranski, Kristen Bellisario,
Dave Wagner, Ted Markley, Elizabeth Faulkner, Echo Hill
Farms PLL (Gary Schroeder, Robert Schroeder), David
Argo, Richard Boyer, and Brian Whitesell.

Welcome New Members
Please join me in welcoming these new members who
have joined since the last newsletter. Thank you for your
support!
Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District,
Bloomington
Kathryn & Christopher Poling, Indianapolis
Larry & Lora Scott, Roachdale
Nathan Scott, Roachdale
Rachel Scott, Indianapolis
Audrey Smith, Indianapolis
John Smith, Gunnison, CO
David Wagner, Bedford

A resource
management
trail in
Yellowwood
State Forest
has interpretive
signs about
the forest and
management
activities. Signage
was developed by
Indiana Division
of Forestry with
financial support
from IFEF.

www.ifwoa.org
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Saving Indiana Songbirds Starts in Our Forests

continued from page 1

Photo credit: Brandon Connare, Ball State University

with birders, ornithologists, foresters and wildlife biologists,
Forestry for the Birds will support strategies that can benefit
both forest management and bird communities.

The Birders’ Dozen in Indiana
The Birders’ Dozen is a list of thirteen species that were
carefully selected for inclusion in this program by The
Nature Conservancy and an independent team of birders,
ornithologists and conservationists. In general, the species on
this list:
•
•
•

Nest in the Central Hardwoods region
Are easy to identify by sight and/or sound
Need conservation action through targeted management,
often due to range-wide or local population declines

These birds, with a wide range of habitat requirements, offer
a place to start for landowners and professional foresters. The
birder’s dozen include:
•
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
•
Wood Thrush
•
Black-billed Cuckoo
•
Eastern Towhee
•
Eastern Whip-poor-will
•
Yellow-breasted Chat
•
American Woodcock
•
Baltimore Oriole
•
Eastern Screech Owl
•
Worm-eating Warbler
•
Red-headed
•
Hooded Warbler
Woodpecker
•
Cerulean Warbler

Resources
Forestry for the Birds Pocket Guide: This Pocket Guide provides
bird-focused information about habitat management for
landowners and managers, but particularly those interested

Learn more about the
“Birder’s Dozen” birds
The Woodland Steward newsletter (www.inwoodlands.
org) is profiling each of the 13 birds in the Forestry for
the Birds program, 1
per issue. See recent
issues for information
on the Red-headed
woodpecker, American
woodcock, and
Baltimore oriole and
watch future issues for
the rest of the “birder’s
dozen.”
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This female Cerulean warbler (Setophaga cerulea) is one of many
being studied on the Hardwood Ecosystem Experiment to better
understand their habitat needs.
in managing their lands for birds. View/Download the Pocket
Guide: https://www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature/en/
documents/Forestry-for-the-Bird-Pocket-Guide-April2022.pdf
The above story is from the TNC website, and includes a
short video about the program, plus photos, bird calls and
information on each of the birds listed. See https://www.nature.
org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/indiana/
stories-in-indiana/forestry-for-the-birds/#:~:text=The%20
diversity%20of%20birds%20is,all%20who%20depend%20
upon%20them

Bird ID info at
your fingertips
Learn more about the birds
on your property with The
Cornell Lab’s Merlin Bird ID
phone app, excellent for
beginning and intermediate
bird watchers. Get photos
and ID information for 8500+
species. Sound ID listens to
the birds around you and
shows real-time suggestions
for who’s singing. Store a
library of your photos and
recordings and a life list of
birds you have encountered.
Go to your smartphone
app store to download the
Merlin app.
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IFWOA Board Member Spotlight
This issue we are highlighting board member Don Fry of West Lafayette,
Indiana.
What county do you own woodlands?
97 acres in Vigo County, Indiana. Originally my wife Becky and I purchased
40 landlocked acres while I was serving in the Army getting ready to move
to Germany. Then thirty years later we were able to purchase the front 57
acres that connected to our original property.
How many years on the IFWOA board?
Just completing my first three-year membership on the board and plan
to continue for another term. Wish I would have become more involved
earlier.
What do you like about your IFWOA membership?
We first joined after meeting our District Forester in the early 1980’s
who encouraged us to join. Attending the IFWOA annual meeting and
conference
helped us
immensely in
understanding
the important
responsibility
we have in
preserving and
protecting the
woodland and
wildlife. Even
though our
property was
‘way out in the
country’ in 1980,
more and more
people have
Don Fry
moved closer and
various subdivisions developed. What we have learned from other IFWOA
members, consultants, and foresters is that there’s a tremendous need
to protect the space where you can have beautiful trees, grow valuable
timber, and improve habitat for wildlife and pollinators.
What advice do you have for new woodland owners?
Be observant of what you have on your land. Unlike having row crops on a
farm, time is on your side in following the advice of the many local, county,
state and national resources you have to maintain and improve your
property. Our three children and now our grandchildren have enjoyed
the many aspects of our tree farm – planting trees, doing invasive species
work, preparing for pollinator planting, and appreciating the many bird
and wildlife species they get to observe. We are retired now and get to
spend a lot of time doing the many activities to improve and enjoy what
we have. We live two hours from our property so we spend many miles in
our usually trusty pickup truck to make up for years overseas and living
in other states. Joining IFWOA and being involved in an organization that
directly connects you to becoming better stewards of your property, no
matter the size, can provide you with a multitude of people and methods
to make for a happier experience and more fulfillment for maintaining a
natural habitat to enjoy.

One of many of our 27-year-old Superb trees
One of many of our 27-year-old Superb trees
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New Initiative “Let The Sun Shine In – Indiana” Will Work to
Restore The State’s Oak-Hickory Forests
Open oak-dominated forests are ideal habitat for a
wide array of woodland bird species, but they’ve been
disappearing since humans began suppressing fire on the
landscape.

can live in the resulting low-light conditions. That makes
these forests a less appealing home to birds like Prairie
Warbler, Red-headed Woodpecker, Blue-winged Warbler,
and Northern Bobwhite.

(July 5, 2022) Southern Indiana’s forests are growing darker,
making them more homogenous and emptier of birdlife.
Trees like beech and maple have proliferated since humans
began suppressing fire in the region, choking out the sunlight
that oak trees and other important sources of food and shelter
for birds need to thrive. This year, American Bird Conservancy
(ABC) has teamed up with more than a dozen public and
private partners including The Nature Conservancy, Purdue
University Extension, Indiana Department of Natural
Resources – Division of Forestry, and US Forest Service to
bring back the oaks. The new
initiative is called Let the Sun
Shine In – Indiana (LSSI –
Indiana).

In southern Indiana, young oaks haven’t had the chance to
get established for decades. On the current trajectory, once
the existing mature oaks and hickories die, other species will
replace them.

“We are in danger of losing
the oak-hickory ecosystem in
southern Indiana,” said Kyle
Brazil, Central Hardwoods
Joint Venture (https://www.
chjv.org/) Conservation
Delivery Coordinator at ABC.
“We need to let the sun shine
in, because with sunshine
comes life.”

“Oak-hickory ecosystems in this day and age require
active management to persist,” Brazil said. “Without active
management, we will lose the oak-hickory ecosystem and
the plants and animals it supports.”
LSSI – Indiana will recover and maintain oak-hickory
ecosystems using a hands-on approach. Partners will work
together to conduct sciencebased tree harvests to open
the canopy. This will let
sunshine reach the ground,
enabling oak saplings and
groundcover to flourish. Then,
the team will use carefully
applied prescribed fire to
enhance and maintain the
treatment. The process will
take several years.

ABC and other partners will
also help educate the public
about the importance of
A oak-hickory ecosystem landscape, credit USDA Forest Service
For thousands of years,
active management in these
southern Indiana’s landscape
forests. Cutting down trees and using fire can seem like
was home to vast stretches of open-canopy oak-hickory
counter-intuitive steps in creating a healthier forest, so
forests. This was great for the area’s birds. Oaks host
demonstration areas will showcase restoration techniques
hundreds of insect species, making them a kind of all-youand resulting phases of regeneration.
can-eat buffet for nesting birds and their hungry chicks. Oaks
LSSI – Indiana launches in earnest this fall. If all goes
also have an open canopy that allows light to beam down
according to plan, southern Indiana forests will – in time – be
through the branches. This light fuels a thick understory of
flooded with life-giving sunlight and a chorus of birdsong
grasses, forbs, and shrubs that provide even more food and
once again.
shelter for nesting and migrating birds. But starting about
100 years ago, humans began to suppress the fires that help
American Bird Conservancy (https://abcbirds.org/) is a
oak trees grow.
nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving wild
birds and their habitats throughout the Americas. With an
Without fire, barely any oak trees have reached maturity in
emphasis on achieving results and working in partnership,
that time. Fast-growing but less fire-resistant tree species like
we take on the greatest problems facing birds today,
beech and maple now dominate the landscape. Unlike oaks,
innovating and building on rapid advancements in science
these trees create a dense canopy that blocks most sunlight
to halt extinctions, protect habitats, eliminate threats, and
from reaching the understory. Forests with more beech
build capacity for bird conservation.
and maple tend to be less diverse because fewer plants
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Movie Night at the Meeting:
Flight of the Butterflies

Hotel Reservations- Reserve
now!
Call the Clifty Inn in Clifty Falls State Park at 1-877563-4371 by October 4 for the special rate. A block
of rooms is available for $129.99 + tax for Parkside or
Riverview 2 Queen rooms, ask for the 1104IW group. It
is recommended to make your hotel reservations early
due to high demand; cancellations can be made up to 4
days in advance of your stay.

2022 Woodland Owner Conference and IFWOA Annual Meeting

Join us Friday night November 4th at the annual conference
for a special optional event as we screen the documentary
Flight of the Butterflies. The monarch butterfly is a true
marvel of nature. Weighing less than a penny, it makes
one of the longest migrations on Earth across a continent
to a place it has never known. Follow the monarchs’ perilous
journey and join hundreds of millions of real butterflies in
the remote mountain peaks of Mexico, with breathtaking
cinematography from an award-winning team including
Oscar® winner Peter Parks. Be captivated by the true and
compelling story of an intrepid scientist’s 40-year search
to find the monarchs’ secret hideaway.

Sponsorships Available
for Annual Meeting
IFWOA relies on meeting sponsorships to help
cover our costs and give you the best meeting
possible. Please consider sponsoring an event or a
general contribution toward the meeting, see the
registration form.

It’s Auction Time Once Again
With the upcoming annual IFWOA meeting, one of the most
entertaining and fun parts of that gathering is seeing what
the Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation (IFEF) auctions
have to offer. The Silent Auction begins on Saturday morning
(with many items arriving Friday evening) and runs through
mid-afternoon. This is a great place to shop for gifts for family
and friends—after all, the holidays are fast approaching. It’s
also fun trying to outbid your competitors! There is always a
very wide range of items available, and you would be hard
pressed to not find something you like.
The Silent Auction on Saturday evening following the IFWOA
banquet and awards ceremony generally has the nicer
items—very often handmade wooden items along with lots
of useful things like backpack sprayers, safety equipment, etc.
And, this auction helps with the digestive system, because
after all, who doesn’t get a good belly laugh when our
fabulous auctioneer—Luther Eberly—begins his appeals for
all of us to open our wallets and checkbooks to support the
IFEF. This man make parting with our money so much fun!

IFEF trustees Pete Halstead and Gerry Long share one
of the beautiful handmade items at the live auction.
All monies raised at the auctions help support the Indiana
Forestry Educational Foundation in providing educational
programs throughout the year including support of the
IFWOA annual meeting and the small grants program to
other partner organizations.
Please consider donating something to the auction, contact
Liz Jackson at (765) 496-5013 or ifwoa1@gmail.com.
Janet Eger, Auction Chair
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2022 Meeting Highlights

2022 Woodland Owner Conference and IFWOA Annual Meeting

Friday November 4th Program Summary
Southeast Purdue Agricultural Center property tour (9:45 –
11:30 AM) - Join Purdue forester Don Carlson at this Jennings
County property near Butlerville. Don will visit oak wilt sites
and discuss oak wilt management. An outbreak of oak wilt was
discovered in the red oak stands and Don is monitoring the
spread of this disease and using various methods to manage to
limit future spread. After the tour meet in the SEPAC classroom
for a lunch break, bring your own sack lunch and drinks will
be provided. Following lunch we will travel on our own to the
afternoon tour, 15 minutes away.

a lot of borderline mature fine hardwood timber tree species.

Meisberger property tour (1 – 3:15 PM) - The November 4
afternoon forestry field tour will be located on retired consulting
forester Dan Meisberger’s 294-acre property located in the
northwest part of Ripley County in the southeastern part of
Indiana near Holton. The property consists of approximately 151
acres of gently to moderately rolling woodlands.

Alternate afternoon program: Nature walk at Clifty Falls
State Park (2:00 – 3:30 PM) - Join the park naturalist for a
nature walk. Travel on your own to meet at the Park Nature
Center for this alternate afternoon program. Note there is a park
gate fee.

The tour will include these woodland sites:
A tornado damaged area and its recovery: Here consulting
forester (and Dan’s son) Matt Meisberger will discuss the
positives of what has occurred in a 19-acre woodland on good
soils 32 years after a tornado in June 1990 completely leveled
and destroyed all of the trees in the woodlot. Prior to 1990 it had

A dense mixed hardwood tree planting: This 7-acre stop is a
24-year-old riparian buffer zone tree planting with a mixture of
hardwood tree species on approximately 5 x 5 foot spacing. It
was recently thinned and they will discuss thinning, growth rate
changes over time, self-pruning, close vs wide spacing and the
resulting tradeoffs.
Friday’s tours coordinated with the generous support of Indiana
Tree Farm Committee.

Friday evening activities
After the tours, enjoy dinner on your own. Attendees new to the
meeting, to woodland ownership, or to IFWOA are invited to the
Clifty Inn to have dinner with board members and foresters to
get acquainted before the meeting. After dinner, enjoy snacks
and social time before viewing the award-winning documentary
“Flight of the Butterflies.”

Saturday November 5th Program Summary
Kid’s program (10 AM – 4:15 PM) – May not be available, call to
check.
Keynote: Forestry for the Birds – Allen Pursell, Director of
Forest Programs, Sam Shine Foundation. Hear about this
innovative new program to provide landowners with the tools
they need for enhanced forest management to benefit both
forests and bird communities.		
Your forest management plan & putting it to work – Doug
Brown, consulting forester. You have a forest management plan,
now what? Learn ideas to effectively implement your plan to
make your property meet your objectives.
Some practical guidance on chainsaw safety – Don Carlson,
Purdue FNR properties forester. Learn some tips and tricks
and discuss personal protective equipment to help make your
chainsaw use safer.
American chestnut reintroduction – Jim McKenna, chief
science officer, The American Chestnut Foundation Indiana
chapter. TACF is working to restore the American chestnut tree
to eastern forests. Learn about the current breeding efforts to
develop a blight-resistant American chestnut tree.
Roundtable discussions - Meet in small breakout sessions
to discuss a variety of topics: how families manage together,
hunting contracts, women landowners connect, using
herbicides effectively, growing trees from seed (final topics TBD)
Indiana Division of Forestry update – Jack Seifert, state
forester. Our state forester will discuss ongoing division activities
including the private lands program.
Enhancing your property with wildlife practices – Brianne
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Lowe, NRCS state biologist. Learn more about the many ways to
enhance your property for wildlife, to improve habitat and your
experiences wildlife viewing or hunting.
Triage, prioritize, plan: Getting a handle on your invasive
species – Will Drews, Knox County SWCD natural resources
specialist & SICIM chair. For many landowners, invasive plants
are widespread and a seemingly insurmountable problem. Hear
strategies for attacking your invasives that may lead to better
outcomes and a more efficient use of your time and funds.
Oak regeneration for landowners: Steps to take. Oak
seedlings need more sunlight than most woodland stands have,
learn about some additional efforts you can take to ensure the
next generation of oak can get established.
Final keynote: 15 years of the Hardwood Ecosystem
Experiment: Lessons learned – Dr. Mike Saunders, Purdue
University Forestry & Natural Resources. The primary research
goal of the HEE is to discover: “What are the ecological and
social impacts of long-term forest management on public and
private lands in Indiana and the Central Hardwoods Region?”
Started in 2006, we will hear some interesting outcomes from
this ongoing project.
Evening awards banquet and live auction to benefit IFEF
– Stay for the optional evening awards banquet to as we
recognize the Charles Deam Forest Stewardship Award finalists
and John F. Datena Distinguished foresters. After the ceremony
watch the entertaining live auction with donations to the
Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation.
Sponsored by the Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association,
Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation and Indiana Tree Farm
Committee

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

2022 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference
November 4-5 • Clifty Falls State Park

Friday, November 4th
11:30 – 1:00 PM
1:00 – 3:15
2:00 – 3:30
3:30 – 3:50
4:00 PM
4:00 – 6:30
5:00 – 6:30
6:30 – 7:00
7:00 – 8:00
8:15 – 9:00

Optional morning field tour, Southeast Purdue Ag Center. Meet at 4425 East 350 North,
Butlerville
Lunch on your own (bring a sack lunch, drinks provided)
Afternoon Meisberger property tour. Meet at 1816 N County Rd 950 W, Holton
Alternate program: Clifty Falls State Park nature hike. Meet at park nature center
Travel to Clifty Inn
Registration desk opens in main lobby
Dinner on your own. New landowners/1st time guests meet at registration at 5:30 for optional
dinner with board members.
Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation board meeting (guests welcome)
Reception (Clifty Inn Overlook room)
Evening program: Flight of the Butterflies movie showing
Bonfire (optional, outside Inn)

2022 Woodland Owner Conference and IFWOA Annual Meeting

10 – 11:30 AM

Saturday, November 5th All events at the Clifty Inn
7:30 – 8:30 AM
9:00 		
9 AM – 9:45		
9:15 – 10:00		
10:00 – 4:15		
10:00
10:10 – 10:55		
10:55 – 11:05		
11:05 – 11:40		

11:40 – 11:50		
11:50 – 12:20		
12:20 – 1:35		
1:35 – 2:00		
2:00 – 2:10		
2:10 – 2:45		

2:45 – 2:55		
2:55 – 3:25		
3:20		
3:25 – 4:00		
4:00 – 4:15		
4:45 – 5:15		
5:15 – 7:45 PM		

IFWOA Board of Directors meeting (guests welcome)
Registration desk and Silent Auction open
Optional ID walk in the woods (weather permitting, meet in front of the Inn)		
Optional coffee and networking
Kids program (may not be available, call for availability)
		
Opening/Welcome		
Keynote: Indiana’s new Forestry for the Birds program, Allen Pursell 		
Rotation		
Your forest management plan & putting it to work, Doug Brown
Enhancing your property with wildlife practices, Brianne Lowe
Some practical guidance on chainsaw safety, Don Carlson
Rotation/break		
Roundtable discussions: how families manage together, hunting contracts, women land
owners connect, using herbicides effectively, growing trees from seed
Lunch		
Indiana Division of Forestry update, John Seifert
Rotation		
American chestnut reintroduction, Jim McKenna
Triage, Prioritize, Plan: Getting a handle on your invasive species, Will Drews
Oak regeneration for landowners: Steps to take
Rotation/break		
IFWOA and IFEF business meeting and policy update		
Silent auction closes
Keynote: 15 years of the Hardwood Ecosystem Experiment: Lessons learned,
Mike Saunders
Closing
Social time with cash bar, live auction items displayed		
IFWOA Awards Banquet and IFEF Live Auction
Agenda may be subject to change. See www.ifwoa.org/events for updates.
Sponsored by the Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association,
Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation and Indiana Tree Farm Committee
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The Importance of Legacy Trees
By Ethan Tapper
Editor’s note: This article was in the Summer 2022 issue of
Northern Woodlands and is reprinted with permission, see
www.northernwoodlands.org.
Legacy trees are trees of an older generation that persist
in a younger forest. The ecological benefits of legacy trees
are many. Their complex bark provides habitat for mosses
and lichens, invertebrates, and bark-foraging birds such as
nuthatches and brown creepers. Massive canopies produce
huge amounts of mast as well as unique foraging, nesting, and
denning opportunities for an array of birds, mammals, and
invertebrates. Below the ground, old trees provide complex
habitats in the rhizosphere – the world of roots – and are an
important part of the forest’s mycorrhizal networks.
Old trees often straddle life and death, retaining a live canopy
while other parts of them decline and decay. As these trees
senesce, they provide additional habitats for the community
of decomposers – invertebrates, fungi, bacteria, and other
microorganisms – critical to soil formation and foundational
to forest ecology. Woodpeckers forage in their rotting wood,
creating cavities that provide still more nesting and denning
sites for a variety of birds and mammals.

With big trees, forest stewards must strike a complex balance:
most trees reach economic maturity long before they
complete their biological lives and before revealing some of
their most remarkable ecological attributes. If we harvest every
big tree, our forests will lack the habitats and other benefits
that these trees provide. Retaining some legacy trees is one
strategy for managing forests to both responsibly produce
renewable resources and to promote forest health, resilience,
and biological diversity. Like tiny reserves, legacy trees are
retained in perpetuity – allowed to grow, to cast seeds, and
eventually to decline and die. At each step they enrich the
complex ecology of our managed forests.
Which trees should be legacy trees? In the interest of diversity,
it’s prudent to retain trees of different species and with
different attributes. Because most forests abound in trees
with tremendous ecological value and little economic value,
there’s often little economic downside to leaving a few legacy
trees per acre – a massive yellow birch with a crooked trunk,
an old red maple riddled with cavities. Sometimes, however,
the compromise is more significant: healthy, valuable trees
should also occasionally be retained, and – as with any
tree in the forest – legacy trees take up space, light, water,
and other resources that could be used to grow trees with
greater economic value. In either case, retaining legacy trees
means forgoing some modest economic gain for significant
ecological gain.
Recognizing the value of legacy trees doesn’t mean that we
need to retain every big tree in the woods. Besides big trees,
healthy, vibrant, resilient forests are often defined by a multiaged structure, an irregular, gap-filled canopy, and dead wood
– features that provide important habitats and ecological
benefits and that may be encouraged by cutting big trees.
While it is difficult to generalize in systems defined by their
variability, old forests in New England typically only feature 10
to 12 big, old trees per acre. Any number of legacy trees – even
two or three per acre – will be an asset to a forest.

Photo by Ethan Tapper.

When I’m preparing for a harvest, I like to be explicit about the
legacy trees I’m retaining: marking them with a bright blue
L. This L tells future forest managers that this tree is being
grown for its ecological benefits and not for timber. It is also
a visualization tool, clearly showing me which legacy trees
I’m retaining, where they are, and how many there are. As I
mark a beautiful sugar maple or red oak to be cut, I can look
through the forest at the many legacy trees that will live – and,
eventually, die – on this hillside for years to come.

In a young forest in Milton, Vermont, this sugar maple legacy tree
offers complex bark, a varied canopy, multiple cavities, a hollow
center, and large-diameter deadwood.
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About the author: Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County
forester for the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks &
Recreation, working to help people understand forests and
forest stewardship in the state’s most populous county. When
he’s not at work you can find him managing his own land, Bear
Island Tree Farm, in Bolton, Vermont. Visit Ethan’s YouTube
channel, read articles he’s written and learn more about his
work at https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Chainsaw Workshop for
Woodland Owners
Saturday, October 29
9 AM—4 PM
Location TBD
Registration cost $20
Limited to 15 participants
This workshop will have
classroom plus outdoor
demonstration of:
•
personal protective
equipment
•
chainsaw safety features
•
introduction to felling
and TSI techniques

Do you live along a
Highway?
Do you live along a state or US Highway in Indiana? IFWOA
would like to install road signs along some of the major
highways and looking for members who might be willing to
let us install a sign on your property. If you would be willing to
discuss, please contact the office at 765-496-5013 or ifwoa1@
gmail.com.

Participants should dress to
be outdoors and bring a sack
lunch. Coffee and drinks will
be provided. Ending time is
approximate. Instruction by Joe Glenn, certified trainer.
See more info at www.ifwoa.org/events. Register at ifwoa1@
gmail.com or (765) 496-5013.
This workshop is hosted by IFWOA with financial support from
Indiana Tree Farm Committee in coordination with the Indiana
Division of Forestry.

An example of a prototype road sign advertising IFWOA
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Hoosier National Forest: Buffalo Springs Restoration Project
Update
This article was distributed via newsletter by the Hoosier National Forest in August 2022.

A Mission of Multiple Use Natural Resource
Management

The U.S. Forest Service, which is given the responsibility of
administering approximately 193 million acres of National
Forest System lands across the country, has a broad, diverse
and complex mission. Since our founding in 1905, we
have been charged by each Presidential administration
and Congress with managing these lands on behalf of the
American people with a multiple-use mandate.
Multiple-use means we must balance the varied and
sometimes conflicting, sometimes complimentary, needs
of the public and the land for the purposes of recreation,
providing timber and other forest products, fish and wildlife
habitat, clean water and mitigating the effects of climate
change among many other values. National Forests play a
key role in providing habitat for many wildlife species, both
endangered and otherwise; providing sustainable forest
products, such as timber and mushrooms; contributing to
local economies in communities across the country; providing
quality of life through recreational opportunities such as trails,
campgrounds, rivers and other resources enjoyed by millions
every year.
Our mission is challenging, often difficult, sometimes
controversial, yet truly inspiring: “to sustain the health,
diversity and productivity of the Nation’s forests and
grasslands to meet the needs of present and future
generations.” In order to achieve this mission, each National
Forest has a Forest Plan which guides the decisions we, as land
managers, make when designing, planning and implementing
projects.
The Hoosier National Forest Plan can be seen as a social
contract between the U.S. Forest Service and the American
people and guides our decisions. Prior to approving any
project for implementation, we must ensure that it is
consistent with that Forest Plan, is informed by the latest
relevant science, as well as complies with a number of laws
and policies such as the National Environmental Policy Act, the
Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act, among many
others.
The proposed Buffalo Springs Restoration Project would
comply with all of these laws and regulations and would be
a part of the implementation of the Forest Plan. During our
planning and environmental analysis process for any project,
a team of resource specialists spends many months reviewing
the proposed actions, investigating the existing conditions on
the ground, and analyzing the potential impacts the proposal
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would have on soil, water, wildlife, recreation and other
important forest resources, considering alternative actions and
potential mitigation measures we could employ—all using
the most re- cent scientific findings. These efforts take time,
but are important to ensure that a well-informed decision
is reached about the actions to be taken and the trade-offs
that are always present. These are the steps in which we are
currently engaged for the Buffalo Springs Restoration project.

Project Overview

The Buffalo Springs Restoration Project has been proposed
to meet the desired conditions set forth in our 2006 Land
and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan). Its purpose
is to promote tree growth, reduce insect and disease levels,
move the landscape toward historic conditions, and increase
the resiliency and structure of forest stands by restoring the
composition, structure, pattern and ecological processes
necessary to make these ecosystems sustainable (see current
age class conditions in Figure 1). Editor’s note: The proposed
project area is south of Paoli in Orange County, with a small
portion in northern Crawford County.

Proposed Actions in the Project Area

(figures cited are the maximum proposed and are most
likely to decrease during the analysis and/or implementation
process)
Proposed Activity

~ Unit of Measure

Clearcut (Pine)
Oak Shelterwood
Thinning (Pine)
Thinning (Hardwood)
Selection (single or group)
Stand Improvement (mid-story removal)
Herbicide Spot Treatment
Prescribed Fire
New Road Construction
Road Reconstruction
Road Decommission
Stream Flow Improvement

707 acres
516 acres
1,558 acres
1,131 acres
957 acres
255 acres
771 acres
12,135 - 15,100 acres
6 miles
13 miles
4 miles
8 structures

The proposed actions will address the following needs:
•
Provide a mosaic of forest conditions dominated by
hardwoods and restore dry hardwood forest ecosystems
•
Reduce the amount of non-native pine to provide more
suitable habitat to a wider array of wildlife species by
restoring native hardwood communities
•
Reduce the density of trees to improve forest health –
making it more resilient to the effects of insects, disease
and climate change
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•
•

•

Control the oak wilt and
prevent it from spreading
Utilize the Paoli
Experimental Forest for
research to advance our
understanding and ability
to predict outcomes
from innovative use, new
combinations and novel
sequencing of forestry
practices
Repair poorly maintained
roads, trails and eroded
areas to reduce sediment
deposition into streams
and lakes

Of the 204,000 acres of
National Forest System land
comprising the Hoosier, an
average of 266 acres, or 0.13%,
are actively managed for timber annually. If approved, the
intention would be to continue that same pace across the
Forest and implement the Buffalo Springs Restoration Project
actions incrementally over 10 –15 years, and likely longer for
prescribed fire.

A Commitment to Public Involvement

As a federal agency proposing an action to address a need
on public land, we are bound by the NEPA process and are
following all procedures as mandated by the Act. In fact,
we have exceeded the requirements by offering additional
opportunities for public input throughout the process. While
we asked the public to comment on this project by November
15, 2021 to be most helpful in our analysis, we have stated that
we would accept and consider comments received after that

date, and are continuing to do so. Please be aware that your
comments will not receive an individual response. They will be
considered as part of the analysis, be- come part of the official
record and will be addressed in the Environmental Assessment
in a section labelled “Response to Comments”.
Our efforts to engage our stakeholders have included:
•
A newsletter and press release (January, 2021)
•
Video presentations (on website) by our resource
specialists (February, 2021)
•
A public scoping letter (October, 2021)
•
Numerous articles in local news outlets and media
•
An on-line digital map (March, 2022)
•
Four public field tours (April, 2022)
•
A virtual public information meeting (April, 2022)
•
An on-site visit with interested individuals (July, 2022)

Next Steps

Forest Service staff are currently working on the draft
environmental assessment. We expect it to be released for
public review in October, 2022. Following the release, there
will be a 30 day public comment period.
We are in the process of making the recordings of the field
tours and public meeting available on our website. We have
initiated a programmatic agreement to consult with interested
Native American Tribes.

Inventory data shows no stands in the 0—9 year age class, a
necessary habitat for many bird species including the prairie
warbler (shown), American woodcock, blue-winged warbler,
yellow-breasted chat and more.

Thank you again for taking the time to comment on this
project and for your interest in your public lands. If you would
like further details about the proposal, please see our website
at this link: https://go.usa.gov/xAn24.

www.ifwoa.org

15

Top Soft Mast Species for Early Season Deer Attraction
By Cheyne Matzenbacher, Deer Outreach Specialist, Southern MO, National Deer Association
Originally published 8/3/22 at www.deerassociation.com. Used with permission by the author and the National Deer
Association.
Early hunting season can be a bountiful time in the deer
woods if you do your homework, scout, and know where to
place your stand or blind for a better shot opportunity. One
of the best things you can do during this time is to target
soft-mast species for your hunting setup. “Soft mast” is the
general term for edible fruits and berries, and I have had
some great hunting success over the years targeting early
season soft mast.

Photo Credit National Deer Association

Soft-mast species usually ripen in mid to late summer
through early fall, which is coincidentally right at the
beginning of deer season for most states. What soft-mast
species attract deer where you hunt, and how do you locate
them? Let’s break it down by region, but note that some of
these species are present in multiple regions.

Midwest Species
Pawpaws are often overlooked but are actually the largest
edible native fruit in the United States. They taste sort of
like a cross between a mango and a banana. Wildlife flock to
these groves of trees that like to grow in creek bottoms in
search of the amazing fragrant fruits. I have made it a point
to bowhunt near pawpaws to fill some of my early season
doe tags in an effort to balance the buck to doe ratio and
reduce overpopulation where I hunt. It is one of my favorite
times and places to hunt each season!
Honorable Mention: Persimmons – As stated earlier,
persimmons are at the top of the list of favorable deer soft

The author had early season success hunting deer that were
feeding on pawpaws.
mast species. Not only are they found in the Southeast, but
they are also found in the lower Midwest. They would be
the top pick in the Midwest if found throughout the entire
region. Bottom line: If you find a fruiting persimmon tree
where you hunt, set up near it and wait for the action to
begin once they get ripe!
NDA Deer Outreach Specialist Karli Gill uses persimmons
for some helpful scouting by sticking ripe persimmons on
the trunk of a tree or branch directly over her trail-camera
so she can get a better up-close camera shot to help her in
identifying the unique bucks where she hunts. She says it
“also makes for some wonderful comedy of up-close deer
pictures.”

Photo Credit National Deer Association

Honorable Mention: Wild plums – Not only do wild plum
trees drop some delicious fruits, the trees often grow in thick
hedges or thickets and provide some amazing cover for
deer as well. I’ve seen deer standing in a plum thicket in the
middle of the day right next to a road without a care in the
world because they were filling up on the tasty ripe fruits
and cooling off in the shade.

Other Notable Species
The sweet orange fruits of a persimmon tree are amazing
deer attractants.
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I’ve mentioned just a couple of the top soft mast plants,
but don’t forget that there is a host of other great and
highly desirable soft mast species all across the country
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that hunters can capitalize on including pears, pokeweed
berries, chokecherries, American beautyberries, pin cherries,
wild strawberries, late blueberries, rose hips, Saw palmetto
berries, hawthorn berries, Dogwood berries, cherries,
peaches, apricots, honey locust pods, sumac berries, Osage
oranges, elderberries, Black Gum berries, berries from
Viburnum species like highbush cranberries, nannyberries,
squashberries, Possum haw berries, Rusty blackhaw berries,
and more.
Become familiar with the soft mast producers in your area,
do your homework, scout, and set up your stand or blind
near one of these soft mast species when they’re ripe and
you could be well on your way to some early season hunting
success!
About the author: Cheyne Matzenbacher is an NDA deer
outreach specialist in Missouri. A Missouri native and lifelong
deer hunter, Cheyne works with private landowners to establish
and support wildlife management cooperatives in the southern

half of the state. Learn more about the National Deer Association
at www.deerassociation.com. View the article online at: https://
deerassociation.com/top-soft-mast-species-for-early-seasondeer-attraction-by-region/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=08-04-2022.
Order soft mast trees and shrubs from the Indiana
Division of Forestry
The Division of Forestry Vallonia nursery has soft mast
species for ordering, including persimmon, elderberry,
American plum, Black chokeberry and Common
chokecherry. If you are interested in ordering these or
other seedlings for conservation plantings in spring
2023, orders for the Indiana state tree nursery will be
accepted after October 3. Orders should be placed
ASAP as supplies are limited and many species sell out
quickly. Seedling prices are increasing this year as well as
delivery charges. Learn more and order at https://www.
in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/.

Report Mammals of Interest to DNR
You can help the Indiana Division of Fish & Wildlife by
submitting reports of certain mammals of interest. These
mammals can potentially be seen from the comfort of your
home, on your way to work, or while out biking, hiking, or
camping. Compiling observations of these species can help
identify local and state-wide trends in these rare or elusive
mammals.
Mammals of Interest include a variety of species. Some may
be nocturnal and difficult to observe, others may have no
resident breeding populations but are visitors to Indiana, and
the rest may be common locally but rare elsewhere in the
state. The report form also includes species at risk of declining
and Species of Greatest Conservation Need.

The report form allows you to submit a photo or brief video to
help document the observation. Media of the animal observed
would be most useful, though DNR biologists can examine
evidence left by the mammal too (tracks, scat, or other signs).
Completion of this form is voluntary. Data submitted may
be shared within DNR and partners with the discretion of
DNR staff. Personal information will be used to process your
observation and may also be used for participation in surveys
and other secondary purposes. DNR staff will only respond
back to you if more information is needed.

What to report
The Division currently accept reports from the following
species:

Terry Spivey, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

Badger
Black bear
Bobcat
Franklin’s ground squirrel
Gray fox
Gray wolf
Jumping mouse
Mountain lion
Nine-banded armadillo

Pygmy shrew
Smoky shrew
Southern flying squirrel
Star-nosed mole
Thirteen-lined ground
squirrel
Weasel species
Western harvest mouse

You can learn more about the above species and how to
identify them or report them here: https://www.in.gov/dnr/fishand-wildlife/wildlife-resources/animals/report-a-mammal/
American badger

www.ifwoa.org
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Invasive Species Watch: Oriental Bittersweet
Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org

Description: Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) is a rapidly spreading deciduous, twining
vine with alternate round, glossy leaves. The outer surface of its roots are characteristically bright
orange. The branches are round, glabrous, light to dark brown, usually with noticeable lenticels.
Small greenish flowers occur in clusters in the leaf axils. At maturity, globular, green to yellow
fruits split open to reveal three red-orange, fleshy arils that contain the seeds. This species may
be distinguished from the native American bittersweet (C. scandens) by the location of its fruit. C.
orbiculatus has small clusters in the leaf axils while C. scandens has clusters only at its branch tips.
Problem: Oriental bittersweet can overrun natural vegetation, forming nearly pure stands in
forests. It can strangle shrubs and small trees, and weaken mature trees by girdling the trunk and
weighting the crown making the tree more susceptible to damage. There is also a concern that this
species is hybridizing with American bittersweet
and threatening to genetically eliminate the native
species. Note: While American bittersweet is native
and non-invasive, unfortunately, nurseries often
mislabel Oriental bittersweet as American bittersweet. It is very difficult to find
true American bittersweet for sale so avoid purchasing any type.
Control Methods: Vines can be pulled out by the root and removed from the
site. If fruits are present, they should be bagged and disposed of. State of Indiana
Cooperative Invasives Management (SICIM) Calendar of Control recommends
foliar spraying June-September with a 3% glyphosate solution and ¼% non-ionic
surfactant in water, or cut surface treatment August to December with a solution
of 50% glyphosate in water. Always read and follow pesticide label directions and
wear all recommended personal protective gear and clothing. See the calendar of
control: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/559d59d6e4b03b77d9cd5e00/t/601
c7eae5272101a0902e1cb/1612480175774/Calendar+of+Control+2021_Landscape.
pdf.
This information was adapted from Invasive Plant Species Assessment Working
Group Invasive Plant Fact Sheet. Learn more here: https://www.entm.purdue.edu/
iisc/invasiveplants.php.

Resources for Growing Specialty Mushrooms
Specialty mushrooms are defined by USDA as any species not
belonging to the genus Agaricus (button, crimini, portabella).
The most common specialty mushrooms produced are
Shiitake (Lentinula edodes) and Oyster (Pleuterous ostreatus).
Cornell University Small Farms Program mushrooms project
offers the leading extension resource for specialty mushroom
cultivation on small farms in the United States.
Demand for specialty mushrooms is rapidly rising, as
consumers look to purchase more foods that are healthy,
nutritious, and medicinal. There are methods to grow
mushrooms outdoor systems on logs, stumps, and in beds,
as well as indoor production techniques that can occur in a
wide range of spaces on straw, sawdust, and other agricultural
materials.
For urban growers, mushrooms offer a high value niche crop
that can be grown in small spaces. For rural growers, the farm
woodlot can be better utilized and healthy forests maintained
while procuring materials for production.
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Building a viable mushroom enterprise requires learning
two skills; technical production and business planning. This
program helps you develop both to meet your goals for
production through factsheets and articles, guidebooks,
videos, and opportunities to connect with other growers,
industry suppliers, and more. Learn more about the Specialty
Mushroom resources at https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/
mushrooms/.
Photo credit: Joseph O’Brien, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

Shiitake mushrooms growing on a log.
INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Registration
2022 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference • November 4-5 • Clifty Inn
Please register by October 24th, late registrations will be accepted. Register online at http://2022ifwoa.
eventbrite.com using your credit card or by sending this form and a check payable to “IFWOA” to the address
below. Hotel reservations should be made by Oct 4, see below.
Circle your registration selection				

Member

Nonmember

Full registration: Includes Friday field tour/reception, Saturday program, lunch, breaks, banquet.
Individual rate							
$ 90/person		$100/person*
Family rate (2 adults & up to 2 children)				
$165/family		
$175/family*
OR choose a la carte registration:
Friday tour and/or evening events only:
(Includes optional evening reception and all day 10 AM- 3:30 PM tours OR afternoon only choice of tours)
Individual rate							
$ 15/person		$ 15/person
Family rate (2 adults and up to 2 children)			
$ 25/family		
$ 25/family
Saturday Day Program only:
Includes full program, lunch, and breaks (excludes the banquet)
Individual rate							
$ 45/person		$ 55/person*
Family rate (2 adults and up to 2 children)			
$ 80/family		
$ 90/family*
Banquet only:
Individual rate (children under 21 $20 each)			
Family rate (2 adults and up to 2 children)			
Donation to support the meeting						

$ 45/person		
$ 80/family		

$ 45/person
$ 80/family
$_________________

Total enclosed									

$ _________________
* Nonmembers receive a one-year membership
____ Enter number attending Friday morning field tour (10 AM, lunch on your own)
____ Enter number attending Friday afternoon Meisberger property tour (1 PM)
____ Enter number attending Friday afternoon alternate state park nature walk (2 PM)
____ Enter number attending Saturday indoor day program
____ Enter number attending Saturday evening banquet
Name of registrant(s)__________________________________________________________________________
Names of other attendee(s): ___________________________________________________________________
City/State____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail_______________________________________________________________________________________
¨
¨
¨

Note if you would like childcare (if available), list ages _______________
Note if this is your first IFWOA annual meeting
Note if you have dietary or physical accommodation needs and contact to confirm.

Mail registrations to: IFWOA, 1007 North 725 West, West Lafayette, IN 47906-9431
Call the Clifty Inn at Clifty Falls State Park at 1-877-563-4371 by October 4 to reserve your room for $129 + tax
in the 1104IW block.

www.ifwoa.org

Questions? Call 765-496-5013, email ifwoa1@gmail.com or see www.ifwoa.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
October 5
Forestry field dayMontgomery County
More info: 765-362-0405 Ext. 3
October 6
Forest Management and Selling
Timber: Women 4 the Land
webinar
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Free. Register: https://
women4theland.org/
upcoming-events.
October 8
Forestry field day- Perry County
More info: 812-482-1171 x 3,
duboisswcd@gmail.com.

October 18
Breakfast with a forester
8:00 am - 9:30 am ET
American Table
Restaurant, Warsaw
Free, no registration
required.
October 19
Forestry & Invasives
Women’s Conservation
Learning Circle
8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Montgomery County
Free. Register at www.
montgomerycoswcd.com.

October 22
Best Practices & Invasives
Workshop
9 am – 12 pm
Floyd County
Info at 812-945-9936.
October 29
Chainsaw workshop
Info at 765-496-5013
November 4 - 5
Annual Woodland Owner
Conference
Clifty Falls State Park, Madison
Learn more at
www.ifwoa.org/events

November 15
Breakfast with a forester
8:00 am - 9:30 am ET
Christos Family Dining,
Plymouth
Free, no registration
required.
December 20
Breakfast with a forester
8:00 am - 9:30 am ET
Dutch Cafe, Peru
Free, no registration
required.

See www.ifwoa.org/events for updated information

