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Up against an endangered listing, how can we help ruffed grouse in Indiana?
Ruffed grouse used to be present across the Indiana landscape, but now they could 
be joining the ranks of endangered species listed under the Indiana Nongame and 
Endangered Species Conservation Act. In October 2018, the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) Division of Fish & Wildlife sought input from Ruffed 
Grouse Society (RGS) to add ruffed grouse to the list of endangered species of birds 
in Indiana. After reviewing the evidence, biologists at RGS agreed with the proposal 
and submitted a petition to adopt the Administrative Rule Change. Here’s how this 
issue all started, how we could reverse its course, and how you could play an important 
part in that process.

Background | How We Got Here
The ruffed grouse’s future in Indiana is far from certain right now, and that’s a terrifying 
thought for many Hoosiers and upland hunters across the country. This isn’t necessarily 
a new problem though. There has been a steady decline in grouse numbers for years 
and biologists have warned about it. But it’s reaching a dangerous fork in the road, past 
which there may be no return. 

There’s a lot of data to support this negative trend. For example, we know that 
grouse need a diverse habitat with dense seedling to sapling-sized trees (Backs and 
Castrale 2010). Without it, grouse start to fade away on the landscape. According to the IDNR Wildlife Science Report (2017), the 
2017 statewide drumming survey in Indiana reported zero drumming grouse on 14 different roadside routes for the fifth year 
in a row. Further, only one grouse has been heard over the past seven years during these surveys. The probability of observing a 
breeding ruffed grouse in a priority survey block has declined by 89% in the past 20 years (Shaw, personal communication).  

Reversing Ruffed Grouse Declines in Indiana
Published online on The Ruffed Grouse Society at www.Ruffedgrousesociety.org December 17, 2019 by Ryan Lisson, reprinted  
with permission.
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Ruffed Grouse

Apply Now for Woodland Wildlife 
Steward Workshop 
In June the Woodland Wildlife Steward Workshop for private 
woodland owners will be held at the Morgan Monroe State Forest 
Training Center from June 5-7th. The workshop will focus on 
providing private woodland owners with information on how they 
can manage woodland areas for wildlife and sharing recent science 
on habitat needs for many wildlife species. 

Attendees will learn about various aspects of wildlife ecology and the 
relationship between wildlife and forest stewardship through indoor 
presentations and activities, outdoor field exercises and site visits. 

Space is limited. Applications are due by May 1 and may be 
accessed at https://www.purdue.edu/fnr/extension/events/7988/or by 
contacting Jarred Brooke at jmbrooke@purdue.edu or (765) 494-8459.
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One of many of our 27-year-old Superb trees 

Now Offering For Sale 
-�s� H 

Walnut Seedlings 
PRICES FOR UJ.1-1' ),{J If'

Quantities of less than 25 .. $2-:-00 each :J J2 
Quantities of 25 to 90 ..... � each ;, rf 
Quan ti ties over 100 to 3 90 . $1-d'O each ;, (9
Quantities over 400 ....... $1...}{1 each//:)__,

Quantity Discounts Available _.., 

To Order or for More Information Contact: 

"'
(, 

Hensler 
Nursery, Inc. 
5715 North 750 East 
P.O. Box 58 

i. Hamlet, IN 46532 

Phone: 574-867-4192 
Fax: 574-867-4960

www.henslernurseryindiana.com 
e-mail: info@henslernurseryindiana.com

PRICES FOR 2020
Quantities of less than 25 .....$2.00 each
Quantities of 25 to 90 ............$1.30 each
Quantities over 100 to 390 ...$1.20 each
Quantities over 400 ...............$1.10 each

Quantity Discounts Available

The Plight of the 
Butternut
A podcast produced by In Defense of 
Plants on September 2019 discussed 
the efforts at Purdue University to save 
a declining species. The butternut 
or white walnut (Juglans cinerea) 
is a tree that is unknown to many. 
Ravaged by an invasive fungal blight, 
this wonderful tree is on the decline 
throughout eastern North America. If 
nothing is done to save the butternut, 
it will likely go extinct. If it does, 
North America will lose yet another 
important nut-producing tree.

Purdue University graduate student 
Andrea Brennan shared her research 
work to investigate what can be done 
to save the butternut from extinction.

See http://www.indefenseofplants.com/
podcast/2019/9/29/ep-232-the-plight-
of-the-butternut.

Hardwood Ecosystem 
Experiment 15 Years In
The Hardwood Ecosystem Experiment 
on Morgan-Monroe and Yellowwood 
State Forests is a 100-Year effort to 
monitor and study the impacts of 
timber management on a variety of 
species. Marking its anniversary, the 
recent HEE newsletter shared some 
videos of interest, available at https://
heeforeststudy.org/videos/: 

Managing Woodlands For Birds: J. 
Barny Dunning, professor of wildlife 
ecology, discusses how forests are used 
by birds year round, important habitat 
features of woodlands that can benefit 
birds, and how woodland owners can 
enhance their property for birds.

Wildlife Responses to Timber 
Harvesting: This video discusses how 
wildlife responses differ among even-
aged, uneven-aged, and control sites on 
the Hardwood Ecosystem Experiment. 
Researchers discuss key results and 
management recommendations for 
songbirds, bats, cerulean warblers, and 
woodland salamanders.

To learn more about research findings 
on the HEE, go to www.Heeforeststudy.
org.

mailto:lhmoore@tctc.com
mailto:lfarlee@purdue.edu
mailto:hughbpence@cs.com
mailto:longgg@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jackson@purdue.edu
http://www.indefenseofplants.com/podcast/2019/9/29/ep-232-the-plight-of-the-butternut
http://www.indefenseofplants.com/podcast/2019/9/29/ep-232-the-plight-of-the-butternut
http://www.indefenseofplants.com/podcast/2019/9/29/ep-232-the-plight-of-the-butternut
https://heeforeststudy.org/videos/
https://heeforeststudy.org/videos/
http://www.Heeforeststudy.org
http://www.Heeforeststudy.org
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Being alone in the woods leaves me in 
my head much of the time. Some times 
I think about capitalism. The view that 
predominates is that the market place is 

dog eat dog. If your competition does better, you do worse. 

But why then do I try to practice cooperative capitalism?  
Why do I share what works and what has failed for me?  Am 
I hurting the future price for my trees by increasing others’ 
marketable timber quantity and quality?  Am I stupid or what?

This graph rocked 
my view of the wood 
industry. Heads up!  
If you did not know, 
things are changing. 
The wonderful Oak 
forests we have lived 
with here in Indiana 
are aging out. Single 
tree harvests and non 
management yield 
shady regeneration 
environments and 
invasive shrub tangles. 
Oaks need light. No 
sun on soil means no 
oaks. Large openings 
are needed. The bigger 
the better. Remember, 
the whole state was 
cleared creating what is now timing out.

In the late 50s when father was planting seedlings all he had 
to worry about beside weather were: rabbits, woodchucks, 
mice and ants. The first deer arrived on the farm in 1978. Now 
if I do not put out 5000 seedlings I can kiss 99% of the red 
oak seedlings goodbye. One plantation had a deer that liked 
walnuts. Some people like Mac and Cheese, I do not.

I have had 3 timber sales and observed a number of others. 
Word to the wise, never call a sale an improvement sale. We 
got one bid. Sycamore Trails RCD had a sale in their woods 
and had 17 bids. Of course that quality was much different but 
which sale most approximated the true value of the timber?  

Lessons learned. Sell quality. Get competing bidders. Quality 
drives bids.

In about 100 years what will the wood industry in Indiana be?  
Will there still be sales with 17 bids?  “Get big or get out.”  When 
oak availability decreases the market will shake out the weak, 
small and least competitive. The oaks I am growing may not 
enter a healthy, competitive market place. 

I am not worried about quality walnut markets. I was checking 
out a load of walnut logs in the western rest stop on I 74 a 
number of years ago. The driver and I rounded the corner of 
the truck at the same time. I had to explain that I was NOT 

jacking the load 
but growing 
another load. He 
hauled two loads a 
week from Iowa to 
Ohio for slicing. 

Oaks are the base 
of a large wildlife 
cohort. Oaks have 
good economic 
value. But they do 
not just “show up” 
today like they 
did after the great 
clearing of the 
State. Now days 
we need to work, 
sometimes hard, 
to get more oaks 
in Indiana. Slowly 

put sun on your soil. This allows root development. Then let 
the full sun shine on soil. If you are not burning, remove some 
competition. Keep deer away or over feed them. If enough of 
us do this we MAY keep a strong, economically vibrant wood 
industry into the future. A weak industry will result in lower 
prices for landowners. To learn more about national concerns 
about changes in oak regernation and supply, see www.
whiteoakinitiative.org. 

Oh yeah. As an Indiana tax payer I like that the Indiana wood 
industry each year; has $10 billion dollars of activity, creates 
70,000 jobs, pays $585 million dollars of State and local taxes. 
What will it be if we do not help Oak regeneration?  About 
95% of timber entering the market place is from private 
lands. Step up. Grow trees. Sequester carbon. Make money. 
Walnuts, Cherry and Oak are valuable both economically and 
ecologically for wildlife. Oh yeah. Have fun doing it.

The Times, They Are A-Changin’

Number of Trees by Species and Diameter Class
IN Classi�ed Forests 2018
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At Large 
(representing all districts)
2020: Richard Newton
9611 S. 425 E.
Marengo, IN 47140
(812) 365-2495
cedarman@netpointe.com
2021: Chris Fehribach
109 N Geiger St
Huntingburg, IN 47542
(812) 639-3561
chrisfehribach@gmail.com
2021: Lee Huss
1443 Freeman Rd
Spencer, IN 47460
(812) 829-2511
l.huss@comcast.net
2022: Don Fry
1816 Ravinia Rd
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 430-8060
db715@aol.com

2022: Lenny Farlee
(see officers on page 2)
2022: Chris Gonso
525 N Byerly Rd
Coal City, IN 47427
(317) 690-4738
chrisgonso@gmail.com

District 4
2021: Matthew Raver
1173 N County Rd 950 E
Greensburg, IN 47240
(812) 593-4014
mattraver@hotmail.com 
2022: Martha Avery
PO Box 384 
Carthage, IN 46115
(303) 301-4695
martha.avery04@gmail.com 

District 5
2021: Jim Hochgesang
3334 E Schnellville Rd
Jasper, IN 47546-3437
(812) 634-1814
2022: Judi Brown
6800 S. Kyana Rd.
Birdseye, IN 47513
(812) 236-2243
judi.brown@in.nacdnet.net

District 1
2020: Claude Diehl
8315 State Road 26 W
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 583-0526
diehl421@gmail.com
2021: Hugh Pence
(see officers on page 2)

District 2
2021: Raoul Moore
(see officers on page 2) 
2022: Bill Freeman
7839 Bellsville Pike
Nashville, IN 47448
(812) 988-6145
billfreeman@ccbrandt.com

District 3
2020: John Stambaugh
182 Pinhook Rd
Bedford, IN 47421
(812) 863-7272
forester@custom.net
2020: Dan Lynch
9715 Trilobi Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46236
(317) 823-0793                                                                             
dflynch4@comcast.net

Scott
Jefferson

Switzerland

Owen

Lawrence

Dearborn

Ripley

Floyd

Clark

Washington

Fayette

Newton

Benton

Warren

White Cass Miami
Wabash Huntington

Wells Adams

Clinton
Tippecanoe

Jasper Pulaski

Marshall

Fulton

Kosciusko

St. Joseph
Elkhart

Noble

Whitley Allen

De Kalb

La Porte

Starke

PorterLake

Lagrange Steuben

Carroll

Howard

Fountain

Parke
Putnam

Hendricks

Hamilton

Madison
Delaware

Hancock

Brown

Johnson

Montgomery

Jay

Randolph

Wayne

Shelby

Marion

Boone

V
er

m
ill

io
n

Morgan

Henry

Tipton

Grant Blackford

Bartholomew

Clay

Lake Michigan

Vigo

Sullivan
Greene

Knox Daviess Martin

Monroe

Orange

Pike Dubois

WarrickPosey Perry
Vanderberg Spencer

Crawford

Harrison

Gibson

UnionRush

Franklin

Decatur

Jackson
Jennings

Ohio

IFWOA AREAS

AARREEAA  11
AARREEAA  11
AREA 1

AARREEAA  22

AARREEAA  33
AARREEAA  44

AARREEAA  22

AARREEAA  33
AARREEAA  44

AREA 2

AREA 3
AREA 4

AARREEAA  55
AARREEAA  55
AREA 5

Ohio River

Ohio River

W
ab

as
h 

R
iv

er

IFWDA Areas.ai

IFWOA Board Member Changes
Tom Bernhardt of Evansville and Joe McCurdy of Fairland recently 
stepped down from the IFWOA board after over 10 years of 
assistance. We thank both of them for their many hours of 
volunteer work to help IFWOA.

At the November elections, four new board members joined the 
group: Representing District 4, Martha Avery of Carthage is a long 
time member of IFWOA. In the At-Large positions, new members 
and new to the board are Don Fry of Lafayette, and Chris Gonso 
of Coal City. Joining them is Judi Brown of Birdseye who was 
previously an IFEF trustee.

We appreciate these folks stepping up and volunteering their 
time, we look forward to their insights as we all work to represent 
landowners’ interests.

mailto:cedarman@netpointe.com
mailto:chrisfehribach@gmail.com
mailto:l.huss@comcast.net
dbj4715@aol.com
chrisgonso@gmail.com
mailto:mattraver@hotmail.com
judi.brown@in.nacdnet.net
mailto:diehl421@gmail.com
mailto:billfreeman@ccbrandt.com
mailto:forester@custom.net
mailto:dflynch4@comcast.net
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Deam Award Finalists Honored
David and Carol Niehaus Family were awarded State Winners of the Charles Deam Forest 
Stewardship Award at the November annual woodland owners conference. The couple’s 
properties in Dubois and Perry counties have been in the family for over 100 years. Nominator 
Janet Eger noted that they have hosted multiple forestry tours for other landowners and 
always taking the opportunities to learn more about woodland stewardship, including take 

the 8-week woodland owner course 3 times!

Some of their activities have included 
planting over 40,000 hardwood seedlings 
and growing thousands of trees from seed. 
Improvement projects like crop tree release, 
pruning, and invasive species control are 
on the yearly schedule. Getting the next 
generations involved with family fun and 
workdays has been special to them, and 
they also enjoy creating varied and diverse 
wildlife habitats.

Also honored for 
exceptional stewardship 
were Richard Kruse of 
Montgomery County 
(nominated by Michael 
Warner), and George 
and Kyleen Hale 
(nominated by Perry 
Seitzinger) with property 
in Sullivan County. All 
three families represent a 
high level of stewardship 
that are worthy of 
recognition. Richard Kruse (R) of Montgomery County, District 2 

finalist  with forester Mike Warner

David & Carol Niehaus of Dubois County, District 
5 finalist and state Deam winner

George & Kyleen Hale of Sullivan 
County, District 3 finalist

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Lee & Karen Huss
Donald Fry
Dan Lynch
Harold Marshall
Joshua Wagner
NEW ANNUAL MEMBERS
Austin Albert, Scottsburg
Sean Anderson, Akron
Richard Barr, Princeton
Rebecca Bayless, Brownsburg
Andrew Borden, Chesterton
Sam Brown, Battle Ground

Hunter Burton, Carbon
Jeffrey Bush, Bedford
Paul Deizman, Springfield, IL
Michael Denman, South Bend
Brad Engle, Plainfield
Michael Friend, North Salem
John Fry, West Lafayette
Matt and Jennifer Fryman, 

Pittsboro
Mark Garringer, Eaton
Tim Gearhart, Winamac
Chris Gonso, Coal City
John and Trisha Grass, Tell City

Damon Hall, Bedford
Max and Tammy Hostettler, 

Bloomfield
Jacob Hougham, Fort Wayne
Richard Kruse, Indianapolis
Jim Lekse, Danville
Adam Luhman, Milan
John Mason
Anthony Mercer, Petersburg
Mike & Lori Miller, North 

Vernon
Jay Minor, Indianapolis
John & Kellie Myers, Pierceton

Carolyn Percifield, West 
Lafayette

Pence Revington, Mount 
Horeb, WI

Thomas Sawyer, Brazil
Sharon Seifert, DeMotte
Nancy Swaim, Rockville
Barry von Tobel, O’Fallon, IL
Shawn & Amanda Wade, 

Covington
Gregory Yapp, Springport

Welcome New Members
Thank you to those who became new life members – we appreciate your long term involvement and contribution to IFWOA 
and woodland stewardship. Thank you also to the following new members who joined in 2019. Welcome to IFWOA!

http://www.ifwoa.org
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The U.S. Breeding Bird Survey (the most comprehensive 
nation-wide survey of breeding birds) reported no grouse in 
Indiana through 2013 (Sauer et al. 2014).

As a result, the Indiana grouse hunting season was suspended 
in 2015 and ruffed grouse were added to the Indiana list of 
Species of Special Concern. This is generally the first step in 
recognizing a potential conservation issue for a species. As 
mentioned, RGS petitioned to adopt the rule to upgrade that 
status to state endangered. This rule change may not be heard 
until January of 2020, and there will be an opportunity for 
public comment.

Consequences of Habitat Loss
So what is the primary reason behind this rapid decline? As 
usual, it’s related to habitat. Healthy and diverse forests allow 
grouse to survive beyond the challenges of depredation, 
disease, or weather anomalies. Early seral habitats (e.g., 
young forests, age classes 0-20 years) are critical for ruffed 
grouse for breeding, brood rearing, and winter cover and 
they’re important for many other declining wildlife species in 
Indiana as well. Combined with a diverse patchwork of other 
forest stands and ages, these harvested areas help provide an 
essential component for grouse. 

From 1986 to 2015, the amount of Indiana forests in the 
0-20 year age class declined by 68% while mature forests 
increased significantly (Shaw, personal communication). 
Unless significant timber harvests of sufficient intensity are 
conducted on the landscape soon, extirpation (localized 
extinction) of this species is almost inevitable. What would it 
take to reverse these trends? At a minimum, Indiana would 
need 15% young forests (0-20 years old) on the landscape to 
expect any kind of recovery of the ruffed 
grouse. Even then, there is a significant 
lack of a breeding population, so it would 
likely be a complicated recovery. 

Challenges with Forest 
Management
Unfortunately, there’s a lot of 
misinformation out there about forest 
management practices. Many people 
hear the term “timber harvest” and think 
“devastation” instead. In reality, ethically 
sound and science-based timber harvests 
result in quickly regenerating tree cover. 
A timber harvest area can look messy for 
a few years, but within a single growing 
season, they usually re-sprout with dense 
tree cover. These young forest stands 
are used by multiple wildlife species 
(e.g., grouse, deer, turkeys, migratory 
birds, small mammals, amphibians, etc.) 
immediately. 

Another concern people have is from 
the recreational or aesthetic side. 
Mature forests are beautiful – there’s no 

doubt about it. But as mentioned above, the amount of it in 
Indiana has increased dramatically since 1986, resulting in an 
unbalanced and less diverse landscape. There’s no foreseeable 
shortage of it. Therefore, there is a huge opportunity to 
restore younger forest stands. Here are just a few benefits 
from healthy forest management: clean water and air, 
improvements in recreational opportunities (hunting and non-
hunting), additional wildlife watching opportunities, carbon 
sequestration (important for climate change), and economic 
development (e.g., forest products).  

Role of Private Landowners 
Did you know that 87% of Indiana’s forested land is privately 
owned? That means private woodland owners like you have 
a lot of power to change this situation. Fortunately, there are 
also many ways you can get involved.

• Various agencies (e.g., USDA NRCS, IDNR, etc.) offer 
numerous programs to help private landowners manage 

their forestland. After developing a 
management plan for your property, 
there are cost share programs and tax 
incentives to make the decision easier 
for you. 

•       Consulting foresters can assist 
landowners with implementing these 
conservation practices that will help 
you meet your forest management 
goals and objectives.

•       Joining RGS and the Indiana Chapter 
can keep you involved in the process 
too. Membership helps you stay 
connected with other like-minded 
woodland owners and conservationists, 
and the various events can keep 
you updated on this issue and other 
important public policy decisions. Learn 
more at www.ruffedgrousesociety.org. 

If each private woodland owner created 
young forests on 10-15% of their wooded 
acreage with each timber harvest, we 
would be well on our way to bringing back 
important habitat that’s been missing in 
Indiana for decades.
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Why should landowners 
care about ruffed grouse?
Grouse are a bellwether species, an 
indicator of the amount and quality of 
habitat for other species. Many wildlife 
species in Indiana depend on young 
forests or openings for food, shelter 
and space. Others include the blue-
winged warbler, yellow breasted chat, 
timber rattlesnake and eastern box 
turtle. Research from the Hardwood 
Ecosystem Experiment (heeforeststudy.
org) find that other migratory songbirds 
may have young forest needs during 
breeding and post-fledgling, even if 
they prefer more mature forests.

The message? To encourage and 
support a variety of wildlife, provide a 
variety of species, age, size and structure 
on your property.
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Figure 1. Indiana Grouse Population Trends
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Ruffed Grouse Declines continued from page 1 

https://ruffedgrousesociety.org/the-ruffed-grouse-struggle-is-real-in-indiana/
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A&B Acres
Baker, Bonni

Ballentine, Scott & Vickie
Barton, Dave & Sandy

Brown, Judi
Chattin, Ray 
Drews, Will
Eger, Janet 

Fielding, Bill
Ford, Bill/Joan McFadden

Grass, John (Team Central Sports)
Greene, Don & Bonnie

Halstead, Pete 
Harry Miller Farms
Hochgesang, Jim

Hull, Meredith
Huss, Lee & Karen

IFEF
IFWOA

Leedy, Wendell & Carol
Long, Jerry

McCurdy, Joe
Moore, Raoul

Multi-Resource Management (MRM)
Newton, Richard

Pence, Hugh & Judy
Reuter, David

Roark Brown County Family Farm
Solano, Sarah

Stambaugh, John
Walker, Pat

Warner, Mike
Wietlisbach, Joe & Donna

LEAD ORGANIZATION PROJECT FUNDED
Hoosier National Forest Early Successional 

Forest Management on 
the Hoosier National 
Forest video

Dubois County Soil &  Invasive Species 
Water Conservation District  Education
 Playing Cards

Ouabache Land Conservancy Dr. Marion Jackson’s 
Wildflowers & Woods

Clay High School From Field to Thicket: 
Creating Essential 
Wildlife Habitat

Purdue University Tree and log quality 
workshop

DNR Division of Forestry Forest Giants
Forest Giants like this one in Bernheim Forest in 
Kentucky are just one of the projects funded in this year’s 
education grants. 
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IFEF Supports Forestry Education with Grants Program
Six projects have been awarded a total of $3500 for forestry educational programs in 2020. This small grants program, 
supported by donations to IFEF and the auctions at the annual meeting, provides funding for education for woodland 
owners or public about forest management. Thanks to all those who submitted projects and to grants committee Anna 
Deahl, Judi Brown, and Donna Rogler. Grants applications for 2021 will be announced in August.

This year’s awardees are:

IFEF Auction Donors 2019
A big thank you to the following supporters who donated to the live and silent auctions at the fall annual meeting. Your 
contributions support Indiana Forestry Foundation’s educational programs around the state. We appreciate your support! 

A special thank you to Janet Eger, Bonni Browning, Peggy Jones, Pete Halstead, Dan Ernst, Gerry Long, and Luther Eberly for 
their efforts at the auctions.

http://www.ifwoa.org
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Editor’s note: This information was correct as of March 4, 
2020 but is subject to change.

The Indiana legislature will have wrapped up its session by 
the time you read this. This is a non-budget year and always 
a short session, but this one was exceptionally short, running 
about 9 weeks.

There were a few bills of interest to those in forestry:

• SB63 would establish a state forest commission: IFWOA 
was opposed to this bill. The state Forest Stewardship 
Coordinating Committee, which is open to any 
stakeholders and serves in advisory role, already exists.

• SB104 would create state wild areas on each state 
forest of a certain size and boundary. IFWOA was 
opposed to this bill. Setting aside more land from forest 
management is not best for wildlife or biodiversity. 
The state already has 378,000+ acres set aside from 
management, creating an imbalance of forest age 
classes.

• SB99 was to establish interim study of invasive species 
– to determine if a state agency is needed and how to 
fund government and partnership efforts to combat 
invasive species, which is currently being addressed 
with grant funding which is due to run out soon. As of 
this writing the interim invasive study is expected to 
be passed. IFWOA supports this study and intends to 
testify and submit information about the importance of 
statewide invasive species funding and efforts.

• SJR30 was a joint resolution to recognize the importance 
of forestry in Indiana and the DNR Division of Forestry’s 
efforts on both public and private forests and the 
importance of fully funding the Division of Forestry 
in the next budget in 2021-22. IFWOA supports this 
resolution and submitted comments to the natural 
resources committee members.

Other IFWOA legislative efforts
IFWOA retains Catalyst Public Affairs Group to represent 
our interests in the statehouse. They were active in the 
session reaching out to legislators on the natural resources 
committees and throughout the statehouse. IFWOA position 
statements were written and provided for them to distribute.

Other policy issues
Division of Forestry had distributed their 10 year Statewide 
Forest Assessment and Strategy for both public and 
private forests plus their 5 year Division of Forestry 
strategy. Some of the public comment periods have passed 
but there may still be opportunities to provide input.

In January the Natural Resources Commission voted to 
preliminarily adopt a ruling to make the Ruffed Grouse 
endangered. This listing should support more active forest 
management. There will now be a public comment period 
and at least 2 public meetings. See page 1 for more about 
the Ruffed Grouse.

Hoosier National Forest has finalized their plans from 
the 2006 forest plan to manage more intensively several 
thousand acres in Brown and Jackson counties. You have 
seen emails about this and several groups’ interest in 
stopping this. IFWOA supports this project. Over a 20 year 
period, the Houston South Project calls for:

• clear-cutting 401 acres to remove nonnative pine;

• harvesting 703 acres of “shelterwood” to regenerate 
oaks and hickories;

• thinning 2,405 acres to reduce stand density and 
enhance forest health;

• select-harvesting on 462 acres to promote tree growth 
and age class diversity;

• removing midstory trees on 234 acres to enhance light 
conditions below the upper canopy;

• conducting “crop tree release” on 170 acres (selectively 
cutting or killing less desirable trees) to increase 
growing space to selected trees;

• applying herbicide on 1,970 acres;

• conducting prescribed burns on about 13,500 
acres over the life of the project to to create habitat 
conditions that are conducive to oak and hickory 
regeneration and reduce accumulated fuels;

• constructing 3.2 miles of new road and 8.3 miles of 
temporary road;

• reconstructing 4.9 miles of existing road; and

• obliterating or decommissioning 2.7 miles of road.

Lake Monroe Watershed Group is starting to work 
on water monitoring and a strategic plan for the 
watershed. Some of their discussion in the media has 
related to forestry’s negative impacts on the lake and 
the drinking water for Bloomington. Landowners have 
an important obligation to appropriately manage using 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) but we have concerns 
about assumptions that forestry is a key problem with Lake 
Monroe’s water quality when there are so many activities 
near and on the lake and so little data to prove a linkage to 
forestry.

Indiana 2020 Legislative Session and Policy Update
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Four foresters with exemplary careers were recognized with 
the inaugural John F. Datena Distinguished Forester Award 
at the November Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners 
Association annual conference.

Bruce Wakeland of Culver, Pat Walker of Terre Haute, Gary 
Gretter and Stanley Hensler (posthumously) were recognized 
for their leadership in forest conservation and support for 
Indiana woodland owners. The award was named after former 
state forester John F. Datena to honor his commitment to 
Indiana forestry.

Bruce Wakeland has been a consulting forester for over 40 
years and planted over 10 million trees in his career while 
mentoring seven younger foresters. He has been especially 
active in the restoration of American Chestnut, founding the 
Indiana chapter of the American Chestnut Foundation and on 
the national board of directors since 1993.

Pat Walker spent 22 years as an Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources district forester, assisting private woodland 
owners to manage their woodlands. Later he worked as a 
forester for Pike Lumber Company, conducting inventories 
and other forest management. Although retired, he continues 
to volunteer for Indiana Tree Farm committee and Indiana 
Forestry Educational Foundation.

Gary Gretter, who passed away in March 2019, retired from 
the Indiana Division of Forestry as the Harvesting practices 
and BMP Coordinator. He was a leader in the Indiana Forest 
Industry Council and worked tirelessly to make the logging 
profession safer and more efficient. He was a mentor to many 
foresters, landowners, and loggers. Pat Walker (L) and Bruce Wakeland were recognized for the service 

as Indiana foresters in November.

New Award Recognizes Indiana Foresters
Stanley Hensler, who passed away in 1997, was a role model 
for many of the current and retired foresters and was the first 
to plant significant numbers of hardwood tree plantings in 
northern Indiana. Hensler founded the Hensler Nursery in 
Starke County in 1952, now in its third generation. 

Summing up the conservation ethic of all of the awardees, 
Hensler’s grandson said, “My grandfather believed that 
planting a tree shouldn’t be a selfish act. His passion for 
planting trees went beyond personal pleasure; he felt it was 
important to leave something for the next generation.”

The awardees were selected by the Indiana Hardwoods 
Lumbermen’s Association, Indiana Association of Consulting 
Foresters, Indiana Society of American Foresters, and Indiana 
Forestry & Woodland Owners Association.

We would like to remind everyone that the State of Indiana 
will begin enforcing our Terrestrial Plant Rule (312 IAC 18-
3-25) effective April 18, 2020. This rule prohibits the sale,
trade, or distribution of 44 species of plants. The rule and
a full list of species regulated can be found at https://www.
in.gov/nrc/files/lsa18316_proposed.pdf. 

The prohibited plants most likely to affect your nurseries 
are Berberis thunbergii (barberry) and Euonymus fortunei 
(wintercreeper euonymus). Please note that there is no 
distinguishing between cultivars within these species. As a 
point of clarification to some questions we have received, 

while common buckthorn is on the list, Rhamnus frangula 
(Fine Line Buckthorn) is not restricted under this rule. 

Shippers and receivers can and will be subject to 
enforcement of this rule with a notice of violation that may 
entail a monetary fine or destruction of plant material. If 
you have questions about this rule, please contact your 
nursery inspector or call the central office at 317-232-4189.

We would also like to remind you that the Aquatic 
Plant Rule (312 IAC 18-3-23) prohibits the sale, trade, or 
distribution of 30 invasive aquatic plants species. Details of 
that rule can be found at https://www.in.gov/dnr/6347.htm.

New Terrestrial Plant Rule in Effect in April
From the Indiana DNR Division of Entomology & Plant Pathology (dated February 14, 2020)

http://www.ifwoa.org
https://www.in.gov/nrc/files/lsa18316_proposed.pdf
https://www.in.gov/nrc/files/lsa18316_proposed.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dnr/6347.htm
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IFWOA Annual Meeting
November 1-2 • Turkey Run State Park

Annual Meeting Appreciation
Thank you to the following annual meeting sponsors from the 
November annual meeting:

Jim Hochgesang John Seifert
Pence Revington IN Forestry Educational Foundation

A special thanks for these helpful people who worked at the annual 
meeting or assisted with the program, your help was appreciated!

Bill Herrick Perry Seitzinger
Lenny Farlee Donna Wietlisbach
Carole Leedy IFWOA and IFEF board of directors
Indiana DNR Division of Forestry Indiana Tree Farm Committee
Purdue University Department of Forestry & Natural Resources
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Peggy and Mark Jones

Lesser celandine, aka fig 
buttercup (Ficaria verna), is a very 
fast-growing invasive perennial 
plant that readily invades forest 
understory. Above ground in late 
winter through spring, it forms 
dense green mats of vegetation 
with abundant yellow flowers. 
Though it is a spring ephemeral 
which goes dormant by summer, 
the substantial below-ground 
tubers persist year-round, 
inhibiting growth of native 
vegetation. Native to Europe, 
Northern Africa and Western 
Asia, lesser celandine was first 
introduced to the United States in the 1800s as an ornamental 
spring bulb and is still currently sold in trade despite the USDA 
determination as a high risk invasive.

IDENTIFICATION: The glossy dark-green foliage of lesser 
celandine can be first spotted in late winter to early spring. 
The smooth kidney to heart-shaped simple leaves are born on 
short petioles in basal rosettes. In March through April, plants 
produce numerous 1-inch bright yellow flowers. The blooms 
are born singly on each stalk and typically have 8 to 12 glossy 
petals with 3 (rarely 4) light green sepals below. It produces 
small hairy dried fruits born in seed heads, and up to 70 seeds 
can be produced by each plant. It also produces white bulblets 
on stem axils and numerous finger-like tubers below ground. 
Though its seed is viable, lesser celandine is primarily spread 
vegetatively by means of the bulblets and tubers which are 
easily spread by soil disturbance or surface water runoff. 
Above ground plant parts 
dieback by June, but the 
tuberous roots persist year-
round.

Lesser celandine may be 
confused with our native 
marsh marigold (Caltha 
palustris). To differentiate, 
marsh marigold can grow 
up to 2 ft in height, has 5-9 
yellow sepals that resemble 
petals, and lacks bublets and 
tubers.

ECOLOGICAL THREAT: As 
a cold tolerant ephemeral, 
lesser celandine breaks 
dormancy earlier than 

Early Spring Invasive Watch: Lesser Celandine
By Mary Welz, Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management

our native spring plants, which 
gives it a competitive advantage 
in combination with its ability 
to spread rapidly. Some of the 
native plants displaced by lesser 
celandine are important nectar 
and pollen sources for our native 
pollinators. Monocultures of this 
invasive plant can lead to loss of 
biodiversity throughout the food 
web.

HABITAT & DISTRIBUTION: 
Preferring moist soils in forested 
floodplains and along shaded 
waterways, it can also make do 

in drier upland conditions with part shade. Lesser celandine 
has been reported invading natural areas throughout the 
northeastern United States and the Pacific northwest.

CONTROL: It is important to make sure of correct 
identification prior to control to avoid mistakenly targeting our 
native march marigold. For small infestations, lesser celandine 
may be pulled by hand or dug up, making sure to remove and 
destroy all bulblets and tubers. Any pulled plant parts should 
be either burned, or left in bags to solarize until desiccated 
and then discarded as solid waste. Take measures to reduce 
direct contact during manual control, since physical contact 
with lesser celandine can cause skin irritation and blistering, 
and plant parts can be toxic if ingested.

For larger areas, chemical control with systemic herbicide 
such as glyphosate is recommended in order to kill the entire 
plant above and below ground. For greater success, time 

chemical treatment for 
warmer sunny days in late 
winter to early spring. Since  
lesser celandine often 
invades sensitive wetland 
areas, it is important to 
use aquatic label herbicide 
at these sites. Due to its 
ephemeral growth, the 
treatment window for lesser 
celandine control is limited. 
Continued control and 
monitoring will be required 
in spring of each year for 
long term success.

Always read and follow 
pesticide label directions. 

Closeup of Lesser celandine
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John M. Randall, The Nature Conservancy, Bugwood.org.

Lesser celandine often invades stream banks but can also be found in 
lawns and fields.
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The National Office of the Society of American Foresters 
(SAF) has announced Indiana forester Janet Eger received 
the 2019 Presidential Field Forester Award for District 9, 
one of eleven SAF districts is the northeast area of the 
United States.

Eger works for the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources as a District Forester covering Lawrence and 
Orange Counties. She was recognized on November 1 at 
the SAF National Conference in Louisville.

Eger was recognized for her innovative methods and 
record of excellence as a forestry practitioner. They noted 
the special significance of her work with landowners. 
Eger said, “I’m honored and humbled to be nominated 
and receive this honor.”  She added that there are many 
deserving foresters.

Eger said, “The work done by professional foresters is 
often misunderstood by the general populace.” She and 
other foresters work hard to manage Indiana’s forests, 
and she said she is proud to be a member of the Society 
of American Foresters. She added, “I believe that by being 
a member, I’ve had opportunities to interact with other 
professionals, and that has enhanced my learning and 
career.”

This is the second 
prestigious national 
award Eger has received. 
She was elected as an 
SAF Fellow in 2006. SAF 
Fellows are recognized 
for exemplary action, 
sustained leadership 
and advancement of the 
forestry profession.

Among her many 
volunteer activities, Janet 
has been an important 
member of the Indiana 
Forestry Educational 
Foundation board of 
trustees and has been 
the lead organizer on the annual meeting silent and live 
auctions, helping to grow the organization’s treasury to 
further forestry education around the state. She has also 
been a supporter of the Charles Deam Stewardship Award 
and has nominated many district finalists and state winners, 
including the 2019 winner. We congratulate Janet, and 
appreciate her efforts to support woodland owners!

Forester Receives National Honor

Editor’s note: This article was adapted from the publication  
“Tree Diseases: Oak Wilt in Indiana.” See the entire publication 
and learn more at https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/
BP/BP-28-w.pdf.

Oak wilt is a fatal disease of red and black oak trees in Indiana 
and other Midwest states but is found very sporadically 
around the state. While there is no cure for infected trees, 
you can keep oak wilt from spreading by taking appropriate 
preventive measures. A Purdue publication describes the 
symptoms of oak wilt disease, its cause, and management 
options that are available.

Oak wilt occurs primarily on red oak. White oak is susceptible 
but symptoms are much more gradual and scattered. It has 
been found in about two-thirds of Indiana counties, except 
for east central Indiana. It is very difficult to confirm in the 
laboratory and symptoms mimic several other diseases. 
Bacterial leaf scorch has similar symptoms in summer and 
fall but the tree’s decline is slower and can take years and will 
show recovery the following spring. 

Watch For and Protect Against Oak Wilt: Avoid Pruning in 
the Spring and Summer

Symptoms generally start in June. Leaves develop bronze or 
tan coloring but part of them may stay green. Infected trees 
may start losing leaves and could lose all of them within the 
season and won’t recover the following spring.

Oak wilt is spread by beetles who are often attracted to 
wounds on the tree. One way to prevent the spread of oak wilt 
is to avoid pruning during the growing season. Pruning should 
be done between December through February if possible. 
Consider sanitary pruning practices – remove infected limbs if 
you see any signs of disease and destroy that infected material. 
Always remove infected trees and grind the stumps if you 
see symptoms of oak wilt. For more practices to prevent the 
spread, check out the publication.

If you suspect you have oak wilt, or any other disease 
impacting your oaks, see the publication for how to collect 
and get samples analyzed, or go to the Purdue Plant and Pest 
Diagnostic Laboratory to learn how to send in samples: https://
ag.purdue.edu/btny/ppdl/Pages/default.aspx.

http://www.ifwoa.org
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/BP/BP-28-w.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/BP/BP-28-w.pdf
https://ag.purdue.edu/btny/ppdl/Pages/default.aspx
https://ag.purdue.edu/btny/ppdl/Pages/default.aspx
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Every spring beginning in April my phone begins to ring with 
requests from applicators and from landowners both to help 
them evaluate impacts from herbicide drift on offsite trees and 
shrubs. In most cases everyone involved are not happy people. 
I want to share with you some of my first hand consulting 
experiences as examples of offsite damages and situations. 
Second, will provide some tips you might consider doing before 
work begins this spring to reduce the opportunity of offsite 
damages and suggestions to help minimize exposure risks.

Impacts to trees and shrubs from exposure to 2,4-D and or 
dicamba is a situation I run across. Some common symptoms I 
see are:

• Young seedlings or stressed trees are particularly 
vulnerable and die off.

• Larger established trees are rarely killed.
• Aborts fruit and nut set.
• New bud set and maturation is interrupted. This can carry 

over into the next year depending on timing.
• Shortens internodal growth.
• Reduces aesthetic values.
• Contributes to, or accelerates, decline of already stressed 

trees.
• Reduces annual growth of timber trees?

The value of these impacts depends on which side of the 
fence you are sitting on! Words like fairness, retribution, 
payback, penalties, apologies, be realistic, and more begin to 
be bantered about. Most of my calls are related to situations 
where 2,4-D or dicamba has volatilized (changed from a liquid 
to a gas) and has moved off site. You can visualize a volatilized 
herbicide like “Second Hand Smoke!” Volatilized herbicides are:

• Easily Moved By Wind in many directions
• Trapped by inversions (calm winds, Hazy skies, Very red 

sunsets)
• Follows air drainage patterns
• Can be deflected/directed by obstacles (buffer strips, 

windbreaks, closed ventilation systems)

Like second hand smoke, many people just do not like the 
smell or exposure to it. They react! New products on the 
horizon will mean a more widespread use of dicamba and 2,4-
D products further into the growing season. They may mean 
greater impacts to non-target trees and shrubs and shortened 
recovery time as well.

There are several things you can do this growing season and 
future seasons. Like many problems, a little prevention now 
can save a lot of heartache later. Be proactive and meet with 
neighbors and discuss what you are doing to minimize exposure 
risks. Identify high risk crops nearby. Drfitwatch.org is an online 
registry tool to help pesticide applicators and specialty crop 

growers communicate more effectively to help prevent and 
manage drift effects. You can also invest in an anemometer for 
your spray rig so you can measure wind speed. Plan and install 
warm season grass buffers adjacent to woodlands and other 
high risk crops nearby. Lastly, quit smoking and consider other 
less volatile pest management products.

Mike Warner is a Certified Forester, ACF. He is also the president of 
ArborTerra Consulting Inc. based in Lizton, Indiana.

Editor’s note: This was originally published in the 2015 Woodland 
Steward newsletter and is reprinted with permission. Dicamba use 
has increased over the last few years, along with it the risk of drift 
has increased as well.

Indiana Office of State Chemist 
announces 2020 Dicamba Restriction
The OISC is the pesticide regulatory agency for Indiana 
and has added an additional label restriction for users of 
Dicamba. The additional restriction for the 2020 growing 
season will be:

DO NOT apply this product after June 20, 2020.

This change is taking place due to the rising number of off-
target complaints in the last three seasons.

Register Your Timber or Plantation with 
Drift Watch
The DriftWatch registry tool 
is meant to help pesticide 
applicators and specialty 
crop growers communicate 
more effectively to promote 
awareness and stewardship 
activities to help prevent 
and manage drift effects. 
The boundaries on the 
map are not property lines, but user-submitted specialty site 
designations. Furthermore, DriftWatch is not intended to be a 
registry for homeowners or for sites less than half an acre in size. 

This site features a powerful map interface  at https://
in.driftwatch.org/map that clearly shows pesticide applicators 
the locations of registered specialty sites so they can use the 
information in their ongoing stewardship activities before they 
spray. 

In addition to user-submitted sensitive crops, the map interface 
provides other data layers that give further insight into sensitive 
and protected areas, as well as help identify county/township/
section jurisdictions.

Register your timber at https://in.driftwatch.org or order “No 
Drift Zone” signs to help applicators recognize your sensitive 
crops.

When Smoke Gets in Their Eyes!
By Mike Warner

https://in.driftwatch.org/map
https://in.driftwatch.org/map
https://in.driftwatch.org
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Indiana Tree Farm 
Landowners of the Year
Mark and Peggy Jones of Orange County were recently 
awarded Tree Farm Landowners of the Year by the 
Indiana Tree Farm Committee. District Forester Janet 
Eger nominated the deserving couple, who in 2017 were 
finalists for the IFWOA Deam Stewardship Award. They are 
active managers and have hosted educational tours and 
taken woodland management courses to improve their 
knowledge. Congratulations Mark & Peggy!
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Invasives Update from SICIM
Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management is 
leading the charge with the Indiana Invasives Initiative to 
get potentially a county invasives group in most counties 
around the state. Some groups can provide inspections 
of your property to help you identify invasive threats, and 
most groups have workshops or field days to teach about 
identification and control techniques. Not to mention the 
value of getting to know your other neighbors battling 
invasives!

The following counties have active or newly formed 
CISMAs: Brown, Daviess/Martin, Dubois, Floyd, Greene, 
Hamilton, Harrison, Henry, Huntington/Miami/Wabash, 
Jackson, Johnson, Knox, LaGrange/Steuben, Lake/LaPorte/
Porter, Lawrence, Marion, Monroe, Morgan, Orange, Owen, 
Pike/Gibson, Posey, Putnam, Spencer/Perry, Sullivan, 
Tippecanoe, Vanderburgh, Vermillion, Vigo, and Warrick.

If you haven’t heard from your local group yet, consider 
reaching out. To learn more about the counties and 
contact information, go to http://www.sicim.info/cismas. 
There are monthly CISMA events around the state, go to 
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/ for times, locations, 
contact info for upcoming programs. 

Marsh marigold looks similar but has 5-9 petals and lesser 
celandine has 7-12 narrower petals. The celandine blooms earlier 
in March and early April than the Marsh marigold.
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Lesser Celandine continued from page 12

Herbicides should only be mixed and applied according to 
their label and using the protective equipment specified.

INDIANA NATIVE ALTERNATIVES: bloodroot (Sanguinaria 
canadensis), celandine poppy (Stylophorum diphyllum), 
common blue violet (Viola sororia), Dutchman’s breeches 
(Dicentra cucullaria), dwarf crested iris (Iris cristata), golden 
ragwort (Packera aurea), Jacob’s ladder (Polemonium reptans), 
largeleaf waterleaf (Hydrophyllum macrophyllum), spring 
beauty (Claytonia virginica). Virginia bluebells (Mertensia 
virginica), wild columbine (Aquilegia canadensis), wild 
geranium (Geranium maculatum), wild ginger (Asarum 
canadense), wild hyacinth (Camassia scilloides), woodland 
phlox (Phlox divaricata)

HANDOUTS: 
https://emswcd.org/wp-content/…/2013/12/lesser-celandine.pdf 
https://www.co.walworth.wi.us/…/…/Lesser-Celandine-Flyer-PDF

REFERENCES: 
https://wiki.bugwood.org/Ficaria_verna/NJ 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/…/downloads/wra/ficaria-verna.pdf 
http://www.misin.msu.edu/facts/detail/… 
https://www.swcd.net/invasive-noxious-w…/lesser-celandine-3/

http://www.ifwoa.org
http://www.sicim.info/cismas
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/
https://emswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/lesser-celandine.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3x1r0TluN2slIT9zq1r1cCkILDIl7AwQWB-ag4bbH7KRI3OXq3IRsvyJw
https://www.co.walworth.wi.us/DocumentCenter/View/501/Lesser-Celandine-Flyer-PDF?fbclid=IwAR1_YxDvbz54eV3OLQXsnlpXIF_xMj_lNzG1HlCTjXwuaFI7clhDcDYpxZo
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwiki.bugwood.org%2FFicaria_verna%2FNJ%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xPb3mMUCRnIj6i5Ru_fE3Nk78tjK53JdkQ0tTYRtgAqnxSJRB2atO8_U&h=AT3rYkFTYCiVQ6LyWUeByCItUhjjoiEdWmFtMvClhcZRh8UxqGUiJKgqRx1tyL0Dw3kR-DH38_mEQbxu18yJaNSNJWVb-VQPAuR4n4ycaTHMTHAU7Xls-RVgTBuB7b9mRR3dPdQ1KAxdrdh_E1JCvJETr4o8sPSlvY_z07xBteMVr2C0lrd1ni1sMgvvVW1Pn9OakI1Ydm4IGpxMmzvONvqfpDKc_rxKaqtCleHwlrRoPBg5qtbz1afwuvWXd-h28kr9FZHJfFgHgvVw1ma9LHPxykLhnCdu_goEeEaVzW5D8PG2_LPRxJt95upS3-klZVnfqFv-U7GFlM3i7zjrTuSHOZ9t8a-TzhZQ_PqOQKy5PtO3oSt76ZWkod_qs_LzJzebK_amopgci3-qsJmeREIUA5rdPybXj0YmU1UDpLY6IdCzTPM-w--Ibqcf39OWfF0pQARgTFdoQOOHM3XB_LzcoroQ6Y5trLMUNI2pMG2zgEvGnWfEkdA2r9idd6JpmALOq-ohOnCoMP1UctDQU_XbGJ8C22e-L5m5IQCv4LdM-zxB60bR2vw1AmsYwWnuKtk2pTT2_CnQvgV2p--ttTVWwB4nNXP4tv6G5ocIDksR2OAJSe_w6lTXBRn5uJ9KVw
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/weeds/downloads/wra/ficaria-verna.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1KEKiTGxfugHVEygJ58Ipx7GcyC9C1m-l32QMVL5Z3eGpSxZJmY-WYaiU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.misin.msu.edu%2Ffacts%2Fdetail%2F%3Fproject%3Dmisin%26id%3D183%26cname%3DLesser%2Bcelandine%26fbclid%3DIwAR3oVictIsZAzRXI_RHAqLPZDhmgmQjSYlNWMOXgZu_rYEZ_msdnvt8j4VA&h=AT1ufslzCF2VrW33ARtWxPbpPWFWQpy44a5nlRWBYs7gYdgUcFAZRxsSuIfZQ05FHsHcxQd_PUaw3aDVhu9DKl3jdXVLk6wX0ptoZTR3jpb6UygMHXX5nhM1LsAS2JBWCBNrs7wO6oGt666KkC5KE4ZANlilvZM4WNAzrFzxSWJ8wasbR8J_a671Ge419RGPhiYhICG7KGwXyUmy9hO1wmrDvkgtSKDXexl0ifO4BnjVV0FpvP-C37-zOYWQruj_eB5h2K5Sv3Hvr44uanJ0-pbml5pYBiAn8BCXlg3_ayoetxzX2_Ryw32yDIQdGFU3rHn826H_vEhs2ErWsamDl2Joi4EI2MOOz_PTp7V0DlDlZ_qVwT09RLzFne5GL9_Q79UNWwkECSojbdP-NmN58x2JJmtCz4UI_IG-dErLM62Syah0eLjUrzFkvodTv-sboEfQn_H_OFvW6m8yU6_ZIsa5uYwxnPeL0rcnTd3gSOn9qlcX6bs_pnvAIeSS7XPXwMZzqOTfajMi4HXAr_B68FI31QmAUt0GOA6y8HH0Qf2AIabJfJp6SR_chJCjMmD-MzNSN8AUURzMB5Nib40TJ37mGfn8qYzX8h6qTrx_zTDzIhVEQVbv6TqQ2oWjbX4jUQ
https://www.swcd.net/invasive-noxious-weeds/lesser-celandine-3/?fbclid=IwAR0qfilLJ5cPWX1oPhdoOEe0BxdbYWZUAa_FeoThWWTAqCgXeZXrH1MyQEo
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Have You Signed Up For Conservation Programs This Year?
The Farm Bill was finally passed last year 
with several changes, in some cases 
increased support for programs for 
woodland owners. There was a delay in 
guidance and rollout of changes, but 
now most programs are again available 
for sign up. Some deadlines were in 
February, but some programs have 
rolling signups and it is never too late  
to inquire and get in the queue for the 
next round of funding. New this year 
is cost share for deer fencing for tree 
planting protection.

There are a number of Farm Bill 
conservation programs that woodland 
owners are eligble for, including creating 
management plans, tree planting, 
invasive species control, and timber 
stand improvement. If you have not 
looked into how the NRCS can help you 
meet your woodland goals, contact your 
county NRCS office or get started here: 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/
nrcs/in/home/.

You can find a copy of the full 2019 
annual report on the Indiana NRCS 
website here:  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/nrcs/in/newsroom/factsheets/.

Most women farmers and landowners share strong 
conservation values and want their land farmed sustainably 
into the future. Women4theLand (W4L) is a partnership 
of conservation and natural resource agencies and 
organizations working together to provide education 
and resources to Indiana women landowners, farmers 
and natural resource professionals. W4L uses the learning 
circle model to provide information in a comfortable, 
informal setting where women learn from professional 
conservationists as well as from each other. W4L provides 

CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM (CSP)
Beginning Farmer $526,663 6,054 acres 7 contracts
General $3 million 34,242 acres 37 contracts
NIPF* Beginning Farmer $15,000 133 acres 2 contracts
NIPF* General $1.2 million 3,702 acres 46 contracts
Grassland Conservation $118,945 1,320 acres 71 contracts

TOTAL $4.9 million 45,452 acres 163 contracts 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP)
Beginning Farmer $3.8 million 3,975 acres 54 contracts
Disaster Recovery $1.6 million 58,636 acres 315 contracts
Great Lakes Restoration $1.4 million 30,615 acres 152 contracts
Limited Resource $5,106 16 acres 2 contracts
Locally Led/Planning $14.7 million 117,042 acres 694 contracts
Monarch Butterfly $40,372 91 acres 9 contracts
On-Farm Energy $23,056 553 acres 5 contracts
Organic $37,215 219 acres 7 contracts
Socially Disadvantaged $3,372 2 acres 1 contract
Specialty Crop $435,058 238 acres 52 contracts
Western Lake Erie Basin $749,980 8,498 acres 32 contracts
Wildlife $3.2 million 8,111 acres 180 contracts

TOTAL $23.5 million 227,996 acres 1,503 contracts 

REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP)
Big Pine Watershed $156,278 2,371 acres 11 contracts
Grasslands for Game/Songbirds $237,615 798 acres 37 contracts
WLEB Phosphorus Reduction $623,681 7,484 acres 35 contracts
Monarch Butterfly $84,755 60 acres 4 contracts
Indiana Watershed Initiative $42,285 500 acres 1 contract
Soil Health on Reclaimed Mineland $85,159 1,055 acres 4 contracts
Southern Indiana Young Forest $93,817 229 acres 3 contracts

TOTAL $1.3 million 12,498 acres 95 contracts
*NIPF- Non-Industrial Private Forestland           Italics represent primary foresty programs.
Data Source: ProTracts as of October 2019

Indiana Financial Assistance in 2019

education and information about conservation 
management practices, new technology, communicating 
effectively with tenants, financial assistance programs, 
where to find assistance and more.

The primary topic for this year’s circles was soil health but 
circle topics also included forestry, small farm diversity, 
organic certification, managing for pollinators and 
wildlife, invasive species, conservation planning, and 
working with your farmer on leases. For more information 
on Women4theLand, visit: www.women4theland.org.

Women4theLand Program Update
2019 Results: 22 circles held, 391 attendees, 11 partners, 8 topics

Top 5 EQIP & CSP Planned Practices
• Cover Crops 288,535 acres
• Brush Management 18,225 acres

From the 2019 Indiana Natural Resources Conservation Service annual report:
• Nutrient Management 105,052 acres
• Waste Storage Facility 33 units
• Forest Stand Improvement 6,726 acres

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/in/home/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/in/home/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/in/newsroom/factsheets/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/in/newsroom/factsheets/
http://www.women4theland.org/
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Forestry will be highlighted in a big way at the Indiana 
state fair, August 7-23, 2020. This is an opportunity to 
share with the public and tell the story of our wonderful 
sustainable forests and the large industry they support. 
Mark your calendars and plan on visiting these exhibits.

Woods On Wheels
Woods on Wheels is a mobile 
education center that will travel 
throughout Indiana to help educate 
children, the general public and our 
state leadership of the benefits of 
our forests. This exhibit is debuting at 
the state fair in August but will be a permanent traveling 
exhibit, attending fairs and festivals and school programs 
throughout the warm months to share positive forestry 
messages. This exhibit is supported by Indiana Hardwood 
Lumbermen’s Association, Purdue University Department 
of Forestry & Natural Resources, Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 
and many others.

Forestry Highlighted at this Year’s State Fair
Forever Forests Exhibit
A traveling exhibit from the Omaha Children’s Museum, 
“Forever Forests” will be at the fair and will stay at the 
fairgrounds through September for school tours.

From the museum website: “An educational adventure 
awaits children at the Forever Forest, a national traveling 

exhibit that explores how we use 
the forest to live, work, and play in 
harmony. Exploring the realities of 
forests through play, families will 
learn about sustainability, selective 
harvesting, transportation needs, 

and the every-day products we use made from trees.”

This exhibit is supported by Indiana Hardwood 
Lumbermen’s Association, Purdue University Department 
of Forestry & Natural Resources, and the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources.

Information for this article provided by IN Hardwood 
Lumbermen’s Association (www.ihla.org) and Omaha 
Children’s Museum (www.ocm.org). 

http://www.ifwoa.org
http://www.ihla.org
http://www.ocm.org
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Indiana Forestry and Woodland Owners Association 
board of directors held their regular meeting in January. 
The financial report from the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2019 was reviewed:

Gross income was $45,438 and includes Directory of 
Professional Foresters entry fees, member dues, and 
annual meeting registrations. Gross expenses were 
$83,325 and the largest expenses were for executive 
director salary and travel, office expenses (copies, 
postage, supplies), and lobbyist services. Net income 
was $-37,887. Assets as of September 30, 2019 were $471 
in bank accounts and $232,768 in short and long term 
investment accounts.

Other business: The current officers (see listing page 
2) have been in their positions for several years, and 
President Raoul Moore noted that he felt it would be 
better for the organization to have a new perspective 
with a new president. No board members expressed an 
interest so a nominating committee was assigned to 
review the member’s listing for possible candidates for 
president.

A new committee structure was established, 
reducing the number of committees and clarifying 
their objectives. These include: Awards, Investment, 
Membership, Nominating, Communications, and Events. 
Committee members were asked to provide updates at 
the April board meeting. There was additional discussion 
about increasing and improving our communications to 
members and the public and to providing more events 
across the state. Those topics were assigned to the 
committees for action plans. 

Division of Foresty Funding: The board also discussed 
concerns about funding for the DNR Division of 
Forestry and what role IFWOA should take. The current 
Division budget is approximately $3 million per year 
below where it has been, and at 1999 levels. This major 
reduction in funding has affected the number of staff 
and private lands assistance (district foresters) and is 
of major concern to the board. It was noted that access 
to the district forester is a key tool in connecting new 
landowners to a management plan and to the resources 
to be successful woodland stewards. At the same time, 
demand for assistance has grown and current enrollment 
in the Classified Forest & Wildlands program is 822,718 
acres on over 16,750 tracts. 

It is expected that without increased funding for the 
Division of Forestry, private lands assistance and other 
programs like forest health and nurseries may be 
drastically cut or altered in ways that would be harmful to 
our privately managed forests. Some surrounding states 
have reduced or eliminated state forestry assistance. 
IFWOA board agreed that maintaining funding for the 
Division to ensure private lands support was important 
and something we will should be advocating for. The next 
budget session is in January 2021 and during the summer 
we will be working on an advocacy plan for outreach to 
legislators to ensure a stronger budget.

The next board meeting for IFWOA will be in April 28, 
location possibly Spencer. 

Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation trustees held 
their regular meeting in January. 

Financial Update: Treasurer Pete Halstead noted 
operating funds of $8443, and investment account funds 
of $70,209. Pete submitted a proposed budget for review 
and approval at the April board meeting, the fiscal year 
runs April 1 through March 31.

IFEF’s primary income (in order from highest to lowest) are 
auction proceeds from the annual meeting, interest and 
dividends from investments, a portion of dues from IFWOA 
members ($5 per year per member), additional charitable 
contributions from members, an annual hunting lease 
on the Greene County property. In addition, timber sale 
income occurs every 10-20 years.

From those proceeds, IFEF spends over $20,000 per year 
to support forestry educational programs, including the 
IFWOA annual meeting, small educational grants (see 
page 7 for more info) and support for Project Learning Tree 
and the Natural Resources Teachers Institute.

Properties Update: IFEF owns 3 donated properties, 
the McElroy property in Greene County and two Menke 
properties in Crawford County. The McElroy property is 
due for a timber sale, and bids are expected in March. 
Pete Halstead reported he inspected a tree planting that 
was done in 2011 and found the oak survival was better 
than expected and 8-10’ high. He noted some Callery pear 
invasion which the board will be treating this year.

The IFEF board will have their next meeting on Saturday, 
April 18 in Greene County and will include a tour of the 
McElroy property. Contact the office at 765-583-3501 if 
you would like more details.

Board Meeting Updates
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As the last frost exits this spring, it may be time to consider 
putting in some native plants to attract more pollinators, to 
convert that mowed grass to something more natural, or to 
create some diversity on your land. There are a number of 
suppliers that provide native plants or seeds and seed mixes 
for your needs. A website, www.growindiananatives.org/buy-
native has a listing of suppliers of native plants around the 
state. Some of these sellers only offer on one or more days in 
the spring for retail sales, others are year round.

If you are interested in learning more about native plants, 
Indiana Native Plant Society website has resources and events 
to learn from, see www.indiananativeplants.org. 

We knew it all along! Woodland owners know that planting 
trees is good for the environment, for wildlife, clean water and 
air, recreation, etc. Many of you have spent each spring putting 
in from a few to several thousand trees on your property, often 
without economic benefit in your lifetime. It is more than 
about financial reward for a woodland owner.

Finally, our state and national leaders have caught on to this 
great idea. In January, Governor Holcomb pledged to have the 
Department of Natural Resources plant 1 million trees over 
the next five years to match the 1 million trees Central Indiana 
Land Trust has committed to planting. The Division of Forestry 
will be putting out the first 200,000 trees this spring.

In February, President Trump announced that the United 
States would join a global initiative to plant a trillion trees 
worldwide. A Republican bill in Congress would incentivize 
companies and individuals to plant trees. There are currently 
about 300 billion trees in the US. If you want to learn more 
about the UN effort, go to www.trilliontreecampaign.org.  There 
you can get a status (13 Billion and counting) and can register 
the trees you have planted to add to the tally if you like.

In mid-February the American Forest Foundation produced 
a statement on the Trillion Trees Act, in part: “Currently our 
forests and forest products offset roughly 15% of annual U.S. 
carbon emissions and estimates show that we can double that 
by planting more trees, better managing forests that have 
been neglected, protecting forests from conversion, and using 
more forest products.”

“To make significant headway on this, it is vital our legislators 
engage our nation’s 21 million family forest owners. Family 
forest owners own the largest portion of U.S. forests – 38% 
(Editor’s note: 84% in Indiana) - and are gatekeepers and land 
managers to a significant portion of the carbon potential.” See 
the full statement at https://bit.ly/2PHAReg.

Planting Trees is “All the Rage”
By Liz Jackson, Executive Director IFWOA

What does this mean for Indiana woodland owners?

• Keep planting trees as you have been doing, for your own 
reasons and goals. 

• Use existing Farm Bill incentive programs to help offset 
the upfront costs, EQIP, WHEP and CRP are examples. 
Contact your county NRCS office to enroll.

• Tell your story of how woodland owners are doing right by 
nature in so many ways.

• Remind people that is it more than just planting trees – 
it’s about managing the woods properly that we already 
have and making sure we limit conversion from forests to 
agriculture, housing, and retail uses.

Coneflower (Echinacea) is a good choice for a sunny spot. 

Native Plant Suppliers and Resources
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Indiana Forestry and Woodland 
Owners Association, Inc. 
1007 North 725 West
West Lafayette, Indiana  47906

Return Service Requested

www.ifwoa.org

April 8
Marketing Hardwood Veneer Logs 
and Trees
Danzer Veneer, Edinburgh
$60 fee. Register at  
www.ihla.org/events.

April 11
White River RC&D Spring Wildflower 
Hike
Becks Mill, Washington County
RSVPs required and nominal fee
Contact tdligman@att.net or  
812-278-0139 to reserve.

April 18
Family Nature Fest
9 to 1 EDT
Ferdinand State Forest, Dubois 
County.  
Contact the Forest at 812-827-2857 
for more information.

April 18
Learn & Burn Woodland Workshop
9 AM – 2 PM
S IN Purdue Ag Center, Dubois County
Contact jackson@purdue.edu or  
765-583-3501.

April 21 
Breakfast with a Forester
8:00 am - 9:30 am Eastern
Gabriel’s Pancake House, Peru
Walk in anytime. Breakfast is on your own.

April 21
Lincoln Hills RC&D Family Night
6 PM Central, 7 PM Eastern
Patio Steak House, Cannelton, Perry 
County
Contact Karen Ann Smith at 812-836-2179 
or katsmith1952@psci.net.

April 25
Walnut Council field day
Lafayette, Tippecanoe County
Contact Claude Diehl at 765-490-4334 or 
diehl421@gmail.com.

April 27
Woodland Management Workshop
Thorncreek Township Fire Station, 
Columbia City 
Contact 260-244-7615 or  
jwoodman@purdue.edu 

May 9
Forestry Field day: TSI and Harvesting
9AM
Pleasant Lake, Steuben County
RSVP to 260-665-3211 ext 3.

June 5-7
Woodland Wildlife Steward Landowner 
Workshop
Morgan Monroe State Forest Training 
Center
Contact jackson@purdue.edu or  
765-583-3501.

Nov 6-7
Annual Woodland Owner Conference
Clifty Falls State Park, Madison
Contact ifwoa1@gmail.com or  
765-583-3501.

http://www.ifwoa.org
mailto:tdligman@att.net
mailto:jackson@purdue.edu
mailto:katsmith1952@psci.net
mailto:diehl421@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodman@purdue.edu
mailto:jackson@purdue.edu
mailto:ifwoa1@gmail.com

