The Natural Boom and Bust Cycle of Forest Carbon
Estimates of net annual storage
of carbon indicate that forests
in the United States constitute
an important carbon sink,
removing more carbon from
the atmosphere than they
are emitting. Forests in the
U.S. remove the equivalent of
about 12 percent of annual
U.S. fossil fuel emissions or
about 206 teragrams of carbon
after accounting for natural
emissions, such as wildfire and
decomposition.
Managing carbon in a forest
is not the same as managing
the forest for carbon. Carbon management is one part
of sustainable land management. Our job as woodland
owners is to maintain the long-term health of forests and
grasslands and all of their benefits – the ones on which we
have traditionally focused as well as those whose importance

may not have been as
well recognized. Carbon
adds another dimension
to our work, and requires
a different perspective
on basic principles. There
may be tradeoffs between
carbon and other services,
but dealing with tradeoffs
has always been part of our
resource management.

Carbon Assessments
Our forests (national forests,
private, and other public)
provide an important
ecosystem service in the
form of carbon sequestration – the uptake and storage
of carbon in forests and wood products. This service is
becoming more valuable as the impacts of greenhouse
gas emissions are becoming more fully understood and
continued on page 6

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS

Woodland Owners Online
Together (WOOT!)
Annual Woodland Owner Conference November 6-7
We are sorry that we made the difficult decision to cancel
our in-person conference this year. But we have planned
a variety of great activities, both live and on your own,
to allow you networking and learning opportunities and
chances to bond with your family.
Webinars, virtual field tours, a photo contest, scavenger
hunt and more!
Mark your calendars and plant to join us live online
on November 6-7. Also check out all the fun activities
you can do in the weeks leading up to the live
conference. See more information on pages 9-12.
Hasn’t 2020 been a Hoot?

Whether you
are having
fun with
your family
in Outdoors
October
activities (top),
or attending
live online
November
6-7, we have
something
for everyone
at this year’s
woodland
owner
conference.

www.ifwoa.org
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Indiana Forestry Educational
Foundation Needs Your Help
The Foundation uses the silent and live
auction fundraisers at the November
annual conference which generally
earn from $3000-$5000 each year, to
fund forestry education projects for
woodland owners, students, and the
public. Generally 4-6 small grants are
awarded each fall, as well as annual
support for Project Learning Tree,
IFWOA educational programs, and other
projects as needed. IFEF could use your
help in a number of ways:

Donate Now
With the cancellation of the annual
meeting that primary fundraiser is no
longer available. IFEF is requesting
that those who register for the annual
conference consider a voluntary
donation to help support future
programs.

Do you have Grants
experience?
IFEF could use assistance from someone
with expertise at grant writing or with
grants.

Idea Alert!
Do you have creative ideas for
fundraising or ways we could support
IFEF’s efforts to provide forestry
programs? The board would love to
hear your ideas.
If you have suggestions for any of
the above, please reach out to IFEF
at jackson@purdue.edu or 765-4093272 to share with us. Together we can
provide programs to improve woodland
stewardship in Indiana.

One of many of our 27-year-old Superb trees
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This sign was installed at a recent
timber harvest to tell visitors about
the many benefits of young forest for
wildlife. It was purchased in part from
grant funds from IFEF.
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Hensler
Nursery, Inc.
5715 North 750 East
P.O. Box 58
Hamlet, IN 46532

Phone: 574-867-4192
Fax: 574-867-4960
www.henslernurseryindiana.com
e-mail: info@henslernurseryindiana.com

A MESSAGE FROM THE IFWOA PRESIDENT

Make Hay While the Sun Shines
(Or Grow Value Where You Can)
As our 250 acres of plantations age I am
finding that Mother Nature has her own
mind. I may want something but she has to agree. When we
work together, stand back! About 10% of our land is habitat. It
will not have an economic ROI. These are some of my favorite
spots.
Raoul Moore,
IFWOA President

After the beavers ate off oaks the second time I quit singling
them up. I am working on a formula of vertical / horizontal
distances that mark the end of the browsed or girdled, since
they are larger and too hard for them to drop, trees. Do not
fight battles you cannot win at a reasonable cost. Like fencing
in an active flood plain.
Wet lands are growing as tile systems fail. Some trees are
drowning. SWCD/NRS has great people who are helping me
create a balance of improved wet habitat and lowered water
tables. You can have cake and eat it too. Mother Nature is a
great and prolific cook.
Some areas were pretty well beat by 100 years of tillage. 0%
organic material and or plow pans are hard on plants. Even
weeds are under a foot tall. However over time organics are
deposited and hard layers break up. I watched an acre in
father’s 58 plantation take off after sitting for 25 years. Time is
different for us tree growers.
Tangles in young stands are intimidating. Indiana has stinging
plants and insects, thorns, vines, vines WITH thorns, ticks, and
many other things that keep me out of areas. There is always
something else to do rather than wade into them. Cutting
your way in and then cutting your way out, what fun. Once
more time passes and some plants, the short thorny and
stinging ones, shade out. I still have a good tree every 30 feet,
on average.
Deer have removed trees from some spots in the plantations.
They, like birds depositing seeds, like certain spots. < 5 acres
with <1000 seedlings per acre do not succeed with the deer
population we have here. The ratio of winter habitat and
summer row crops may be the perfect mix for maximum
deer. My hunters roll in. The deer slide over to the neighbors.
January they return to eat seedlings until the beans get up.
The only upside (?) is that with their density, when Chronic
Wasting Disease arrives it may have a large impact. My
understanding is that during Mound Culture there were about
1.5 deer per 100 acres. Natives were predating pregnant does
to limit them and pushed them back a day’s hike from their
slash and burn AG areas. The carrying capacity of the woods
before noticeable damage is about 2.5 per 100 acres.

There are a number of one liners I have picked up over the
years at training events. “10% of the trees carry 90% of the
value.” Corollary; 10% of the land can produce 90% of the
value. Those spots have large economic potential. They need
to be carefully managed. Clean the log by 4”. If it is straight and
you can keep even growth it MIGHT make veneer. Keeping
those areas productive can pay for lots of cool habitat.
The other 80% of the land has a bell curve of potential. Silk
purses are hard to make when the deer have lowered density
so every tree needs to make a log. Side light means almost
every branch that comes off needs to be cut. There is little to
no self-pruning. I am working on a formula of branch/foot of
clean log. Some trees are limby, some not so much. So far it
seems to be about 1 cut per foot. If you do not literally stay on
top of them, they will top out since they do not have to grow
up. That is it will be either impossible or too hard on the tree to
get past where it wants to spread out to harvest light.
My favorite places have little or no ROI. But they have a cost.
Acquisition or opportunity costs, property taxes and insurance,
stewardship, all should be internally covered. Make hay while
the sun shines.

Monthly IFWOA E-News Updates

Get woodlands information faster! We are now sending
a monthly e-newsletter with the latest information and
resources for woodland owners. This includes upcoming
events, and ideas to improve your woodland stewardship.
If you are not receiving that e-news, make sure we have an
updated email for you, send to ifwoa1@gmail.com.
And if we have your email but you haven’t seen an issue yet,
check your Spam, Junk, and Trash folders for ifwoa1@gmail.
com, or set your rules so that our email address goes to your
inbox.
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BOARD OF DIREC TORS BY AREA

District 1

District 4

At Large

2020: Claude Diehl
8315 State Road 26 W
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 583-0526
diehl421@gmail.com
2021: Hugh Pence
(see officers on page 2)

2021: Matthew Raver
1173 N County Rd 950 E
Greensburg, IN 47240
(812) 593-4014
mattraver@hotmail.com
2022: Martha Avery
PO Box 384
Carthage, IN 46115
(303) 301-4695
martha.avery04@gmail.com

(representing all districts)

District 2
2021: Raoul Moore
(see officers on page 2)
2022: Bill Freeman
7839 Bellsville Pike
Nashville, IN 47448
(317) 432-5241
billfreeman@tudorhill.net

District 3
2020: John Stambaugh
182 Pinhook Rd
Bedford, IN 47421
(812) 863-7272
forester@custom.net
2020: Dan Lynch
9715 Trilobi Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46236
(317) 823-0793
dflynch4@comcast.net

District 5
2021: Jim Hochgesang
3334 E Schnellville Rd
Jasper, IN 47546-3437
(812) 634-1814
2022: Judi Brown
6800 S. Kyana Rd.
Birdseye, IN 47513
(812) 236-2243
judi.brown@in.nacdnet.net

Slate Selected for IFWOA Board
Elections
The slate of candidates for the election of the Board of
Directors for the next 3-year term (2021-2023) is:
District 1: Claude Diehl (West Lafayette)
District 3: Dan Lynch (Indianapolis) and John Stambaugh
(Bedford)
At large: Richard Newton (Marengo)
We are always looking for volunteers to serve as IFWOA board
member. Board members are asked to participate in person or
via phone at 4 board meetings per year plus provide input on
monthly email discussions about IFWOA strategic directions
and activities. They are also asked to judge district Deam
nominations in July each year.
If you are interested in serving on the board, please contact
the office at 765-409-3272. The Nominating Committee will
review any additional nominations for the election and this
slate will be voted on during the November meeting.
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2020: Richard Newton
9611 S. 425 E.
Marengo, IN 47140
(812) 365-2495
cedarman@netpointe.com
2021: Chris Fehribach
109 N Geiger St
Huntingburg, IN 47542
(812) 639-3561
chrisfehribach@gmail.com
2021: Lee Huss
1443 Freeman Rd
Spencer, IN 47460
(812) 829-2511
l.huss@comcast.net
2022: Don Fry
1816 Ravinia Rd
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 430-8060
db715@aol.com
2022: Lenny Farlee
(see officers on page 2)
2022: Chris Gonso
525 N Byerly Rd
Coal City, IN 47427
(317) 690-4738
chrisgonso@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Regional Invasive Species Trainings
Providing information on invasive plant ID and management.
Sept 23: Southeast region-Floyd, Scott, Clark, Harrison,
Orange, Lawrence, Crawford, Washington, Jackson,
Spencer, Perry
Oct 1: Southwest region-Daviess, Martin, Dubois, Gibson,
Pike, Posey, Vanderburgh, Warrick
Oct 22: West-Central region-Tippecanoe, Fountain, Parke,
Vermillion, Vigo, Sullivan, Clay, Putnam, Montgomery,
Greene, Owen
Nov 6: East Central region-Fayette, Wayne, Henry, Delaware,
Union, Franklin, Rush
Most are virtual, some in person, limited registration
available. Learn more and register at http://www.sicim.info/
regional-trainings

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Deam Award Finalists to be Honored
Four Charles Deam Forestry Stewardship Award district
finalists, along with their foresters, will be recognized
at an online awards banquet at our annual meeting on
Saturday, November 7th. As usual, this year’s finalists
embody the purpose of the Deam Award; they are
model examples of landowners practicing some of the
best forest stewardship in the state.
During the online ceremony, a presentation featuring
photos and videos from the finalists’ properties will be
shown and the state winner will be announced.

The district finalists are:
District 1: Pence Revington, nominators Michael
Warner & Jennifer Boyle-Warner
District 2: Nancy Swaim, Our Farm, Inc, nominator
Perry Seitzinger
District 3: Steve & Mary Jo Fox, nominator Devin Brown
of Owen County SWCD
District 4: Dr. Richard Jones, nominator Terri Jones
Suiter
The Deam awards program
accepts nominations from
foresters, conservation
organizations, and landowners
from around the state. A finalist
from each district was selected
after a property tour. There were
no nominations from District 5.
The state winner will be selected
by a team of state judges during
a September tour of each of the
properties. All finalists receive a
plaque and the state winner also
receives a property sign and $100
check.

2019 Deam Award winners Dave (R) and Carol (background) Niehaus discuss management
of their hardwood tree planting with judges Pat Walker (L), Dan Ernst (center) and
nominating forester Janet Eger.

Welcome New Members
Welcome to the following new members who have
joined since spring, we appreciate your support!
Brent Hoffman, Dimondale, MI
Stuart Breslin, Danville
Mike Miller, North Vernon
Susan & David Malcomb, Louisville, KY
George Patton, Moores Hill
Howard Rich, Bluffton

Sponsorships & Donations
Requested for Annual Meeting
Please consider sponsoring an event at our annual
woodland owner conference, including the Friday
opening session, Saturday presentations or awards
banquet, or the photo contest. Sponsorships help us
provide resources and programs to improve stewardship
across the state. Contact the IFWOA office at ifwoa1@
gmail.com to sponsor, or select that option when you
register for the meeting.
Donations help us provide these meetings and other
resources for members and other woodland owners.
Please consider donating to support our programs when
you register for the meeting or select Donate at www.
ifwoa.org.

www.ifwoa.org
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Forest Carbon

continued from page 1

experienced. The Forest Service has always led efforts to
practice, develop, and demonstrate sound and sustainable
management of forest-based resources. The management
of forest carbon is no exception.
The Forest Service has developed regional carbon
assessment reports to help forest managers and the public
understand how much carbon is stored in forest ecosystems
and harvested wood products (HWP). The baseline forest
carbon reports provide information from the Forest
Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data on carbon stocks and
trends for seven different forest ecosystem carbon pools –
above-ground live tree, below-ground live tree, standing
dead, understory, down dead wood, forest floor, and soil
organic carbon – for the baseline period 1990 to 2013 (and
2005 to 2013, truncation of the longer baseline).
Carbon stock and trend information, in conjunction with
companion assessments on forest carbon disturbances
will help inform forest managers and the public of the
relationship between carbon storage and past management
and disturbance impacts. This will help us begin to consider
short and long-term carbon consequences of alternative
forest management strategies.
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Tools for Carbon Inventory, Management,
and Reporting
Scientists at the US Forest Service Northern Research
Station have developed a toolbox of calculation tools to
help quantify forest carbon for planning and reporting, see
more at https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/carbon/tools/.
MORE RESOURCES
Forest carbon, frequently asked questions (FAQS): https://
www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Forest-Carbon-FAQs.pdf
Forest carbon on national forests and grasslands pamphlet:
Learn more about the natural boom and bust cycles of
forest carbon, carbon in harvested wood products, and
carbon storage on U.S. forests: https://www.fs.usda.gov/
sites/default/files/Carbon-National%20Forests-Grasslands.
pdf.
For more on carbon on Indiana forests, see the IN Division
of Forestry website article: Forest Carbon Assessment of
Indiana State Forest Properties at https://www.in.gov/dnr/
forestry/files/fw-carbon_assessment.pdf.
This information was adapted from the USDA Forest Service
Carbon website at https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/
sc/carbon, accessed 08/20/2020.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Two New Forest Carbon Bills
Introduced in US Senate
Senator Mike Braun of Indiana, a woodland owner and IFWOA
member, and a member of the U.S. Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry, introduced two new bills this
year which would impact woodland owners.
Why should we care about these issues of carbon and climate
change? The information below notes that the private carbon
credit market is growing rapidly, yet until now woodland
owners have not had easy access to participate. Pair that with
a need for reliable income streams to support our ownership
costs, both bills serve to provide assistance and access to
these financial incentives, which may help us keep our
woodlands intact and provide income to manage them more
effectively. These bills are supported by the American Forest
Foundation and most major forestry and sportsmen’s groups.
Will these concepts prove to be successful? We don’t have
a crystal ball, but IFWOA supports any efforts to make sure
woodland owners get their “fair share” of new revenues and
investment in rural areas.
Liz Jackson, IFWOA Executive Director

The Growing Climate Solutions Act of 2020

This bill was announced in June by Senators Braun, Stabenow,
Graham, & Whitehouse, and the information was provided
on Senator Braun’s website at https://www.braun.senate.gov/
growing-climate-solutions-act-set-be-introduced-us-senate.
Agricultural practices and land management decisions play
a key role in the discussion surrounding global greenhouse
emissions and climate policy. The agriculture and forestry
sectors hold the potential to serve as a critical climate
solution. At scale, agriculture and land use practices can
sequester carbon at as low as $10 per MtCO2e, making it the
most cost effective carbon sequestration method currently
available.
Carbon credits are traded in both compliance and voluntary
markets globally. Traditionally, compliance markets have seen
more transaction volume of the two. But more recently, as
companies and individual actors increasingly seek to offset
emissions, activity in voluntary carbon markets has increased
exponentially.1 Correspondingly, the volume of credits
generated through forestry and land use activities is growing
rapidly, increasing 264% between 2016 and 2018, more than
12 times the increase of other credit types.2
However, for producers and private forest owners, access
to carbon markets is often too difficult and convoluted to
achieve wide adoption. Further, the significant demand
for land-based climate solutions cannot presently be fully
incentivized by government as political and fiscal constraints
in Washington limit the federal government’s ability to be the

sole leader in promoting conservation and sustainable landuse practices. Thus, there is an inherent need for legislation
that outlines the appropriate federal role – one that will
complement existing efforts, make it easier for producers
to participate, and allow the private sector to flourish in
meeting market-based demands for carbon credits.
The Growing Climate Solutions Act creates a certification
program at USDA to help solve technical entry barriers
to farmer and forest landowner participation in carbon
credit markets. These issues – including access to reliable
information about markets and access to qualified technical
assistance providers and credit protocol verifiers- have
limited both landowner participation and the adoption of
practices to help reduce the costs of developing carbon
credits.

The Rural Forests Markets Act Introduced in
the US Senate
The bipartisan Rural Forests Markets Act, introduced by U.S.
Senators Debbie Stabenow and Mike Braun, will help smallscale, family foresters access new economic opportunities
and develop climate solutions.

As companies increasingly express interest in offsetting
their environmental footprint through carbon and other
environmental markets, foresters are tapping into those
opportunities and being financially rewarded for the
voluntary, sustainable steps they’re taking in managing their
land. However, small-scale and family-owned forests are
often left out due to high upfront costs. These small, familyowned woodlands make up 36% of U.S. forests. (Editor’s note:
this is 84% in Indiana)

The Rural Forest Markets Act:

Establishes the Rural Forest Market Investment Program that
offers guaranteed loans up to $150 million for nonprofits
and companies to help small and family foresters create
and sell forest credits for storing carbon or providing other
environmental benefits.
Provides a climate solution by encouraging forestland
owners to adopt voluntary land management practices that
draw carbon out of the air and stores it in forests.
Creates new revenue streams for small-scale, family foresters
by making it possible to generate innovative credits they can
sell in established environmental marketplaces.
Brings investment into rural communities by reducing the
financial risk to private investors who can contribute the
upfront financing that makes these projects possible.
Note: This factsheet was provided by the US Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, see
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Rural%20
Forests%20Factsheet_Final.pdf.

www.ifwoa.org
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Introducing Indiana’s New State Forests
Mountain Tea State Forest
Mountain Tea is currently more than 1153 acres, 705 acres
were deeded to the State in 2013. It is located between
Nashville and Columbus. The deeded portion was known as
the Mountain Tea property and previously managed by The
Nature Conservancy. The land was acquired by the State of
Indiana with the assistance of the U.S. Forest Service through
the Forest Legacy Program. The Forest Legacy Program was
developed to help protect intact forest lands from conversion
to non-forest uses while still allowing for sustainable timber
management and recreational use. An additional 490 acres
was acquired by the state in 2009 through purchases from
private land owners.

million trees by 2025. Hunting is permitted and the forest
also offers opportunities for off-trail hiking, mushrooming,
and wildlife viewing. See maps at https://www.in.gov/dnr/
forestry/10455.htm.

Ravinia State Forest
Ravinia State Forest is located on Duckworth Road near
Paragon, next to Morgan County’s Burkart Creek Park. It
encompasses 1,500 acres of wooded rolling hills and valleys,
and can be accessed via parking areas located off Duckworth,
Parker and Big Hurricane roads. The property was acquired by
use of the Indiana Department of Transportation’s Crossroads
2000 fund.

Historical aerial photography suggests that, before
government acquisition, the valleys and ridgetops were
farmed and the side slopes were grazed. The ridgetops are
composed of old field mixed hardwoods. The side slopes
are mostly composed of mixed hardwoods and oak-hickory
communities known to occur within the Brown County Hills
natural region.

Ravinia State Forest is another planting location for the
Division of Forestry’s ForestIN program. Recreational
opportunities include hunting, wildlife viewing, hiking, and
gathering of wild berries, nuts and mushrooms. Many miles
of trails are available for hiking. All visitors are encouraged
to wear hunter orange during hunting season. See maps at
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/10458.htm.

Mountain Tea State Forest is one planting location for the
Division of Forestry’s ForestIN program, an effort to plant a

Information provided by Indiana DNR Division of Forestry
website, accessed 8/20/2020.

Indiana DNR News
Tree Seedling Orders Start October 1
If you are interested in ordering tree seedlings for spring
conservation plantings, the nursery starts accepting orders
October 1. Some species sell out quickly, so order early. See
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/3620.htm to order.

Two New State Forests Announced
Governor Eric J. Holcomb announced the establishment
of two new Indiana state forests at a recent ceremony in
Morgan County.
Ravinia State Forest, near Paragon, encompasses 1,500 acres
of wooded rolling hills, valleys and restored cropland. The
area now known as Mountain Tea State Forest consists of
more than 1,150 acres east of Nashville.

“We could not be more excited to formally designate land to
create these new state forests,” Gov. Holcomb said. “There’s
no better way for Hoosiers to get out and get some fresh
Indiana air than by exploring our state’s parks, recreation
areas, fish and wildlife areas, and our 158,000 acres of public
state forests.”
“This is the first time in 67 years that we have created new
state forests,” said Dan Bortner, director of the Department
of Natural Resources. “As with all our properties, we know
Hoosiers and our guests will be able find solace and
inspiration in these woods for generations to come.”
The new state forests also serve as two locations for the
governor’s Million Trees program, which is an initiative to
plant one million trees by 2025.

Bortner Promoted to DNR Director
Governor Eric Holcomb has promoted Dan Bortner to
director of the Department of Natural Resources. He has
served as director of Indiana State Parks since 2005 and is
currently the third longest serving state parks director in the
nation.
Bortner increased public lands across the state park system,
including the Trine State Recreation Area in Steuben County
and the state’s only underwater nature preserve in Lake
Michigan. Additionally, he oversaw the purchase of the Fort
Harrison State Park Inn in Indianapolis. continued on page 13
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Join Our Outdoors October Challenges: Have some Family Fun!
Fall is an excellent time to get outdoors and enjoy your
property or our wonderful public parks and natural areas.
As you spend your time outdoors in October, consider
participating in our Outdoors October Challenges.

See the conference website for information on
the photo contest: https://www.ifwoa.
org/resources/annual-woodland-ownerconference/.

These are a great chance to get outside and enjoy the fresh air,
but better yet – to get your extended family involved, learning
about your property and nature.

Scavenger Hunt

Photo Contest: Submit your Photos Now!
One new activity this year is a photo contest and we are
looking for YOU to submit your favorite photos! Anyone can
enter, and all entries will be available online for viewing and
voting. Prizes will be awarded to the winners in each category.
Get your kids or grandkids involved!
We have a special category for kids
under 18 to share their outdoor
photos.

Go online to our meeting website (https://www.ifwoa.org/
resources/annual-woodland-owner-conference/) to download
a list of clues so you can keep track of your progress.
Remember to get permission on private property and practice
the rules of Leave No Trace.
Whoever completes the most clues will enter a drawing to win
a special prize for being the Master Scavenger of 2020! Good
luck and happy hunting!

Submit your entries online through
Friday October 30. Viewing and voting
will be open from Monday November
2 through Friday November 6. Winners
will be announced at the November 7
awards banquet.
The categories are:

Submit your unique or
odd photos and other
categories.

Woodland Management ¡ Scenic ¡
Wildlife ¡ Family Fun ¡
Unique/Odd ¡ Invasives
For Kids Only
(under 18 submit only, any subject)

Annual Conference Online
Auction
The IN Forestry Educational Foundation hosts silent and
live auctions at each annual meeting and those have been
a great source of fun and fundraising for the organization’s
mission of providing educational programs for woodland
owners, students and the public.
IFEF would like to support an online auction at the annual
meeting although we aren’t yet sure how successful we
can be. We are looking for members to donate items for
an online silent auction. If you are interested in donating
an item, please contact Liz Jackson at 765-409-3272 or
jackson@purdue.edu. Note that any item would need to be
shipped to the winner, so keep that cost and effort in mind
when considering a donation. We appreciate any support
you can give!

Photo by Philippe Put is licensed under CC BY 2.0. To view a copy
of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Leave No Trace
When doing the Scavenger Hunt or Photo Contest,
and other outdoor activities, be mindful of safety
and rules for using public and private property. Ask
permission before going on private property that you
don’t own.
Leave No Trace (www.lnt.org) provides outdoor ethics
guidelines to help people think about caring for our
natural resources. Practices include:
Leaving rocks, plants, archaeological artifacts and
other objects of interest as you find them. Avoid
damaging live trees and plants and picking them.
Make sure to stay on trails to avoid causing erosion.
Dispose of waste properly. Pack out any trash that you
bring on site.

www.ifwoa.org
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2020 Woodland Owner Conference

Take a look at some of the challenges you can do on your own
or with your family, and get #OutdoorsOctober!

Calling all scavengers! The 2020 Master Scavenger Hunt
features photo challenges and fun ways to get outside.
Gather your household, and start exploring your home and
neighborhood! Perhaps challenge other families or your
extended family to a “competition.”

2020 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference
Woodland Owners Online Together (WOOT) • November 6-7

(Note: Some activities are “on your own” and available starting October 1st, see pages 9-12 for details)

Friday, November 6
7:30 PM EDT/6:30 CDT

Opening session • Live via Zoom
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome
Orient to the virtual conference, How to
Special Guests (to be announced)
Division of Forestry update – Director John Seifert
Happy hour small group breakouts

Saturday, November 7

2020 Woodland Owner Conference

Virtual Presentations • Live via Zoom
9:00-9:45 AM EDT

Limiting Property Carrying Costs and Tax Liability – Lenny Farlee, Purdue
University

9:45-10:00

Open chat time

10:00-10:45

Oak Management on Indiana Nature Preserves- Tom Swinford, IN DNR Division
of Nature Preserves

10:45-11:00

Open chat time

11:00- 11:45 AM

Timber Stand Improvement: Techniques and Cost Share Options – Amy
Spalding, National Wild Turkey Federation

11:45- 1:00

Lunch break (on your own)

1:00-2:00

Ask the Expert breakout sessions
Experts will be on hand in online “rooms” to answer your questions on the below
topics, choose the topics you prefer:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

7:00-8:15 PM EDT/6:00 CDT

Wildlife Habitat Management – Jarred Brooke, Purdue University
Wildlife Programs for Private Lands – Josh Griffin and Shannon Winks, IN
DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife
IN Division of Forestry Private Lands Programs – IN DNR Div of Forestry
district forester
Succession Planning – Renee Wiatt, Purdue Institute for Family Business
Timber Markets & Industry Update – Chris Gonso & Jeff Settle, IN DNR
Division of Forestry
Invasive Species Management – Dawn Slack, The Nature Conservancy/
Indiana Invasives Initiative
Songbirds & Bird Habitat – Jessica Outcalt, bird ecologist & educator

Virtual Awards Program • Live via Zoom

•
•
•
		
		
		
		

Welcome
IFWOA organization update
Awards Presentations
• Photo contest winners
• IFWOA Role Model Award
• John S. Datena Forester Award
• Charles Deam Forest Stewardship Awards presentations

Agenda may be subject to change. See https://www.ifwoa.org/resources/annual-woodland-owner-conference/
for the latest agenda and information on programs or registration.
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Woodland Owners Online Together (WOOT) • 2020 Meeting Highlights
Friday November 6th Program Summary
Virtual Programs, Live Via Zoom
Opening & Welcome, Orientation to the conference
Executive Director Liz Jackson will provide an overview of
plans, and ideas to enjoy the virtual conference environment.
Special Guests (to be announced)
In October we will announce some special guests who will
help open the program and provide attendees with an
interesting and important perspective on the future of forestry
and conservation in Indiana.

Indiana Division of Forestry update
John Seifert, Division of Forestry director, will discuss ongoing
division activities including the new 10-year Statewide Forest
Action Plan and the 5-year Division of Forestry strategic plan,
plus the private lands program.
Happy Hour small group breakouts
This year we can’t provide the snacks and beverages, but
grab your own as you sit back and visit with old friends or
make new ones in this informal chance to say hello and
share with fellow woodland owners.

Saturday November 7th Program Summary
Limiting property carrying cost and tax liability – Lenny
Farlee, hardwood extension specialist, Purdue University
Department of Forestry & Natural Resources. Woodland
ownerships is a long term endeavor with often long time
periods between income, but ongoing annual costs to hold
and manage the land. Lenny will discuss some ideas for
limiting those costs and future tax liabilities.
Oak management on nature preserves – Tom Swinford,
Assistant Director, Indiana DNR Division of Nature
Preserves. Indiana Division of Nature Preserves manages
for special habitats and rare and endangered species.
Tom will discuss management activities they are using to
successfully regenerate oak and ensure future success of
these special places.
Timber Stand Improvement: techniques and cost share
options – Amy Spalding, forester with National Wild Turkey
Federation in Indiana. Timber stand improvement (TSI) is
a forest management technique that can serve to improve
the quality and health of your woods no matter what your
management objectives are. Amy will share TSI techniques
and ideas to get financial support for your management.
Ask the Expert breakout sessions – Attend the session
you prefer to learn about programs and ideas for
woodland owners and ask the experts your questions.
Sessions include:
Wildlife Habitat Management – Jarred Brooke, Extension
Wildlife Specialist, Purdue University Department of Forestry
& Natural Resources. Jarred will answer your questions about
creating wildlife habitat on your property and resources to
help you create better habitat.
State DNR Wildlife Programs for Private Lands – Josh Griffin
and Shannon Winks, IN DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife Private
Lands Program. Josh and Shannon will answer questions
about Division of Fish & Wildlife programs that private
landowners can use to create and manage for wildlife on their
property.
IN Division of Forestry Private Lands Programs – IN DNR
Division of Forestry district forester. Indiana’s district foresters
provide services to woodland owners to assist them in
their forest management, including the Classified Forest &
Wildlands Program. Ask questions about the CFW program
and district forester services.

Succession Planning – Renee Wiatt, Family Business.
Management Specialist, Purdue Institute for Family Business.
Succession planning is an important topic for business owners,
land owners, and most importantly: FAMILIES! Communication
is the key to getting the process started and also the key to
ensuring that the plan is carried to completion. What can your
family do to start the conversation and give everyone a voice
along the way?
Timber Markets & Industry Update – Chris Gonso,
Hardwoods Program Manager for IN Department of
Agriculture and IN DNR, and Jeff Settle, Forest Resource
Information for IN DNR Division of Forestry. Timber prices and
demand fluctuate widely over the many decades rotation of a
hardwood stand and are subject to outside economic forces,
export markets, and many other factors. Ask your questions to
learn about the Indiana hardwood industry.
Invasive Species Management – Dawn Slack, Director of
Stewardship for The Nature Conservancy of Indiana, and Chair,
Indiana Invasive Plant Advisory Committee, and
Project Coordinator, Indiana Invasives Initiative, SICIM. Invasive
species have become a primary problem in natural areas, and
one which requires more time and money to manage. Dawn
will answer questions about invasive plants in Indiana and
steps landowners can take to combat them.
Songbirds & Bird Habitat
Jessica Outcalt, bird ecologist & educator, is a recent Ph.D.
graduate from the Department of Forestry and Natural
Resources at Purdue University. Jessica studied migration
of songbirds through fragmented forests in Indiana. Jessica
will answer your questions about encouraging songbirds on
your property as well as bird feeding ideas, and good tools for
getting involved in birding.
Annual Awards Banquet
An opportunity to recognize those in
Indiana who have exemplified good
forest stewardship with the Charles
Deam Forest Stewardship Award and
foresters who have achieved
the highest levels of their
profession with the John
Datena Award.

These programs are sponsored by the Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association, Indiana Forestry Educational
Foundation, Indiana Tree Farm Committee, and Purdue University Department of Forestry & Natural Resources Extension.
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2020 Woodland Owner Conference

Virtual Programs, Live Via Zoom

2020 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference

“On Your Own” Activities
To support your property enjoyment and increase your
knowledge of woodland ownership and management, IFWOA
is pleased to offer you a number of conference activities
that you can review and enjoy on your schedule. Feel free to
participate in as many or as few as you like, most are open for
viewing on October 26 and throughout November.
For more information on any of the programs, go to our
meeting webpage at https://www.ifwoa.org/resources/annualwoodland-owner-conference/.

2020 Woodland Owner Conference

Virtual Field Tours: Join our “Walks in the Woods”
We will have short videos posted from natural resource
professionals, including Purdue University Forestry & Natural
Resources extension and Indiana DNR. These videos will share
ideas and property tours with conference attendees. Watch
these field tours at your leisure to get a flavor of the great
outdoors or to learn new ideas.
Attendees can share too! What does your “walk in the woods”
look like? Share a “minute or three” cellphone video of a walk
or activity on your property or somewhere else in nature. Tell
us about something that looks really neat, or a “show and tell”
of a success or how to do something. We hope you will share
with us! Video submissions will be accepted from October 1 to
October 25.
Videos will be available for viewing from October 26 through
November 21. Learn more about the virtual field tours at our
conference webpage.

Exhibit Hall & Poster Session
Our usual “in-person” conference often includes display tables
or exhibits from vendors or other organizations of interest to
members. This time we are bringing the exhibit hall to your
home!
In this virtual exhibit hall, you’ll find displays and flyers from
the same vendors and organizations you might be interested
in learning more about, including woodland owner programs
and future events. There is a $20 requested donation to IFEF
for for-profit exhibits. Exhibitor and poster submissions will be
accepted from October 1 to October 25.
There will also be a research poster session with information
that might be of interest to you.
The exhibit hall will be open from October 26 through
November 21 for your review. Learn more about the exhibit
hall and poster session at our conference webpage.

Using Zoom: Assistance Available
If you have never used Zoom before and want to participate
in our annual conference, it’s easy, but you should test it out
before joining a program. The following is suggested to get
started:
Watch this video to learn more: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6fIYWnfTc5o.
Additional instructions are posted at our meeting website
at https://www.ifwoa.org/resources/annual-woodland-ownerconference/.
Consider asking a younger family member. Kids are using
Zoom for remote learning and are the new “pros.”
Go to www.zoom.com and in the upper right corner select
“host a meeting” “with video on.” From there you should be put
in a live meeting room where you can practice setting up your
video and sound and how to navigate.
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We will have Zoom practice sessions for those who want to
try it out in advance of the meeting. These will be available
Monday October 19 through Thursday October 22 from 3-4
PM EDT or by appointment to jackson@purdue.edu.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

IN Forestry Educational Foundation Board Meeting Update
The IFEF trustees met for their quarterly board meeting on July
23, online via Zoom.
Financial Report: As of 7/20/2020, IFEF has $88,184 in an
operating account, and $72,181 in an investment account.
There are approximately $40,000 budgeted for grants
expenditures this year. A timber sale late last year provided
an increase in funds, which the majority will be held for future
grants programming.
Properties Report: IFEF owns 3 donated properties, the
McElroy property in Greene County and 2 Menke properties in
Crawford County. The McElroy property recently had a timber
sale, but the harvest hasn’t begun yet. Property manager Pete
Halstead noted that there are a number of Callery pear stems
sprouting in a 10 year old tree planting, and it is scheduled to
be treated this winter. One of the Menke properties is due to
have year 3 of an invasive species removal cost share project
completed soon.
Small Grants Program: The annual forestry education small
grants program was announced to forestry & conservation
organizations and Project Learning Tree facilitators, and grant

applications are due September
15th. IFEF generally receives
between 8 and 12 applications
and funds 4-5 education
projects at an annual outlay of
approximately $3000.
Other Business: Long time
trustee Bill Sigman passed away earlier in the year, and the
trustees voted to send $1000 to a charity in his memory. Bill
was a significant contributor and supporter of IFEF and IFWOA.
He will be missed, and our condolences to his family.
Executive Director Liz Jackson reported on a recent bequest
that was received by IFEF, and the trustees were appreciative
of that donation. A thank you note was sent to the donor.
The annual meeting fundraising was discussed and
alternatives were considered. The meeting usually provides
$3000-$5000 annual for IFEF programs and the board is
looking for ways to replace that loss of funds. See page 6 for
more on fundraising. The next quarterly board meeting is
October 8 via Zoom.

IFEF Education Grant Success Story: Invasive Species
Education Playing Cards
By Judi Brown, Dubois County SWCD
Editor’s Note: This project was one of 6 forestry education
projects that were funded by IFEF in 2019. Grantees are
asked to provide an update of the project upon completion.
We thank you for the annual opportunity to provide education
and outreach materials across Indiana. Four SWCDs in
Southern Indiana (Clark, Daviess, Dubois, Martin) purchased
playing cards with 12 different invasive species on the faces.
SWCD staff worked with Kayla Knies, SICIM, and Emily Finch,
Invasive Species Specialist, to determine the 12 most common
invasive species seen in Southern Indiana.
These species are featured on the cards. Each deck includes
two informational cards, describing the threat invasive species
pose for our natural landscapes, and contact information for
resources. The backs of the cards are identical, and feature the
SWCD logo and county names, as well as IFEF’s logo.
Our plan is to use the cards at events to illustrate what our
most common invasive species look like, to raise awareness.
They will be distributed at SWCD events, as well as at events in
which our Cooperative Weed Management Areas participate.
Our primary objective is informing the public of what our
most common invasive species look like. Once people begin
to recognize the individual plants, they can then learn how
to remove them from their yards and farms. And neighbors

will begin to talk to their neighbors about jointly removing
invasive species from their properties. We will create a media
campaign to further raise awareness, which will also include
information about our local Cooperative Weed Management
Areas and encourage them to participate.

DNR News

continued from page 8

IFWOA welcomes Dan to his new role and looks forward to
working with him as he protects and manages the natural
resources of Indiana.

ForestIN Program to Increase Indiana Tree
Cover
In his January State of the State speech, Governor Holcomb
kicked off ForestIN, a program to increase the state’s tree
canopy by planting 1 million trees over 5 years. Indiana DNR’s
Division of Forestry is managing the program. In the spring,
220,200 trees were planted on state DNR properties.
The Division of Forestry will plant at these locations in the
fall: Ravinia Woods, Morgan-Monroe State Forest, JacksonWashington State Forest, and Harrison-Crawford State Forest.
Learn more about the program and sites at https://www.
in.gov/dnr/forestry/10343.htm.

www.ifwoa.org
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Indiana Forestry Policy Update As of August 21, 2020
By Liz Jackson, IFWOA executive director
One of IFWOA’s roles is to advocate on behalf of private
landowners to ensure their right to practice forestry. We
monitor local and state efforts to review or restrict those
rights on private or public lands and provide testimony during
hearings and written comment as necessary. Some updates on
recent activities:

Division of Forestry Funding

As we have noted in past articles, the Division of Forestry
budget was severely cut back in the last biennium, down $3
million from recent years and set back to 1999 levels. Due
to the budget shortage, they are currently down 3 district
foresters, some districts for years. We believe the lack of
funding severely impacts the division’s ability to provide
private lands assistance, although we applaud all of the great
efforts that division staff have made to ensure that services
don’t suffer. Given the current revenue shortfalls due to
Covid-19, the division has been asked to cut back an additional
15%. Although the upcoming legislative session is a budget
year, we are anticipating a further reduction in division and
DNR funding due to other more critical state needs, further
hamstringing an already dire situation.

Indiana Legislative Interim Study Committee
Looking At Carbon

There is a legislative interim study committee on carbon
which is expected to meet in September. They are tasked
with “studying carbon sequestration through conservation of
forest lands, reforestation, and carbon farming.” IFWOA wants
to ensure the discussion isn’t solely about tree planting but
includes forest management techniques, and also that forestry
is given due consideration relative to row agriculture. We will
be submitting comments to the committee about the role of
forest management and forestry in carbon capture. The IN DoF
has published a “Forest Carbon Assessment for State Forest
Properties, see at https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/files/fwcarbon_assessment.pdf. A report on the carbon of the 700,000+
acreage enrolled in the Classified Forest & Wildlands Program
is pending.
In the spring legislative session SB99 was introduced to create
an interim study of invasive species, which IFWOA supported.
This study committee was ultimately not assigned to study
by the leadership so the item was dropped. Invasive species
groups are still discussing this topic with legislators, which is a
critical issue for natural resource health.

Division of Forestry Advisory Committee
Updated

Indiana Division of Forestry will have a final 10-year statewide
forest action plan available sometime in September. IFWOA
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was among a number of organizations involved in review
and discussion when drafting this plan, organizations who
formed a loosely organized advisory role to the Division of
Forestry. This summer the Division announced a more formal
development of the new Forest Stewardship Advisory Council,
adopting a purpose and membership in February. IFWOA has a
membership on this committee.

Hoosier National Forest Opposition Lawsuit
Filed
A lawsuit was filed by Monroe County Commissioners
against the plans of the US Forest Service on the Hoosier
National Forest Houston South Project in Jackson and
Lawrence counties. The Indiana Forest Alliance, the Hoosier
Environmental Council and plant biochemist David Simcox
joined the lawsuit.

The USFS completed an environmental assessment in 2019
and determined to move forward earlier this year. The project
calls for prescribed burning, timber stand improvement,
thinning, and creating forest openings to improve forest
health and wildlife habitat. In the lawsuit the claimants argue
that the project’s timber harvesting and herbicide use (for
invasive plant control) will create runoff that may pollute Lake
Monroe. A hearing is expected on this litigation sometime in
mid to late fall.
IFWOA is in support of the HNF Houston South Project. The
area of consideration has been without active management
for many decades and is overstocked, with limited diversity
and mature stands which are beginning to show some forest
health decline. Forest management will create a more diverse
mix of species and age classes and improved wildlife habitat
and best management practices will be used that will not
harm the watershed.

IN Natural Resources Commission Considers
Listings

In July the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) met and
discussed a petition by an organization to amend the new
Invasive Species Terrestrial Plant Rule to allow for the sale
and distribution of the invasive reed canarygrass (Phalaris
arundinacea). The DNR submitted a recommendation that
this request be denied and at the hearing the NRC denied the
request.
In late July the NRC held public hearings to consider adopting
a rule to the list the Ruffed Grouse endangered in Indiana.
This listing should support more active forest management.
IFWOA submitted written comments in support of this listing.
A decision on the listing is due sometime later in 2020. Learn
more about the NRC: https://www.in.gov/nrc/.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Amendments Made To the Official Invasive Plant List
New Plants Now Ranked Highly Invasive in Indiana
By Dawn Slack, IN Invasive Plant Advisory Committee
The Invasive Plant Advisory Committee (IPAC) to the
Indiana Invasive Species Council (IISC) has recently finalized
assessments for 20 terrestrial plant species. Several of these
assessed species received an updated rank based on new
research and data.
The IISC adopted the revised lists in December 2019 and the
20 species reassessed and their ranks are now added to the
state’s Official IISC Invasive Plant List, available for viewing at
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/invasiveplants.html. This
page will also lead you to information on ID and control of
these invasive species.
Based on new information and infestation data collected from
citizens and professionals, we ranked the following species
High: sweet autumn clematis, burning bush, lesser celandine,

moneywort, Chinese maiden grass, wild parsnip, spreading
hedge parsley, Japanese hedge parsley and highbush
cranberry.
Note that the Official State Invasive Plant List is not the same
as the Terrestrial Plant Rule (TPR). The plants ranked high on
the Official IISC Invasive Plant List were used to populate the
list of plants for the TPR which was signed in April 2019, and as
many of you know, became enforceable in April 2020 after a
12-month grace period.
Species that are now ranked High on the revised state’s Official
Plant List will be evaluated for potential inclusion on a future
amended Terrestrial Plant Rule. At this time, no dates have
been set to begin the process of amending the rule.

Invasive species watch: Chinese
(common) privet
Chinese privet (Ligustrum sinense) is a semi-evergreen shrub
or small tree that grows to 20 ft. in height. Trunks usually
occur as multiple stems with many long, leafy branches.
Foliage
Leaves are opposite, oblong, 1-2.4”. long, and 0.2-0.6” wide.
Foliage can be pubescent (covered with short, soft hair) along
the underside of the midvein.
Flowers & Fruit
Flowering occurs from April to June, when panicles of white
to cream flowers develop in terminal and upper axillary

James H. Miller, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org

Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org

clusters. The abundant fruits are spherical. Fruit begins green,
ripens to dark purple to black, and persists into winter. Seed
soil viability is about one year. The plant also colonizes by root
sprouts.
Ecological Threat
Chinese privet can tolerate a wide range of conditions. Plants
form dense thickets, invading fields, fencerows, roadsides,
forest understories, and riparian sites. They can shade out and
exclude native understory species, perhaps even reducing
tree recruitment. It is commonly used as an ornamental shrub
and for hedgerows.
Control and Management
Learn more about control and management of privet at
https://mipncontroldatabase.wisc.edu/.
Information source for this article: www.invasiveplantatlas.org.

James H. Miller & Ted Bodner, Southern Weed Science Society, Bugwood.org

www.ifwoa.org
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Thoughts on Invasives (Plants that is)
By Gerry Long
These thoughts relate to invasive plants. I consider the
coronavirus, Covid-19, to be an ‘invasive’, that has some
relationships when discussing control, but that is a topic for
another forum and out of scope for IFWOA.

Stiltgrass appeared a few years ago. I treated the first few
patches I saw, but this was obviously not effective. I’m sure that
it comes in with every flood, and that it is spread by mowing
and other activity. I have treated stiltgrass with grass specific
herbicide in a few areas with tree
seedlings to ‘control’ it relative to
tree growth, but there is no way to
eradicate it from the property. It
is also present along many of the
roadsides. I have treated Japanese
honeysuckle with glyphosate in
the fall, after other plants have
gone dormant, but I have managed
to do this successfully on only
one small area, to get the right
weather conditions and the tree
seedlings being fully dormant and
easily visible that they were in this
condition. Others who have used
this control method have told me
that they had mixed results.
Photo credit: Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org

I have mixed feelings about an article
in the spring edition of the Leaves
and Limbs (IFWOA newsletter).
“Early Spring Invasive Watch: Lesser
Celandine”, by Mary Wetz was well
written and informative, but gave me
another invasive plant to watch for.
After reading this, I noticed a small
clump of plants, consistent with
the description for lesser celandine,
blooming adjacent to Salt Creek
on our property. After referring to
the article again, and comparing to
numerous marsh marigold I found,
I treated the clump of celandine
with glyphosate, and it appears to
have been effective. I know that I
will have to watch this area in the
Other invasive plants that have
future, but I already watch it because
appeared in low amounts on my
garlic mustard shows up in this site
property include callery pear,
periodically. This was on top of my
burning bush, bush honeysuckle,
finding of Phragmites (common
and garlic mustard. I try to identify
reed) in another area of our flood
these and treat when I see them,
plain property I was working on in
Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) invades the because of the low amounts.
March. On the other hand, I was a bit understory and will prevent native plants and seedlings
However, these plants are all
surprised that the Phragmites hadn’t from growing.
present on adjacent properties
shown up before now, but it’s just
and along the roadside, so I expect
another area to treat and watch. I work under the premise that
to see them again. As I said before, I expect almost any plant
any seed-bearing plant in the north half of Brown County will
to show up in the floodplain. This spring I was shopping for a
eventually show up growing in the Salt Creek floodplain on
sedge that was shade tolerant to use as ground cover in one
our property.
area near the house. I looked up the cultural characteristics of
some of the plants suggested to me for this purpose. I found
This made me think about a number of things relative to
that one of the suggested sedges, sold through nurseries, is
invasives. First, lesser celandine is just another invasive plant
native to Asia and has been reported to be invasive in some
to watch for. This never seems to end. Secondly, many of the
areas in the southern U.S. I ruled this one out and have opted
invasive plants are difficult to spot initially because of their
for a native variety whose cultural characteristics match the
similarity to natives. This was obvious for the lesser celandine,
intended site. It was more difficult to find sources for the
because I noted quite a bit of marsh marigold in scattered
native plant, and it had to be ordered, but it was possible.
spots in our creek bottom property, and I would be unlikely to
spot the celandine until it forms a clump.
At this point, our property is infested with many of the
invasive plants. Multiflora rose, autumn olive, and Japanese
honeysuckle were endemic when we bought the property
and there is no way to ‘eradicate’ them. We have treated these
on larger areas, before tree planting, but they come back and
I just try to keep them in check to the point that they do not
impede tree growth.
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This leads me back to thoughts on control of invasive plants
that I have discussed with others. In my opinion, we will not
win this ‘war’ with the tools we are now using. Just looking
at my property, there are invasive plants of multiple types
everywhere, and new ones keep appearing. We don’t have any
‘tools’ that can be applied broadly to specifically address the
targeted plants. Additionally, we have no way of identifying
the first cases, unless we happen to stumble across them and
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are specifically looking for them. I did not identify the ‘first’
celandine plant nor the first Phragmites plant, and I’m sure
that their ‘sources’ are upstream. This has some similarities to
guerrilla warfare.
We need some biologic control measures if we ever hope to
‘control’ these plants, so that the ‘control’ can spread with the
plants. This has been done for purple loosestrife. A beetle keeps
in under control, but does not totally kill it out. I was hoping
that the disease that appeared to go through the multiflora rose
a number of years ago would keep it under control. However,
from my observations, it appears as if either the disease died
out, or the multiflora rose growing now are part of a resistant
population. As I was looking up information on this, I noted
some concern that Rose Rosette Disease might adversely
affect ornamental roses. A philosophical thought on this, if
the ornamental roses are not ‘native’, then shouldn’t they be
low on the list of concerns? On the other hand, think of the
very valuable crops (especially cereal grains) that have been
introduced to North America. Do we come full circle with this
in the case of barberry? Native barberry has been (still is?)
controlled in the U.S. because it is a reservoir for wheat rust
(wheat is an introduced species). The Asian barberry introduced
as a replacement for ornamentals has become an invasive.
I’m not even considering the Canadian thistle and Johnson
grass that I have to keep working on in my small pasture

area. These are ‘invasive’ in this part of the country, but are
widespread, and they can only be controlled, not eradicated.
I know that identifying biologic controls is difficult, and we
need to make sure that the control measure won’t be another
‘invasive’ that overcomes native plants, e.g. the cure being
worse than the disease. However, I see no other long-term
answer to the problem of invasive plants. I know that there is
research going on in this direction.
In my opinion, more of the funds going to ‘control’ invasive
plants should be directed toward biologic controls. I know
that this is also a trade-off, and could result in the invasives
becoming more widespread before other control mechanisms
are available. On the other hand, many landowners are not
going to control the invasives at a level that would result in
decreased spread. We may also need to accept a bit more ‘risk’
in introducing the biologic controls.
We are constantly being bombarded with introduced plant
species, insects, and diseases. Note the current occurrence of
unordered seeds from China coming into the US and other
countries. One of the answers to this is to put strict inspections
and quarantines on everything coming into the US. I’m not
sure that everyone would accept the marked increase in costs
of products that this would entail.
Gerry is a landowner in Brown County, IFWOA member, and
president of the Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation.

www.ifwoa.org
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Resources for Landowners
Purdue’s Ask the Expert Series
Purdue Extension Forestry & Natural Resources is hosting
a weekly series on FaceBook Live with topics of interest to
woodland owners. Each session is Thursdays at 3 PM ET.
Programs can be watched live, or recordings of past programs
are available at: https://www.purdue.edu/fnr/extension/joinus-live/. Programs include Planning for Conservation Tree
Plantings, Bats on the Hardwood Ecosystem Experiment, Fall
Food Plots for Wildlife, and many more.

Bring More Birds to Your Home
with Native Plants: New Tool
Available
The National Audubon Society has developed a tool on their
website to help you find appropriate native plants for your
area. Enter your 5-digit zip code to use Audubon’s native
plants database and explore the best plants for birds in your
area, as well as local resources and links to more information.
If you provide your email address (optional), you’ll receive
an emailed list of the native plants you’ve selected, and get
additional tips on creating your bird-friendly habitat. Use the
tool at https://www.audubon.org/native-plants.

Do you subscribe to Wild
Bulletin?
A monthly email update from the IN Division of Fish & Wildlife,
Wild Bulletin shares many great resources useful to woodland
owners, sportsmen, and those who enjoy the outdoors.
Sign up to receive Wild Bulletin at https://www.in.gov/dnr/
fishwild/5704.htm. The last issue had the following information:

Avoid late summer fish kills in your pond

Late summer is one of the hardest times for fish in your pond.
Temperatures are peaking, and this can cause some biological
changes in the water. These changes could result in less
oxygen, causing fish to suffocate.
Proper pond aeration and avoidance of chemical usage in
your pond during late summer are key techniques to ensure
the fish in your pond survive. To learn more about fish kills
and techniques to avoid them, visit our pond management
page at https://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3614.htm and check
out our pond management guide.
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Recent Webinars Posted for
Viewing
National Walnut Council hosted a series of webinars, aimed
primarily for landowners with tree plantings. These were
recorded and are now available for viewing. Find the webinars
most quickly by googling “YouTube Walnut Council Webinars.”
They include:
Timber Markets – Speakers Logan Wells, WI DNR Forest
Products specialist, Matt Yest, Sales Mgr, Kendrick Forest
Products, Iowa and Brian Brookshire, American Walnut Mfgs
Assoc/Missouri Forest Products Assoc.
Thinning my plantation – when and how. Speakers Bruce
Wakeland, retired consulting forester, Indiana and John Kelsey,
W Virginia landowner and SE Landowner Representative, WC
board.
Where should I plant and manage walnut? – Soils and sites.
Speakers Jim McKenna, Operational Tree Breeder, USDA Forest
Service and Steve Felt, Illinois district forester
Forest health issues - walnut concerns and other issues.
Speaker Fredric Miller, Illinois Forest Health specialist
Ask the experts - moderated Question and Answer session.
Speakers Lenny Farlee, Purdue forestry extension specialist,
Steve Felt, Illinois district forester, David Boyt, Missouri sawmill
owner and landowner

Are You Getting the Indiana
Woodland Steward?
This free magazine, in homes
3 times per year, shares
great resources and info for
woodland owners. If you aren’t
already receiving this, go to
www.inwoodlands.org to sign
up to receive it and to view
the August issue. That issue
included articles: Supply chain,
Preventing Deer Damage to
Trees, Fire in the Forest (1), and
others. IFWOA is one of the
organizations on the editorial
board of this magazine.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

The Woodland Steward
Promoting the Wise Use of Indiana’s Forest Resources

Woodland Owner Supply Chains
My family has never discussed supply chains, but at the start of this pandemic when toilet
paper was scarce supply chains became a major topic of conversation. Demand was high,
and supply was constant thanks to forest industry but difficult to ramp up to meet excessive
demand – in this case due to hoarding.
Woodland owners in Indiana do not contribute to toilet paper supply chains. It is mainly
softwood pulp from other parts of the US and Canada. Woodland owners in Indiana are
an important part of a more durable hardwood timber supply chain that creates furniture,
flooring, cabinets, high-quality veneer and many other products. We are still very much a
wood-based society and we use thousands of products every day that are wood or made
from wood. This will not and should not change.
Trees are a renewable resource when managed correctly and make amazing contributions
to our society. Trees growing in a natural or plantation setting provide not only wood, but
also wildlife habitat, clean water, fresh air, pollinator habitat, carbon capture, recreation
opportunities, solace and many other benefits. Most woodland owners recognize these
benefits and witness them every day. Demand for Indiana timber is strong, local and global.
The demand for wood products is not going away. In Indiana we harvest timber on both
public and private land to supply the base component in the hardwood timber supply
chain, hardwood logs. Large scale timber mills are expensive to build and operate. Timber
buyers must continually seek out timber to buy, and loggers cut the trees, pull them from
the woods and deliver them to the mills. Trees cut from one landowner’s property may
be delivered to several different mills based on quality, species, diameter and demand. If
Indiana cannot supply the needed logs for a mill, then timber buyers will reach out further
and further until economics makes it infeasible.
Some of our wood products like veneer oak, walnut and cherry are so valuable they can
be sent around the world in log form or cut veneer. Finished wood products from Indiana
circumnavigate the globe. The supply of high-quality timber in Indiana is strong and US
Forest Service data suggests we are sustaining our growing timber stocks. If we do not
harvest timber in any one specific location, the
The Woodland Steward Institute
demand for logs is simply driven to another
will continue to provide
location. For example, if we stop cutting timber
woodland owners with up to date on our State Forests, that supply would have to
information on timber markets,
be made up with more harvesting on private
invasive species, insects and
land where there may be less oversight and no
disease, wildlife and water quality. guarantee of sustainable forest management like
If you appreciate the information
exists on public land.
you receive from the Woodland
Producing sustainably managed timber on both
Steward Newsletter, consider
public and private land in Indiana is critical to
giving back using the enclosed
donation envelope. We appreciate hardwood supply chains. Woodland owners and
public land managers should be proud of the
you, the forest resources you
role they play in supporting sustainable forest
manage and your support. Be
management in Indiana. Hardwood markets will
well, be kind and stay safe during
be impacted by this pandemic and the subsequent
these trying times.
impact on our economy. Indiana’s supply of
Dan Shaver
timber is strong, renewable and resilient thanks to
Woodland Steward Institute President
careful management by people like you.
The Woodland Steward

1

IN THIS ISSUE
Woodland Owner Supply
Chains
1
Preventing Deer Damage
to Trees
3
Supply Chain
4
How to Select and Get Out
Merchantable Walnut Stumps
6
Fire in the Forest: Part 1
8
Bob Burke Serves Society
of American Foresters for
50 Years!
12
Ask the Steward
15
Soil and Water Conservation
District
16

visit us online at
www.inwoodlands.org
This publication is funded
in part by the Renewable
Resources Extension Act
(RREA) and made possible
through a grant from the
USDA Forest Service

Volume 29, Number 1

Recreational Mowing Syndrome: What is it and how to treat it?
By Jarred Brooke, Wildlife Extension Specialist,Purdue Forestry and Natural Resources
Do you have a sudden urge to jump in the tractor and mow your
fields, field borders or road ditches? - You might have RMS.
Do you enjoy spending your weekend in the cab of the tractor
with a mower in tow in search of places to mow across your
property? - You might have RMS.
Do you get queasy at the sight of a “weedy” unkempt field? You might have RMS.
What is RMS you ask? RMS stands for Recreational Mowing
Syndrome, a condition that afflicts many rural landowners
during the summer months. And if you answered yes to any or
all of the questions above, then you have RMS.

honeysuckle, autumn olive, or sericea lespedeza. Or try
hooking up the disk and disking around the field to prepare
firebreaks for a late summer or fall prescribed fire.
You can still spend time on the tractor during the summer
months without eliminating wildlife habitat through mowing.
In fact, you can improve it!
Next time you look at your window and see a “weedy” field,
don’t cringe and give into the urge to mow it. Instead, just
smile and listen to all the quail whistling, songbirds singing,
and bees buzzing in the habitat you improved by not mowing.
Resources

Renovating native warm-season grass stands for wildlife: A Land
Manager’s Guide, https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/item.asp?Item_
Number=FNR-548
Effective Firebreaks for Safe Use of Prescribed Fire, https://www.
purdue.edu/fnr/extension/effective-firebreaks-for-safe-use-ofprescribed-fire/
Sericea Lespedeza: Plague on the Prairie, https://www.purdue.edu/fnr/
extension/sericea-lespedeza-plague-on-the-prairie/

DNR Seed Purchasing Program:
Collect Tree Seeds for Cash
A “weedy” field like this may seem unsightly to some, but to wildlife,
it provides invaluable food and cover. Just by leaving this field
unmowed, you can improve habitat on your farm.

What is it?
RMS is the sudden urge many landowners get to ‘clean’ up
their property by mowing the ideal fields, field borders, and
road ditches around the farm during the summer months.
While a mowed field may look attractive in the eyes of a
landowner, in the eyes of wildlife, this is a serious problem.
These prime mowing spots provide habitat for a suite of
birds, mammals, herpetofuana, and pollinating insects that
inhabit our rural landscapes. Many of these species are actively
nesting or raising young in these areas during peak mowing
season – April through September. And the weeds coming up
in these fields like common milkweed, tall ironweed, common
ragweed, and many others provide food and cover for wildlife.

How to treat it?
The easiest way to treat RMS is by going cold-turkey – park the
tractor for the summer. If you are not ready to give up mowing
all together, then restrict your mowing to just the lanes around
the fields, instead of the whole field. If you are ready to give up
mowing, but still want to enjoy time in the tractor, try these
options.
Instead of hooking up the mower, hook up the sprayer and
go control some invasive species on the property, like bush

Each year, the nurseries, part of the DNR Division of Forestry,
plant millions of seeds to produce tree and shrub seedlings for
conservation planting within the state and much of the seed
is supplied by collectors from all over the state. DNR Forestry
pays seed collectors on the basis of “pure live seed.” That term
means the seeds must be from the required tree species, and
cannot be infected with disease or infested with insects.
DNR Forestry’s goal is to produce 2-3 million seedlings each
year for conservation plantings. Because of natural factors,
achieving that goal requires planting about 8.5 million seeds.
DNR Forestry, which operates the nurseries, orchestrates
statewide seed collection with the goal of diversifying the
seed source. Such diversification allows the nursery to grow
seedlings that will be well adapted to grow into mature trees
throughout the state.
Some of the seeds being sought, and the price per seed
offered, include black oak, black walnut, pin oak, red oak,
shumard oak, and white oak (2 cents per each qualifying
seed); and bur oak, chinkapin oak, swamp chestnut oak and
swamp white oak (3 cents per each qualifying seed). Most of
the seed collection dates fall from mid-September through
mid-November.
If you are interested in collecting for the state nursery, always
call first to see if the seeds you plan to collect are still needed.
Go online to the website to learn more about what to do at
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/9799.htm.

www.ifwoa.org
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Indiana Woodland Online Together (WOOT)
2020 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference • November 6-7
Mail in Registration

Online registration is preferred, please use this registration only if you can’t register online. Register online at
http://2020ifwoa.eventbrite.com using your credit card or send this form and a check payable to “IFWOA” to the
address below.
Please register by November 4th, but late registrations will be accepted.

FULL REGISTRATION

Includes access to all advance online programs, live programs on November 6-7, and post meeting recordings.
Family rate (2 or more) $20/family

$______________

Individual rate $10/person

$______________

Donation to support the meeting (Enter amount)

$______________

Total remitted

$______________
Check made payable to IFWOA.

Name(s)___________________________________________Phone____________________________________________
E-mail____________________________________________
❑ Note if this is your first IFWOA annual meeting
Mail registrations to: IFWOA, 1007 North 725 West, West Lafayette, IN 47906-9431
Questions? Call 765-409-3272, email ifwoa1@gmail.com or see
https://www.ifwoa.org/resources/annual-woodland-owner-conference/.

