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Join Us at the Annual 
Woodland Owner 
Conference November 6
Join us at the centrally located Hendricks County 
4H Conference Center in Danville. We are excited 
to share the latest updates for woodland owners 
plus give you a chance to see some of your fellow 
landowners. Also come see the Woods on Wheels 
mobile interactive forestry display! This year’s event 
will be shortened to one day in a new location with 
more space for distancing. This plan is subject to 
change based on the Covid-19 situation. See more 
information on pages 10-11.

Spotted Lanternfly Found in Indiana 

The inside of the interactive Woods on Wheels forestry display, see it at 
the woodland owner conference.

This article was originally published in the Purdue Landscape 
Report Issue 21-12 on July 27, 2021 by Cliff Sadof and 
Elizabeth Barnes. Adapted from IDNR Press release by Cliff 
Sadof, Elizabeth Barnes, Purdue University and Amy Stone 
(The Ohio State University)

Spotted lanternfly (SLF) (Lycorma delicatula) a serious invasive 
plant pest has been reported to be in Indiana. This federally 
regulated invasive species harms plants by slowing their 
growth and reducing fruit production, especially in vineyards 
and orchards. Finding this pest this far west of its previously 
known distribution makes it possible for SLF to be anywhere 
in Indiana. Knowing where this pest is located can help us 
respond more effectively to this pest.

Right now, the Indiana DNR is asking for all citizens to keep 
an eye out for spotted lanternfly. The bright color of late stage 
immatures and adults are easily recognized at this time of 
the year. Anyone who spots signs of the spotted lanternfly 
should contact the Indiana Division of Entomology and 
Plant Pathology (DEPP) by calling 866-NO EXOTIC (866-663-
9684) or send an email (with a photo of the insect if possible) 
to DEPP@dnr.IN.gov. For more information about this or other 
invasive pests see the following link https://www.in.gov/dnr/
entomology/pests-of-concern/spotted-lanternfly/

Status of the known 
Indiana Infestation
A homeowner in 
Vevay contacted DNR’s 
Division of Entomology 
& Plant Pathology 
(DEPP) with a picture 
of a red immature 
stage near their home. 
DEPP staff surveyed 
the site and discovered 
an infestation in the 
woodlot adjacent to 
a few homes in the 
area. The site is within 
2 miles of the Ohio 
River and the Markland 
Dam. DEPP and USDA 
are conducting an 
investigation to determine exactly how large the infestation 
is and where it could have come from, as well as how to limit 
the spread and eradicate the population.
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Figure 1. Adult Spotted Lanternfly 
resting on the bark of a tree of heaven 
Vevay, Indiana. 
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New Foresters 
Directory 
Available
The latest edition of the Directory 
of Professional Foresters, produced 
by IFWOA, is now available 
online or via print. Go to www.
findindianaforester.org to search by 
address for foresters in your area 
or to view a PDF of the printed 
directory. Contact the IFWOA office 
at 765-496-5013 or ifwoa1@gmail.
com to order a copy.
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Further Thoughts about Invasives & Some Lessons Learned

A friend wrote: “I talked to state forester 
Jack Seifert at the State Fair about a 
concern I have with people harvesting 
their woods with invasives present. I 
know right now that timber is selling 

at one of the highest rates that I ever remember. As you know, 
when you have a timber harvest with invasives growing in the 
understory, the light let in from the trees removed really causes 
the invasives to spread. The tree tops from the cut trees make 
it extremely difficult and more costly to control the invasives. I 
think that woodland owners should be educated to PROTECT 
YOUR WOODLAND. Never harvest your timber until your 
invasives are controlled, or Always remember to keep your 
woodland invasives controlled before you harvest your timber.”

If woodland owners don’t take the responsibility to protect and 
properly manage their woodlands, invasives will eventually win 
out. Invasives are spreading everywhere at an alarming rate.  

I think that tree tops keep the deer off seedlings so leave 
them to rot down naturally. But tops also make it harder for 
humans to get around when weeding. Light + invasives / time 
= invasives win the spot. Many invasives will monoculture over 
time. End of forest. In human time. Bummer. Harvests are not 
the only way to get sun on soil. Blow downs, mortality especially 
EAB, or clearing for projects all enhance whatever invasives 
are present. Probably a good idea to get and keep them under 
control. Period.

I first ran into Keith Ruble at Sycamore Trails RCD Forestry 
Committee meetings. He talked a lot about bush honeysuckle. 
After a couple of times I realized it was the same song. When 
he started talking I would hear the adult dialogue from Charley 
Brown’s TV shows, (trombones) until he stopped. But he got me 
looking at my woods differently.

I saw 6-8 foot Asian bush honeysuckle. I cut it down. Then we 
bought some heavily infested ground. I switched focus to that 
area for a couple years. The real world job got busy. Doh!  Two 
years later they were seeding and 6-8 feet tall again. There is a 
caveat to inspect your land every 3 years, the time it takes a fast 
grower to start seeding. If they are starting with a head start of 
established roots, check them twice a year.

The first ailanthus I saw, 6”DBH, got girdled and squirted 
because I knew how to kill trees. The entire root system blasted 
out of the ground. Now there was a 40’ circle with hundreds of 
sprouts. Doh!  In two years they would have been out of range 
for foliar spraying. If you cut off and do not squirt 100%, be 
ready to spray before they get too tall. I had a 2” cut stump of an 
ailanthus grow 11’ in one year. Spray the stump sprouts in the 
spring or next fall or the next spring or…. It may be too late and 
the effort to cut was wasted.

One year I would premix batches of 60 gallons to transfer into 
the back pack or ATV tank. Did not do too well that year. Doh!  
Now I use distilled water from the dehumidifiers. Glyphosate 
binds to minerals in ground water and loses effectiveness. Use 

it right away or lose it. But distilled water seems to last better. 
Some folks are using rain barrels for spray water.

Now, in some places on the farm if I see more than a couple 
young ones from energetic birds I have missed the mother 
tree. My eye has been so calibrated for 1-3 foot volunteers that I 
missed the 20 footer. Doh!  Slow down. Look around. Do a “Crazy 
Ivan” as you pass trees. Many of those pesky invasives tend to 
be near tree trunks. Turn around to look at the back side of the 
trunk where they are hiding.

If the dew is on, wait. It will dilute your mix and the leaf may not 
yet have started to work and be open for spray. If it is 5 PM it is 
happy hour, stop spraying, it may be too late in the day. 

Many seeds are transported by birds who also add fertilizer when 
depositing. A double whammy. Birds like a view. Certain trees, 
especially those on edges, creek banks and the break of slopes 
host birds. Some trees even have pie shaped seed deposit areas 
under a specific limb. That area needs your return visits. 

Soon many more woodland owners will be walking recently 
cleaned woods and see the next generation of invasives. I am 
heading into some areas for the 4th time. Every year I stand on a 
60’ shale cliff and look down at solid stand of up to 30’, bare dirt 
Bush Honeysuckle in the neighbor’s flood plain across the creek. 
Of course our trees have the better view.

There is improvement in the overall outlook. 20 plus years ago 
most people did not register invasives let alone that they were 
a problem. Now a couple neighbors have joined the warrior 
ranks. Cost share has gotten many more people into the battle. 
There is power in numbers. Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has. Soon I hope we will be reaching 
critical mass. 

We played golf on the moon and had a 4 wheeler up there to 
chase balls if we had wanted to. We can do this. We just have to 
decide we want to.

First step is education. Get involved with others with like 
interests. CISMAs are starting up all over. IFWOA, Tree Farm and 
Walnut Council all cover the state and members are addressing 
invasives. If you are not a joiner, check out www.MIPN.org. Then, 
action!  Either start yourself or hire it done. The longer you wait 
the worse it gets. Procrastination has a high cost for this project.

I hope to live to see a revitalization of the spirit I saw as a kid 
for environmental improvement on scale. Here is a possible 
solution. Everyone does a time of service; military, firefighting, 
helping people; old, young, mentally ill, sick or disabled or 
helping the environment. We could rebuild our parks, and of 
course, clean the landscape of invasives. 

This fall I am planting very small patches of ailanthus at some 
area’s access points. Once they can be sexed the females will 
be removed. The remaining males will become trap trees for 
the Spotted Lantern Fly. Use your enemy’s strengths to your 
advantage.
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B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  B Y  A R E AB O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  B Y  A R E A

At Large 
(representing all districts)
2021: Chris Fehribach
109 N Geiger St
Huntingburg, IN 47542
(812) 639-3561
chrisfehribach@gmail.com
2021: Lee Huss
1443 Freeman Rd
Spencer, IN 47460
(812) 829-2511
l.huss@comcast.net
2022: Don Fry
1816 Ravinia Rd
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 430-8060
db715@aol.com

2022: Lenny Farlee
(see officers on page 2)
2022: Chris Gonso
525 N Byerly Rd
Coal City, IN 47427
(317) 690-4738
chrisgonso@gmail.com
2023: Richard Newton
9611 S. 425 E.
Marengo, IN 47140
(812) 365-2495
cedarman@netpointe.com

District 4
2022: Martha Avery
PO Box 384 
Carthage, IN 46115
(303) 301-4695
martha.avery04@gmail.com 

District 5
2021: Jim Hochgesang
3334 E Schnellville Rd
Jasper, IN 47546-3437
(812) 634-1814
2022: Judi Brown
6800 S. Kyana Rd.
Birdseye, IN 47513
(812) 236-2243
judi.brown@in.nacdnet.net

District 1
2021: Hugh Pence
(see officers on page 2)
2023: Claude Diehl
8315 State Road 26 W
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 583-0526
diehl421@gmail.com

District 2
2021: Raoul Moore
(see officers on page 2) 
2022: Bill Freeman
7839 Bellsville Pike
Nashville, IN 47448
(317) 432-5241
billfreeman@tudorhill.net

District 3
2023: John Stambaugh
182 Pinhook Rd
Bedford, IN 47421
(812) 863-7272
forester@custom.net
2023: Dan Lynch
9715 Trilobi Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46236
(317) 823-0793                                                                             
dflynch4@comcast.net

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T SSlate Selected for IFWOA Board 
Elections
The slate of candidates for the election of the Board of 
Directors for the next 3-year term (2022-2024) is:

District 1: Hugh Pence (Lafayette)
District 2: Raoul Moore (Crawfordsville)
District 5: Jim Hochgesang (Jasper)
At large: Lee Huss (Spencer) and open position

We are always looking for volunteers to serve as IFWOA 
board member. Board members are asked to participate 
in person or via phone at 4 board meetings per year plus 
provide input on monthly email discussions about IFWOA 
strategic directions and activities. They are also asked to 
judge district Deam nominations in July each year.

If you are interested in serving on the board, please contact 
the office at 765-496-5013. The Nominating Committee will 
review any additional nominations for the election and this 
slate will be voted on during the November meeting.

October 16 
Forestry Field Day
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pleasant Lake, Steuben County
RSVP by October 8 to Steuben 
County SWCD, (260) 665-3211 
ext. 3.

October 16
IFWOA Regional Forestry Field 
Day Jennings County
9:30 am - 12:00 pm
Deputy, Jennings County
Learn more and register at 
www.ifwoa.org/events. 

October 16 
West Boggs Weed Wrangle
10am-Noon
Loogootee, Daviess County

For more info, email Emily.
Finch@in.nacdnet.net or 
call 812-482-1171 x3

November 4 
Invasives Treatment 
Demonstrations & Work 
Day
Newton County
RSVP to (219) 285-2217, 
newtonsoilwater@gmail.
com. 

November 6
IFWOA Annual Meeting
Hendricks County 
Fairgrounds, Danville
Learn more and register at 
www.ifwoa.org/events. 



www.ifwoa.org 5

Welcome New Members
We would like to thank the following for becoming Life members of IFWOA. We appreciate your long term commitment to the 
organization:

Adam Brock • Max & Pamila Brock • Rex Brock • Scott Brock • Wayne Brock • Neil Collignon • Gary Pohl

Please join me in welcoming these new members who have joined since the last newsletter. Thank you for your support!

Andrea Baker, Upland, IN
Chris Baker, Rochester, IN
Kit Boulding, Bloomington, IN
Scott Brooks, Carbon, IN
Alec Dumbauld, Milan, IN
Jay DuMontelle, Danville, IN
Don Duncan, North Vernon, IN
Travis Dunn, Ferdinand, IN
Lee Eckart, Jasonville, IN
Emily Farley, Otterbein, IN
Steve Fox, Freedom, IN
Alex Gaddis, Plainfield, IN
Lt Andrew Gaddis, Las Vegas, NV
Jonathan Green, Bloomington, IN
William Guyver, Carthage, IN
George Guyver, Greeley, CO
Henry Guyver, Carthage, IN

Anne Harman, Boswell, IN
Philip & Caitlin Haywood, Columbus, IN
Richard Hines, Brookston, IN
John Ivancic, Indianapolis, IN
Jim & Marcia Jay, Carmel, IN
Millicent Kaiser, Murphysboro, IL
Sarah & Monte Kimball, Indianapolis, IN
Evan Kokoska, Zionsville, IN
Andrew LaManna, Boulder, CO
Robert LaManna, Boulder, CO
Julia LaManna, Denver, CO
Bradley & Karri Lamb, Indianapolis, IN
Tony & Trish Lee, Lamar, IN
Pete Lestinsky, Rolling Prairie, IN
Mike Lunsford, Rosedale, IN
Benjamin Martin, Milan, IN
Maria Martinez, Greenwood, IN

JJ Martinez, Indianapolis, IN
Joel Martinez, Indianapolis, IN
Owen McCall, Madison, IN
Charles W McGill, Valparaiso, IN
Suzy McKeever, Denver, CO
Matt Meisberger, Holton, IN
Patrick  O’Reilly, Milan, IN
George Patton, Moores Hill, IN
Brian Pauls, Albion, IN
Jenny Ricksy, Lafayette, IN
Jud Scott, Carmel, IN
Joan Singer, Alexandria, VA
Kathy Kaiser Stroube, Evansville, IN
Gordon & Carol Terry, Bath, MI 
Benjamin Wilson, Medaryville, IN
David Wolf, Brownsburg, IN

Two Charles Deam Forestry Stewardship Award district 
finalists, along with their foresters, will be recognized at an 
awards presentation at our annual meeting on Saturday, 
November 6th. As usual, this year’s finalists embody the 
purpose of the Deam Award; they are model examples of 
landowners practicing some of the best forest stewardship 
in the state.

During the ceremony, a presentation featuring photos and 
videos from the finalists’ properties will be shown and the 
state winner will be announced.

The district finalists are:
District 1: Springboro Tree Farms, White County, 
nominators Michael Warner & Jennifer Boyle-Warner 

District 3: Johnson Farms Leipsic LLC, Orange County, 
nominator John Stambaugh

The Deam awards program accepts nominations from 
foresters, conservation organizations, and landowners 
from around the state. A finalist from each district was 
selected after a property tour. There were no nominations 
from Districts 2, 4, or 5.

The state winner was selected by a team of state judges 
during a September tour of each of the properties. All 
finalists receive a plaque and the state winner also receives 
a property sign and $100 check.

2020 Deam Award winners Doc and Nancy Jones with their 
son and forester Joe Schuerman (L).

Deam Award Finalists to be Honored
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Spotted Lanternfly continued from page 1

What is Spotted Lanternfly?
Spotted lanternfly is a planthopper that originated in Asia. It was first 
discovered in the United States in Pennsylvania in 2014. The Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture was unable to limit the spread of this pest 
because it is an effective hitchhiker and is often spread unknowingly by 
humans.

Adult spotted lanternfly has two sets of wings, and the underwing has a 
very distinct red color with spots on the outer wings. The fourth instar of the 
insect is bright red with black and white markings. The egg masses of this 
invasive insect look like mud and they can be spread by vehicle transport 
including recreational vehicles, cargo carriers (truck transport) and freight 
trains. They can also be spread through trade materials sold in infested areas 
that are shipped out of state including nursery stock, outdoor furniture, 
lumber, etc. Anyone receiving goods from the east coast should inspect for 
signs of the insect, especially if the commodity is to be kept outdoors.

Spotted lanternfly prefers to feed on tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), but 
it has been found on more than 103 species of plant including walnut, oak, 
maple, and various fruit trees. This insect is often found on grapevines in 
vineyards. Adult insects have piercing, sucking mouthparts and weaken the 
plants through feeding on them, which can make it difficult for the plant to 
survive the winter months. Congregating spotted lanternfly insects produce 
a sticky substance called “honeydew” in large quantities that over time 
becomes infested with sooty mold that attracts other pests in the area.

Learn More about Management and Control
Penn State Extension has published a management guide which includes 
further information on feeding behavior and plant preferences. Read the 
guide here: https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly-management-guide. 
Of particular note is their guidance on the impacts on trees: 

“Consequences of direct feeding damage by nymphs and adults to the 
host trees vary greatly by host species, numbers of SLF feeding, and 
environmental conditions. While SLF feeding can stress plants and cause 
localized branch damage, it is not known to kill plants except  
for TOH, black walnut saplings, and grapevines. SLF 
feeding is considered a plant stressor and may contribute 
to the long-term weakening of established plants and 
trees. High levels of adult SLF feeding can reduce the 
photosynthetic activity of some trees. It is possible that after 
heavy feeding, multiple years of sustained damage, or in 
particularly dry years, SLF may cause significant damage to 
ornamental and shade trees.” From the Spotted Lanternfly 
Management Guide.

Pennsylvania has the most extensive outbreak and 
information about spotted lanternfly. See their website for 
the latest information: https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-
lanternfly.

Figure 2. Red immature stage of SLF (fourth 
instar) feeding on leaves of tree of heaven in 
Vevay, IN. 
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Figure 3. Egg mass of SLF on branch of tree of 
heaven in Vevay, IN.
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Figure 4. Sooty mold of SLF on branch of tree 
of heaven in Vevay, IN.

Figure 5. Life cycle of Spotted Lanternfly from Penn State
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Spotted lanternfly: What should Indiana landowners do?

Figure 6. Be aware of insects that resemble SLF when reporting spotted lanternfly.

• Watch for lanternfly, especially on tree of heaven, 
grape, and walnut.

• Watch for honeydew or black mold.
• In the winter watch for egg masses on trees or any 

other surface.

• If you travel to or through Pennsylvania, inspect your 
vehicles for egg masses and remove before and after 
your return to Indiana.

If you see anything suspicious, call 866-NO EXOTIC (866-
663-9684) or send an email to DEPP@dnr.IN.gov.

1921-2021
Started in 1921 due to concerns about 
the rapidly shrinking acreage of 
forest (1.3 million acres in 1920), 
this highly successful program 
has grown Indiana’s forested lands 
to almost 5 million acres. To learn 
more about the Classified program, 
go to https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/
programs/classified-forest-and-wildlands/. 

Fast Facts
• 846,865 Acres enrolled on 17,308 Tracts with 12,566 

Landowners (as of March 2021)

• 88% forested, 12% grassland, wetland, shrub, other

Happy Centennial Year: Classified Forest & Wildlands Program 
• Indiana Classified Forest FSC Certified Group is 472,265 

acres on 9,351 tracts

• On average 1/3 of Classified landowners report doing 
management in any given year:

 • Grape vine control
 • Invasive species control
 • Wildlife food plot
 • Creating wildlife brush piles
 • Trail work

Information from Classified Forest presentation by Brenda 
Huter to the Forest Stewardship Advisory Council in March 
2021. Accessed August 26 at https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/
files/fo-Huter_IFSAC_Presentation_3_31_21.pdf. 
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continued on page 13

In this year’s Indiana General Assembly, a bill was 
considered for the IN State Department of Agriculture to 
look at implementing carbon programs for agriculture and 
woodland landowners. During the bill discussion there were 
a lot of unanswered questions about what and how ISDA 
could accomplish this and no additional staff or funding was 
authorized.

In the end the bill died, but a carbon program working 
group has convened to study the idea and figure out what 
is necessary to bring carbon programs to the state for the 
benefit of landowners. For agriculture lands this could 
potentially include carbon credits for no-till or cover crops, 
for forestry it could be the additional carbon of a deferred 
harvest or management activity that increases carbon 
uptake. IFWOA executive director Liz Jackson is one member 
of the working group.

Why is IFWOA interested in this?
Woodland owners have many objectives and property 
concerns, but one of the primary concerns is covering annual 
expenses in order to be able to maintain the property. If 
carbon credits can provide incremental annual income 
without negatively impacting management objectives that 
could be a win-win for landowners. IFWOA is at the table 
to try to ensure that woodland owners can get the best 
opportunities that work for their needs.

How do Carbon Credits Work?
The concept of carbon credits has been around a long time 
and has come- and gone- a few times from Indiana. The idea 
is to pay landowners for the incremental carbon generated 
by their trees for doing practices differently than they 
currently do. 

In California where there are legal requirements, and more 
recently voluntarily across the US, corporations are looking 
for ways to reduce their carbon footprint by buying carbon 
credits from landowners or other 3rd party sellers. There 
is a strong interest in this concept by many corporations. 
Proponents of an Indiana carbon program express concerns 
that local corporations are buying credits out of state when 
they could be buying from Hoosier landowners if a program 
was available.

One difficulty of carbon credits lies in the cost and effort 
required to determine the initial baseline data and then to 
validate the results. Most programs have extremely high 
costs to enroll and have been limited to only the largest 
landowners who can justify the investment. Third party 
companies work to collect and validate and to sell the credits 
on behalf of landowners. Because of these and many other 
issues with carbon credits, there has not been programs 
available to small landowners until recently.

Carbon Credits Could Provide Additional Income in the Future
What is needed to make a carbon program successful for 
small acreages like those in Indiana is to find an aggregator, 
someone who can combine ownerships to create a large 
enough pool to help reduce expenses to individual 
landowners. The Indiana Classified Forest & Wildlands 
program FSC certification group is an example of a type of 
aggregation program where the Indiana Division of Forestry 
manages the group on behalf of the enrolled landowners. 
It remains to be seen if that concept could be explored for 
carbon credits and who might serve in the aggregator role. 
There are currently a few pilots in the US who are exploring 
this idea.

NCX Program
A new program was announced by NCX (www.ncx.com) in 
the spring of 2021 in the Southeast and Northeast US. This 
program is a bit different in that it uses remote satellite data 
and modeling to produce the data instead of expensive 
ground inventories. NCX pays landowners to defer harvest 
for one year on what they determine as timber “at risk of 
harvest.” 

Landowners can submit their properties at no cost for 
determination by NCX if they qualify for the program. If they 
do, enrollment is free and landowners can submit a bid for 
a buyer to purchase their eligible credits as determined by 
NCX. NCX announced in the last cycle landowners were 
paid $17 per credit for their carbon. There is no minimum 
property size to be considered for the program, but the 
smallest parcel in the last enrollment was 35 acres. 

NCX announced rollout in Indiana in June of this year, 
with enrollments through September. Landowners 
who submitted their properties have received notice 
that the rollout has been postponed until December. To 
learn more about the NCX program, watch the webinar 
hosted by IFWOA in June at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=u7vrJaY4Rao&t=356s. After watching the video and 
reviewing the information at www.ncx.com, landowners 
might consider enrolling their property if a one year harvest 
deferral and the contract terms are a fit for your management 
plan and objectives. 

Family Forests Carbon Program
The carbon working group of which Liz Jackson is a member 
has also heard from other pilot programs around the nation 
which are not yet available in Indiana. The main thing we 
have learned is that all of these programs are very much still 
in the initial testing stages, and none except NCX (which 
is on pause) are ready to implement in Indiana. They are 
working on bugs in the data, ground-truthing the results, 
and developing standards that are 3rd party verifiable.

One such program is the Family Forests Carbon program 
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Engaging Family Members in 
IFWOA
Spending time in the woods having fun or doing projects is a 
great way to engage the next generation (and beyond) in an 
appreciation and enjoyment of your property. Another way is 
to share information with them – through a discounted family 
membership in IFWOA.

With your membership, additional family members are just 
$25 per year per address. Consider adding your children now 
to provide regular contact and access to resources about 
woodland ownership. With a family membership, IFWOA will 
send monthly e-newsletters with brief updates, invitations 
to meetings, and the Leaves & Limbs newsletter. Go online to 
https://www.ifwoa.org/join/ or call the IFWOA office at 765-496-
5013 or email ifwoa1@gmail.com to add family now.

Time to order tree seedlings from 
Vallonia nursery
If you are interested in ordering seedlings for conservation 
plantings in spring 2022, orders for the Indiana state tree 
nursery will be accepted after October 1. Orders should be 
placed ASAP as supplies are limited and many species sell 
out quickly. Learn more and order at https://www.in.gov/dnr/
forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/. 

in Pennsylvania, a partnership between American Forest 
Foundation and The Nature Conservancy. Several very large 
corporate partners have signed on to purchase credits. This 
program is focusing on ways to provide carbon credits to 
smaller landowners to manage their forests better but with 
minimal additional costs to participate.

The Program offers landowners 10 or 20 year contracts, 
with installment payments to participate in one of 2 
practices:

Growing Mature Forests - The Growing Mature Forests 
practice promotes the growth of larger, higher quality 
trees by limiting harvesting over a 20-year contract 
period, in line with the landowner’s management plan. 
This practice will not prevent landowners from harvesting 
completely but is intended to prevent high-grading by 
setting limits on the size and quantity of trees allowed to 
be removed. 

Enhancing Future Forests – The Enhancing Future Forests 
practice promotes robust successful regeneration of 
new forests by having the landowner reduce competing 

vegetation following or preceding a regeneration harvest. 
This will allow quality trees to have the space, sunlight and 
water needed to grow.

The Family Forests Carbon program has plans to expand 
into the northeast and to the Lake states, but not yet plans 
for Indiana. To learn more about this program, see https://
www.forestfoundation.org/family-forest-carbon-program-
landowners.

Summary
Although carbon credits have been covered in the 
national news several times this year, through further 
study it is clear that none of the programs are quite fully 
implemented yet. While the concept has potential for those 
landowners looking for additional (and to-date minimal) 
income there are still many concerns to work through. 
As a participant on the state carbon working group, Liz 
Jackson’s focus is on communicating the needs of Indiana 
woodland owners and how a carbon program can benefit 
them and their properties. IFWOA will continue to keep 
landowners posted about this potential income and how 
landowners can participate in this ever-evolving idea.

Monthly IFWOA E-News Updates
We are still sending a monthly e-newsletter with the latest 
information and resources for woodland owners, it should 
arrive the first week of the month. This includes upcoming 
events, and ideas to improve your woodland stewardship. If 
you are not receiving it, make sure we have an updated email 
for you, send to ifwoa1@gmail.com. And if we have your 
email but you haven’t seen an issue yet, check your Spam, 
Junk, and Trash folders for ifwoa1@gmail.com, or set your 
rules so that our email address goes to your inbox.
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Annual Meeting Plans 
Subject to Change
As with everything in this ever-evolving Covid-19 
situation, the plans for the annual meeting are subject 
to change based on local health guidelines and 
recommendations. To ensure the safety of our members 
we have planned a much larger space and distancing of 
attendees. We have shortened the meeting to limit the 
need for overnight travel. We will use health department 
recommendations for food preparation and service 
and have appropriate sanitation available. Masks are 
recommended in situations where distancing is not 
possible.

We encourage you to register as usual so we can plan the 
meeting, and we would notify you should the meeting 
be cancelled. The hotel has a generous cancellation 
policy (48 hours before arrival) so early hotel reservations 
are also encouraged, or plan on driving in for the day.

If you are comfortable and ready to attend the meeting, 
we encourage you to join us, but if you are not ready we 
will plan on seeing you in 2022 at Clifty Falls State Park.

Hotel Reservations for 
the November meeting- 
Reserve now!
There are not any hotels within a short distance of the 
Conference Center, but for those traveling a long way 
we have secured a block of rooms at the Comfort Inn, 
8229 E US Hwy 36, Avon. This hotel is 6 miles from the 
meeting. Call the Comfort Inn in at 1 (317) 204-2100 
by October 8 for the special rate. A block of rooms is 
available for $99 plus tax, ask for the IFWOA block.

2021 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference
November 6 • Hendricks County 4H Conference Center

Saturday, November 6
9:30 – 10 AM Registration, networking & coffee  

10 – 10:15 Opening & welcome: Liz Jackson, IFWOA

10:15 – 10:45 Division of Forestry update: John Seifert, IN Division of Forestry

10:45 – 11:30 Deer impact monitoring and prevention: RD Sample, Purdue University

11:30 – 12:00 Timber markets and industry update: Chris Gonso, IN Division of Forestry/ISDA

12:00 – 1:15 Lunch (provided), Silent auction  

1:15 – 1:45 Awards program: Charles Deam Forest Stewardship Award, John Datena 
Distinguished Forester Award

1:45 – 2:15 Policy Update/Business meeting: Liz Jackson, IFWOA

2:15 – 3:00 Managing smaller properties: Dan Shaver, USDA-NRCS

3:00 – 3:45 Using herbicides effectively to treat invasives, Will Drews, SICIM/Knox County SWCD

3:45 – 4:00 Closing  

Agenda may be subject to change.  
See https://www.ifwoa.org/resources/annual-woodland-owner-conference/ for updates.

Sponsorships Available for 
Annual Meeting
IFWOA relies on meeting sponsorships to help cover 
our costs and give you the best meeting possible. 
Please consider donating to support the educational 
program or meal.
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Indiana Division of Forestry update – Jack Seifert, 
state forester. Our state forester will discuss ongoing 
division activities and any updates of the private lands 
stewardship programs.

Deer impacts monitoring and prevention – RD Sample, 
Purdue University. RD will discuss how to monitor your 
native plants in the understory to determine what 
impacts deer are having on your property. He will also 
discuss ways to reduce those impacts to ensure healthy 
biodiversity.

Timber markets and industry update – Chris Gonso, 
IN Dept of Agriculture/IN Division of Forestry. The past 
few months have had very strong timber markets and 
pricing across most species and grades. Chris will dive 
deeper into how the domestic and overseas markets 
have performed and identify the areas of strength and 
expectations for the future.

Policy discussion – Liz Jackson IFWOA Executive Director. 
Liz will review some of the recent and upcoming national 
and state policy issues affecting private woodland 
owners, with a specific focus on carbon programs for 
woodland owners.

Managing smaller properties – Dan Shaver, forester, IN 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. Smaller properties 
have most of the same concerns as large properties, but 
may have access to fewer resources and assistance. Dan 
will discuss some of these concerns and some things 
smaller acreage landowners can do to be successful.

Using herbicides effectively to treat invasives – Will 
Drews, SICIM/Knox County SWCD. How many times have 
you sprayed herbicide on invasives, to return later and 
find them still thriving? Will discusses some techniques 
to help make sure your efforts are more efficient at 
controlling invasives.

Additional Activities include:
Saturday afternoon awards program

Silent auction and raffles to benefit IFEF
Woods on Wheels traveling interactive forestry exhibit

Sponsored by the Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners 
Association, Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation and 
Indiana Tree Farm Committee

Help Support IFEF at the Annual Meeting
After missing our in-person meeting last year, Indiana Forestry Educational 
Foundation will again be fundraising at our annual meeting in Danville 
this year with a few changes from tradition. 

The Silent Auction begins on Saturday morning and runs through lunch. 
This is a great place to shop for gifts for family and friends—after all, 
the holidays are fast approaching. It’s also fun trying to outbid your 
competitors! There is always a very wide range of items available, and you 
would be hard pressed to not find something you like. The live auction will 
be postponed this year because there will be no evening awards banquet.

Besides the silent auction, there will be raffles and a chance to donate 
directly to IFEF. All monies raised at the auctions help support IFEF in 
providing educational programs throughout the year including support of 
the IFWOA annual meeting and the small grants program to other partner 
organizations. These programs support forestry education for students 
and landowners like us. If you have something to bring to the auction 
or questions about the auction, contact Liz Jackson at (765) 496-5013 or 
jackson@purdue.edu. Thanks for your support!

Janet Eger, Auction Chair
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Woods on Wheels Rolling around Indiana
The new Woods on Wheels mobile education unit tells the story of forestry and the forest industry to Indiana school students 
and residents through fun activities and interactive displays. Woods on Wheels was made possible by the Indiana Hardwoods 
Lumbermen’s Association (IHLA), Purdue University Forestry & Natural Resources Department, and the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources with the support of the state’s hardwoods industry.

It was recently at the State Fair for 3 weeks, and then the Hoosier Hardwood Festival. Consider asking your local public or school 
officials to invite the Woods on Wheels to your community for school tours, fairs or festivals. Learn more about Woods on Wheels 
or how to invite to your local event at: https://www.in.gov/isda/divisions/economic-development/hardwoods/woods-on-wheels/.

Come see the Woods on Wheels at our upcoming annual landowner conference on November 6!

Timber Tax Website Has 
Helpful Tips
It won’t be long until time to file 2021 taxes. If you’ve had a 
timber sale, received cost share payments, or other events 
that impacted your timber investment, check out www.
timbertax.org or send your accountant the link. There are 
webinars explaining some of the basics, examples, and IRS 
information on handling various financial events. Timber 
taxation is highly specialized but not overly difficult with 
the assistance of this site.

Dawn slack of TNC presented on invasive plants at our last in-
person annual meeting at Turkey Run in 2019.
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Invasive Species Watch:  
Swallow-worts
The swallow-worts (also called dogstrangling vine) are perennial, herbaceous, 
twining vines. The two species of principal concern in North America are black 
and pale swallow-wort. Their leaves are narrowly oval to heart-shaped, 2-5” long 
and 1-2 1/2” wide, forming a long, sharp-pointed tip, with smooth margins. Leaves 
are shiny and dark green and grow in an opposite arrangement.

They are most commonly found growing in disturbed environments such as 
roadsides, old fields, pastures, forest edges, and similar habitats. As of May 2021, 
nine counties in central and northern Indiana reported small populations of black 
swallow-wort ranging in size from 10 square feet to 2,500 square feet of infested 
area. Along Indiana’s border, two Michigan counties and the Chicago area report 
significant populations of black swallow-wort. No records of pale swallow-wort 
have been reported for Indiana. Two Michigan counties bordering northern 
Indiana and a central Illinois county are the nearest reported populations of pale 
swallow-wort. It’s likely that the swallow-worts are more widely distributed than 
currently reported on EDDMapS online invasive species geodatabase reporting 
system.

For more information on swallow-worts, view the new Purdue Extension 
publication by Extension forester Ron Rathfon to learn more about how to ID, 
look-alike native plants, and control methods: https://www.extension.purdue.edu/
extmedia/FNR/FNR-620-W.pdf.  
 

Black swallow-wort (Vincetoxicum  
nigrum (L.) Moench) credit Emma 
Erler, University of New Hampshire, 
Bugwood.org. Information provided 
by Purdue publication FNR-620-W, 
“Invasive Plant Series: Swallow-worts, 
by Ron Rathfon.

Written Timber Sale 
Contracts
In the last session of the Indiana General Assembly, a bill 
was submitted that would have required a written contract 
on all timber sales in Indiana. The bill did not specify any of 
the language or requirements of the contract, just that it be 
in writing. Why? The number of timber sale disagreements 
between buyer and seller has been rising, and local law 
enforcement is spending a lot of time on these cases, but 
without anything in writing they are very difficult to resolve. 
This bill was submitted as a solution to try to protect both 
parties and help with resolution of problems. The bill did not 
move forward in the session due to other legislative priorities.

To reduce the possibility of misunderstandings and 
disagreements, a written contract between buyer and seller 
is a smart business practice. “Handshake” agreements are 
not a good practice and may not be enforceable in a court of 
law. At a minimum, the contract should state in writing who 
the parties are, what is being sold, for how much, and how 
payment will occur. Timber buyers and foresters can provide 
you with a standard timber sales contract, but be certain to 
review it before signing for the specific terms you agreed to.

Adapted from FNR-111, Marketing Timber, https://www.
extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/fnr-111.pdf. 

From: Buerger A, Howe K, Jacquart E, Chandler M, Culley T, Evans 
C, Kearns K, Schutziki R, Van Riper L (2016) Risk assessments for 
invasive plants: a Midwestern U.S. comparison. Invasive Plant 
Science and Management 9: 41-54.
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With the onset of winter, thoughts shift to some of the 
challenges of winter chainsaw operation. With a little extra 
care, your chainsaw can offer peak performance even in the 
face of extreme cold temperatures. You will also need to take 
extra precautions for specific weather-related hazards.

Personal Protective Equipment
While working with a chainsaw during the winter, as always, 
wear protective apparel, such as chaps, hearing protection 
and gloves. In the winter, wood is even more likely to splinter, 
so the use of a helmet and eye protection remains critical. 
Some manufacturers offer winter protective pants made with 
materials that are both cut retardant and resistant to water 
and snow, providing an option to the protective leg wear you 
would normally wear.

Winter Chainsaw Maintenance and Operation
The first thing to do to prepare your chainsaw for use in 
temperatures under 40° F is to switch the winter/summer 
shutter on your saw to “winter” to activate the carburetor 
pre-heater system, if your chainsaw has this feature. Leaving 
the shutter on the summer position could result in carburetor 
icing, causing the machine to perform poorly, idle erratically, 
and even run lean, which could eventually cause major engine 
failure.

Your chainsaw will require some extra maintenance during 
winter. The following are some basic recommendations:

• Be sure to keep the sprocket cover clean to prevent snow 
and moisture from freezing with sawdust and oil that 
normally collect around the sprocket area.

• Clean the chain brake more often, especially with 
chainsaws that have the chain brake in the sprocket cover.

• Remove snow from around the fuel tank opening before 
refueling, so snow doesn’t fall in the tank; water and 
moisture in the fuel can cause unnecessary aggravation.

• Keep the anti-vibration system free from snow and ice 
that could freeze and affect operation of the anti-vibration 
system, resulting in increased operator fatigue.

• Wipe away any snow, ice or water droplets from around 
the throttle trigger and throttle trigger interlock to ensure 
they remain operational.

• Also keep the cooling air intake clean and free from snow, 
ice and sawdust to prevent your engine from overheating. 
Take care that bulkier winter clothing does not get sucked 

Careful Cutting—Working in a Winter Wonderland
Tips for Cold Weather Chainsaw Operation
Editor’s Note: While we are still seeing hot summer weather, it may only be a few weeks until these safety tips are needed. 

By Randy Scully, National Service Manager for STIHL Incorporated

up against the cooling air intake. This can restrict air flow 
and cause major engine failure.

• Be extra attentive to risk-reducing features and control 
mechanisms on your chainsaw and keep them clean.

Special Weather-Related Precautions
Be aware that the ground might be frozen and slippery. You 
will need solid footing with good traction. With all your winter 
tree work, take extreme care in the freezing weather. When it’s 
windy, stormy or rainfall is heavy, consider delaying the work 
to avoid hazards.

Since frozen wood is harder than non-frozen wood, you may 
want to decrease the saw chain’s filing angle by five degrees. 
Decreasing the chain’s angle increases cutting performance in 
frozen woods and decreases the wear to your guide bar and 
saw chain.

Keep ice from building up on the handles of your chainsaw 
to prevent your hands from slipping off the machine. Before 
you start felling, try to remove the snow around the trunk of 
the tree and knock off as much snow and ice as possible from 
low hanging limbs, which pose an increased risk of distraction 
from falling snow while you are cutting the tree.

As you face the challenges of winter work, taking a few extra 
maintenance steps and being extra alert to potential hazards 
can increase the productivity of your equipment and reduce 
the risk of injury.

Randy Scully is product service manager for STIHL Inc., based 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia. This article was accessed on August 
25, 2021 at https://www.stihlusa.com/information/articles/
working-winter-wonderland/. 
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Property line maintenance is one of the most important 
aspects of land ownership. Well-marked boundaries can 
help ensure your assets are protected. This article and 
associated video will teach you how to maintain and mark 
your property lines.

Property line maintenance is one of the most important 
aspects of land ownership. It is your responsibility as the 
landowner to know where the boundaries to your property 
are located. Most forest landowners have a general idea 
where their lines are and have accurately surveyed maps, 
but few have their lines clearly marked and painted on the 
ground.

Well-marked boundaries can protect you from timber theft 
and help ensure other assets are protected. They also help 
you avoid trespassing on your neighbors when cutting 
trees or building roads and trails. When selling timber or 
performing other management activities it is important to 
know exactly where the boundary line is to avoid damage 
or disturbance to neighboring properties.

Only a licensed land surveyor can establish a property 
boundary. However, if you have a good modern survey 
description, you may be able to locate the property lines 
based on evidence and marking left behind from previous 
surveys. If your boundary lines cannot be located, you will 
have to contact a reputable surveyor. For the purposes of 
this article, we are going to assume you have an accurate 
modern survey and the lines and corners have been 
previously marked or “blazed” by a surveyor.

Once located, the boundary line should be marked using 
a combination of flagging and paint. Paint is preferred 
since it is the most durable, lasting more than 5 years, and 
cannot be torn down or moved. Plastic flagging is generally 
used to temporarily locate boundary lines but should 
be followed by more permanent blazing and painting 
trees along and near the line. Use a bright, (white, blue, 
red, or orange show up well) durable, brush-on paint. 
Many commercial brands of boundary marking paint are 
available. Choose your preferred color. Removing any loose 
bark before applying will allow the markings to last longer.

In the field, locate all corners or monuments and mark 
them as well. Corners should also be identified by “witness” 
trees. The marks on witness trees face or point to the 
corner. Surveyors make hacks or chop marks on witness 

Maintaining Forest Property Lines
By David R. Jackson, Extension Educator Penn State Extension

trees in three parallel lines about equal distance apart 
that face the actual corner marker. Be sure to paint 
over the scars that remain from the axe chops. A 
combination of paint and hack mark scars ensure long 
term visibility of corner markings.

Line sections between corners can be long, where 
one corner is not visible from the first. Therefore, 
it is important to mark trees along the line as well. 
You may need to install posts along sections of lines 
with only small trees or no trees to make the location 
more obvious. Trees marking a line are designed 
with side-line chops or blazes made by the surveyor. 
Blazes are typically 5-6” long, 3-4” wide, and 4 to 5 
feet above the ground. All old survey blazes need to 
be located and painted so they are visible. Paint both 
the blazed callous tissue surface as well as 2-3” of bark 
surrounding the blaze.

Blaze marks made along a line face the actual line and 
are made in a way to visualize the exact placement of 
the property border. When trees are located directly 
in the path of the line, two blaze marks will be on 
the tree, one on the side the line enters and another 
on the opposite side where the line exits. Survey 
markings can occur at different intervals along a line. 
When painting your line, it is a good idea to mark 
trees close enough so that from any mark you can see 
the next in either direction, the exact distance will 
vary with terrain and vegetation density.

Finding and marking your boundary lines with paint 
can be enjoyable and helpful. The best time of year 
to do this is when the leaves are off the trees. Once 
located, it is best to re-paint every 5-7 years to keep 
the marks fresh and easy to locate. Marked property 
lines are a sign of good forest management. They 
protect you from trespass, make forest management 
activities possible, and reduce the potential for 
accidental timber theft from neighbors.

Watch a brief video about property line marking from 
Purdue Extension forester Lenny Farlee: https://youtu.
be/46xThbtEh0U. 

Accessed online 8/26/2021 at https://extension.psu.
edu/maintaining-forest-property-lines. 
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As the number of commitments being made to plant trees in 
the United States skyrockets, one key question often surfaces. 
Will there be enough trees to meet the demand?

At the moment, the answer is no. There is potential 
to reforest 133 million acres in the Lower 48 United 
States, according to The Reforestation Hub (https://www.
reforestationhub.org/) a tool created by American Forests and 
The Nature Conservancy. 

A whopping 34 billion tree seedlings are needed in order 
to just get halfway there by 2040, focusing on the land that 
has the highest potential for successful reforestation. But 
tree nurseries in the U.S. currently produce only 1.3 billion 
seedlings per year. They would need to increase annual 
production 2.4 fold, to more than 3 billion seedlings, by 2040.  

New research done by 18 people from American Forests 
and elsewhere shines light on this challenge and digs into 
the reasons why nursery production is low. The research 
is based on survey responses from 111 public, private and 
tribal nursery operators managing half of U.S. seedling output. 
It is the most comprehensive look to date at the barriers 
to ramping up seedling production in the country. Read 
Challenges to the Reforestation Pipeline in the United States: 
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/ffgc.2021.629198/
full. 

THE BARRIERS
While most nursery employees surveyed for this research 
project said they are very willing to expand, serious issues 
make it hard for them to do so. 

The most significant barrier is finding and keeping 
people who can do the work. The bulk of nursery work is 
seasonal. Most nurseries rely on migrant workers to fill these 
temporary jobs. Nurseries also struggle to find skilled, full-time 
employees, especially as many nursery managers and experts 
near retirement. It is particularly hard to find people who have 
expertise in how to collect, test (for diseases), process and 
store seeds, including ones that can withstand the impacts of 
climate change. 

Nurseries are also wary of the economic risk that comes with 
building more greenhouses, buying more land or equipment 
and growing more seedlings. Seedlings take about two years 
to grow. It can be hard to predict market demand that far in 

The Tree Nursery Dilemma and Opportunity: An editorial 
from American Forests, Inc.

advance. It’s a classic chicken and egg, or a seed and a seedling 
dilemma. Without knowing for sure that expanding will 
pay off, nurseries and the whole reforestation pipeline are 
unlikely to do so. 

Other constraints include limited access to land and water, old 
or non-existent infrastructure and the complicated logistics 
of transporting seedlings from nurseries to planting 
sites. Predicting how many seeds are needed also creates 
problems. Because nurseries must forecast demand for 
seeds one to two years in advance, there is often a mismatch 
between seedling supply and demand. Wildfires and other 
climate-related disturbances make forecasting even more 
difficult.  

THE SOLUTIONS
Ramping Up Reforestation in the United States: A Guide for 
Policymakers (https://www.americanforests.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/Ramping-Up-Reforestation_FINAL.pdf), a new 
report from American Forests, lays out solutions that can be 
put in place by the private and public sectors to address the 
nurseries challenge. 

Within government, a federal infrastructure policy 
package that includes funding for nursery development and 
tree planting projects could be created. U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development business loan 
guarantees could help nurseries grow to meet coming 
demands. The REPLANT Act — introduced in March 2020 
— would remove the antiquated $30 million cap on the 
Reforestation Trust Fund, which uses revenues from tariffs on 
foreign wood imports to reforest land in national forests.    

For private land, such as family-owned forests and marginal 
pastureland, the USDA could reinvigorate Farm Bill programs 
to promote tree planting for conservation. This would 
bring more seedling orders to nurseries and planting projects 
to private landowners. 

Implementing these solutions is an important step to creating 
healthy forests for this and future generations.  

This project was made possible with generous support from the 
Paul and June Rossetti Foundation and Sant Foundation.

Accessed online on August 26, 2021 at https://www.
americanforests.org/our-work/the-tree-nursery-dilemma-and-
opportunity/.
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Now is an amazing time to enjoy the Indiana outdoors!

This time of year it’s easy to get lazy about tick prevention 
though... here are three ways to stay healthy while you spend 
time outside.

Prevent Tick Encounters
There are many important ways to prevent tick encounters/
bites but here are a few to practice this fall:

Wear treated socks to keep tiny ticks from crawling through 
them. (Nymphal stage ticks — tiny ticks — are especially active 
right now so this is extra-important.)

Tuck in your shirt while you’re enjoying the outdoors.

Walk in the middle of trails (away from tall grass and 
undergrowth) as you’re hiking and walking to avoid prime tick 
habitat.

Be Aware of Tick Activity During the Fall
Don’t forget that ticks are still very active through the fall.

Some species of ticks are in their nymphal stage (very small 
and very plentiful!) in the late summer/fall, and some are full-
grown.

Both can carry Lyme disease so it is still a very important time 
to stay vigilant.

Three Ways to Stay Safe from Ticks in the Fall
From Indiana Lyme Connect September newsletter

Brush Up on Lyme Disease Symptoms
Did you know that properly treating a tick bite within 30 days 
can mean the difference between a short-term bout with Lyme 
and very long-term Lyme, known as chronic Lyme?

Know the symptoms so you don’t miss the vital 30-day 
treatment period.

Lyme symptoms mimic a lot of other common ailments (even 
COVID). Take a look at this post for common symptoms but 
know that there can be others.

Not everyone gets a “bullseye rash” that some people associate 
with Lyme, and not everyone even knows they’ve had a 
tick bite. It’s vital to know the symptoms and signs so you 
can connect with a qualified healthcare professional who is 
well-versed in Lyme immediately.  If you need to decide on a 
provider visit this page.

If you have a friend who enjoys the Indiana outdoors please 
SHARE this information with them!

For more information about Indiana Lyme Connect, see www.
indianalymeconnect.org. 
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Current Indiana CISMAs (Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas)
Counties Covered Contact Name Contact Email
Brown n/a info@bcnwp.org 
Clark Melanie Davis melanie.davis@in.nacdnet.net 
Daviess & Martin Emily Finch daviessmartin.cisma@gmail.com 
Dearborn Jennifer Hughes jennifer.hughes@in.nacdnet.net 
Delaware Laurynn Thieme, Becky Daugherty ljthieme@purdue.edu, delcoswcd@gmail.com 
Dubois Emily Finch emily.finch@in.nacdnet.net 
Floyd Gina Anderson gmanders@purdue.edu 
Greene Amber Slaughterbeck amber@sicim.info 
Hamilton Claire Lane claire.lane@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Harrison Miranda Edge medge@purdue.edu 
Hendricks Bree Ollier brianna.ollier@in.nacdnet.net 
Henry Helen Steussy hsteussy@comcast.net 
Jackson Terry Ault terry.ault@in.nacdnet.net 
Jasper Mandi Glanz mandi@sicim.info  
Johnson Blair Beavers blair-beavers@iaswcd.org 
Knox Will Drews willem.drews@in.nacdnet.net 
Kosciusko Peggy Wihebrink pwihebrink@hotmail.com 
LaGrange, Stueben Beth Williams & Nate Simons bw_consulting@frontier.com, stuartbheron1@hotmail.com
Lake, LaPorte, Porter Eric Bird ebird@heinzetrust.org 
Lawrence Whitney Baldwin Whitney.Baldwin@in.nacdnet.net 
Marion John Hazlett or Kelly DeRolf circlecitycisma@gmail.com 
Miami, Huntington, Wabash Teresa Rody TRody@dnr.IN.gov 
Monroe Ellen Jacquart mciris2010@gmail.com 
Morgan David Mow invasivesmorgancounty@gmail.com 
Orange Michael Wilhite michael.wilhite@in.nacdnet.net 
Owen Devin Brown sweetowenwoodlands@gmail.com  
Perry & Spencer Kaila Knies kaila@sicim.info 
Pike & Gibson Hillary Bulcher hbulcher@dnr.IN.gov 
Porter & LaPorte Michael Herrman mherrman@laporteco.in.gov 
Posey Amy Smith Amy.Smith@in.nacdnet.net 
Putnam Vanessa Fox vfox@depauw.edu 
Starke & Pulaski Phil Woolery pwoolery@purdue.edu  
Sullivan Allison McKain allison.mckain@in.nacdnet.net 
Tippecanoe Angie Miller angela.garcia-miller@in.nacdnet.net 
Vanderburgh n/a Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com 
Vermillion Amber Slaughterbeck amber@sicim.info 
Vigo Amber Slaughterbeck Vigoinvasivesmanagement@gmail.com 
Warrick Hillary Bulcher hbulcher@dnr.IN.gov 
Wayne Richard Smith smithdi@earlham.edu  
   

Have you Found your Local CISMA?
Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas (CISMAs) 
are forming in counties throughout the state. If you haven’t 
yet heard about your local group, we encourage you to reach 
out and get connected. These groups are a great resource for 
woodland owners to help you learn more about invasive ID 
and control, and to work together with neighbors and other 
landowners to protect your native habitats. You can also get 

a free invasives tour and inspection. See below a listing of 
contacts by county.

This list was compiled by Southern Indiana Cooperative 
Invasives Management (SICIM) as part of the Indiana Invasives 
Initiative and updated August 2, 2021. For more information, 
including new CISMAs that are forming, visit http://www.sicim.
info/cismas.  
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Looking for Landowners to Collect Acorns for the White Oak 
Genetics & Tree Improvement Program
If you are interested in helping collect white oak acorns for this 
program, see specific information online about how to collect 
on the IFWOA front page at  www.ifwoa.org, or contact  Laura.
DeWald@uky.edu for more information or see https://white-
oak-genetics.ca.uky.edu/ or facebook.com/whiteoakgenetics/. 

About the Program
White oak (Quercus alba) occurs throughout the eastern US 
forests where it is important to the health and how these 
forests function. White oak also provides habitat for wildlife 
such as turkey and deer, and it has high value to the forest 
products industry.

The White Oak Initiative (www.whiteoakinitiative.org) is 
working to ensure there is a never-ending presence of 
white oak in the eastern forests. It supports the sustainable 
growth and production of white oak for a wide range of 
environmental, social and economic benefits.

White oak research and the role of genetics and tree 
improvement is a focus area of the White Oak Initiative in 
recognition of the importance this work plays in our ability to 
respond to increasing pressures on the white oak resource. The 
White Oak Genetics and Tree Improvement program (www.
white-oak-genetics.ca.uky.edu ) also supports the goals of the 
James B. Beam Institute for Kentucky Spirits.

Program Goals: collaborate with industry (forest, wood, 
distilling), and agencies and organizations (forestry, 
conservation, wildlife) to: (1) quantify genetic variation in 
white oak and, (2) improve traits that have economic and 
ecological value. The project will support white oak users by:

• providing a sustainable supply of high quality, improved 
white oak seedlings via a tree improvement program to 
meet current and future demands

• improving our ability to conserve and restore white oak in 
the forest to achieve a variety of ecological, conservation 
and economic goals at regional and national levels

• providing genetic resources for academic and industrial 
research and development

Program Description
Phase 1 - Collecting and Archiving Genetic Material: 
White oak genetic material is being collected from the entire 
geographic range of white oak. Acorn collectors include 
federal and state agency personnel, academic institutions, 
woodland owners, NGO’s and many citizen volunteers 
including those in the Master Naturalist programs. Acorns are 
planted and seedlings are grown at the Kentucky Division 
of Forestry’s (KDF) Morgan Co. nursery. Other than hand-
planting, standard nursery operating procedures are followed 
(irrigation, weed control, fertilization, lifting and cold storage). 
Twigs (called scions) from the trees that acorns were collected 
from are grafted onto swamp white oak root stock and out-
planted to create a clone bank to conserve genetic material 
of the parent trees for creation of future seed orchards. Acorn 
and scion collecting will continue until the entire geographic 
range of white oak is represented in the program.

The white oak genetics and tree improvement program is 
designed to be 100% collaborative. While the program is 

White Oak Genetics and Tree Improvement Program (WOGTIP) 
Department of Forestry and Natural Resources University of Kentucky 
Dr. Laura E. DeWald

coordinated at the University of Kentucky, it cannot succeed 
without the involvement of many different volunteers, 
partners and stakeholders across the eastern US. We welcome 
anyone interested in participating in the program to contact 
us about how you can be involved!

Phase 2 - Progeny Testing: 1-year-old seedlings are planted 
in progeny tests to evaluate parent tree traits of interest to 
stakeholders. Depending on the trait, identification of superior 
performance can occur within 7-15 years.

A progeny test located at Maker’s Mark Star Hill Farm in 
Loretto KY will include seed sources representing the entire 
geographic range of white oak. Planting began in March 2021. 
Many smaller regional progeny tests are also being established 
throughout the geographic range of white oak. These tests will 
allow us to describe genetic patterns to ensure seed sources 
do not get moved outside their range of adaption, and we 
can look for local and non-local genetic superiority. Several 
partners have expressed interest in hosting a regional test 
including academic institutions, USFS National Forest system 
and Research Stations, and state natural resource agencies.

Phase 3 – Seed Orchard Establishment and Seedling 
Deployment: Parents of superior progeny based on the 
progeny tests results are used to create grafted seed orchards 
using material stored in the clone banks.

Pollen mixing among top parents within seed orchards 
creates genetically diverse, high quality offspring. Controlled 
pollination can be used to breed for insect and disease 
resistance, or for other traits that will support ecological 
success in the forest and/or increased economic value for 
wood products industries.

State nurseries are a logical place for locating seed orchards 
because they are the most effective way to disseminate 
improved seedlings. The nurseries also save money by not 
having to purchase white oak acorns.

However, not all states have a nursery, demand for white oak 
acorns is very high, and acorn production is highly variable 
in white oak. Therefore, to ensure a sustainable supply to 
the nurseries, two addition types of acorn production areas 
of genetically superior trees will be established. Poorer 
performing trees will be removed from the progeny tests after 
15 years and these tests will be converted to acorn production 
areas. Superior seedlings will also be planted in small areas 
on private woodlands and within National Forests to become 
additional acorn production areas. The establishment of many 
acorn production areas using superior white oak throughout 
its range will supplement the grafted seed orchards to ensure 
a consistent annual supply of acorns is available to the 
nurseries for the production of superior white oak seedlings.

Reforestation using superior white oak seedlings will achieve 
the goals of the white oak genetics and tree improvement 
program.

Initial funding for the white oak genetics and tree improvement 
program has been provided by Univ. KY Dept. Forestry and 
Natural Resources, KY Agriculture Experiment Station, USDA 
Forest Service Southern Research Station, and KY Division of 
Forestry www.ifwoa.org
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Online registration is preferred, please use this registration only if you can’t register online. Register online at 
http://2021ifwoa.eventbrite.com using your credit card or send this form and a check payable to “IFWOA” to the 
address below.

Please register by October 27th, but late registrations will be accepted. 

FULL REGISTRATION
Family rate (2 or more) $40/family $______________

Individual rate $25/person $______________

Donation to support the meeting  (Enter amount) $______________

Donation to support Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation (tax deductible) (Enter amount) $______________  

Total remitted $______________
Name(s) __________________________________________Phone ___________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________Names of other attendee(s) __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

❑   Note if this is your first IFWOA annual meeting

Mail registrations to: IFWOA, 1007 North 725 West, West Lafayette, IN 47906-9431

Questions? Call 765-496-5013, email ifwoa1@gmail.com or see https://www.ifwoa.org. 
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