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New Indiana Terrestrial Plant Rule Now in Effect: Prohibits
Sale of Invasive Species in 2020
The Terrestrial Plant Rule (312 IAC 18-3-25) designates 44
species of plants as invasive pests. This rule makes it illegal to
sell, gift, barter, exchange, distribute, transport, or introduce
these plants in the State of Indiana.
This rule goes into effect in two stages. As of April 18, 2019,
it is illegal to introduce plant species on this list not already
found in Indiana. Plant species already in trade will be
prohibited from sale one year later (April 18, 2020). The Indiana
Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology (DEPP) is
the regulatory authority on this rule. The full text of the rule is
posted at: https://www.in.gov/nrc/files/lsa18316_proposed. .

Frequently Asked Questions
Why is the rule necessary? Impacts of invasive species
include: loss of biodiversity; degradation of natural habitats;
negative effects on property values; decreased agricultural
yields; negative impacts on public utilities; recreation, and
tourism. Indiana landowners and managers spend greater
than $8.6 million dollars annually to manage invasive plants in
Indiana.

Japanese barberry
How were the 44 species determined to be invasive?
Species included in the terrestrial plant rule were assessed
through a scientific and transparent system by a team of
experts that included representatives from horticulture,
landscape, nursery, research, conservation, and Purdue
Agriculture. Links to assessments are available from the Official
Indiana Invasive Plant list at: https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/
invasiveplants.html
continued on page 6

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS

Make “Natural
Connections” at
Turkey Run State Park
Annual Woodland
Owner Conference
November 1-2
Mark your calendars and plant to join in for
networking and learning opportunities, plus
some fun outdoor time. See more information
on pages 9-11. Call and book your hotel room
today – the special rate expires September 30!
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Tree Seedling
Orders Now
Accepted for Spring
Planting
Orders for seedlings for the 2020
planting year are being accepted
starting October 1st. Order your
seedlings early as species often
sell out. You can now order trees
directly online at www.INForestryX.
com or go to https://www.in.gov/dnr/
forestry/3620.htm to find an order
form to order by phone, fax, mail or
in person.
The mission of the Indiana state
nurseries is to grow and distribute
to Indiana landowners high quality
plant materials for conservation
plantings. Conservation plantings
include plantings for timber,
windbreaks, wildlife food and habitat,
watershed and soil protection,
reclamation and education.

When the oak is felled the
whole forest echoes with its
fall, but a hundred acorns
are sown in silence by an
unnoticed breeze
- Thomas Carlyle, 1795-1881.

Executive Director
Liz Jackson
Wright Forestry Center
1007 N 725 W
West Lafayette, IN
47906-9431
(765) 583-3501
jackson@purdue.edu

Publications
Habitat Management Fact Sheet
on Prescribed Burning from the IN
Division of Fish and Wildlife: https://
www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/files/
HMFSPrescribedBurn.pdf.
Frogs and Toads of Indiana, Purdue
Extension ($10 cost): https://
edustore.purdue.edu/item.asp?Item_
Number=FNR-516
Pond Management: Stocking Fish
in Indiana ponds, Purdue Extension:
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/item.
asp?Item_Number=FNR-569.

One of many of our 27-year-old Superb trees
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Hensler
Nursery, Inc.
5715 North 750 East
P.O. Box 58
Hamlet, IN 46532

Phone: 574-867-4192
Fax: 574-867-4960
www.henslernurseryindiana.com
e-mail: info@henslernurseryindiana.com

A MESSAGE FROM THE IFWOA PRESIDENT

Plantations; The Moore the Merrier

Raoul Moore,
IFWOA President

If you are thinking about starting a tree
plantation GET PROFESSIONAL HELP!
I cannot emphasize that too much. A
forester is important but a shrink is even
more relevant. What are you thinking?

In 1956 my father started planting trees on the farm. Since then,
in about different 25 years, we have planted about 250 acres of
hardwoods. Starting in 1978 I have been trimming for potential
profit. What and how we plant has changed over the years.
Following is the genesis of that project ending with our “state of
the art” plantations.
So you think you want a plantation. What do you want?
Finding a space that is under or improperly utilized is good.
Wildlife is cool. Money is important. A space to commune
with something greater than ones self is a human need and
wonderful to do. What you want will drive what and how you
plant. Talk to a forester.
Remember that whatever you do, you will be living with it
until you die. There is a chance that those that follow will have
different goals. The desire for money is fairly universal. When
there is a future monetary value, there is a greater potential
that a plantation that has a way to go will be left to mature by
inheritors or following owners. Little worse that a plantation
that is short cycled.
If it will be seen easily by you or others think about not putting
the rows perpendicular to the lines of sight. If you have the rows
parallel to the road/lane, then it will look like a woods and not
like a plantation for the next 100 years. It might take a bit more
time and effort to plant it that way but there is an aesthetic
component that needs to be considered. A few more hours at
the start will be appreciated by everyone who drives by over
the years.
Put in lots of species and lots of individuals. Many will die, get
eaten, or be killed. More species and more trees give more
management options over the years. There are a few very scary
fungi and bugs out there. One of my earliest memories was
listening to a discussion on Dutch Elm Disease. Up shot was,
“We really do not like elm, oh well.” Father talked about the
Chestnut snags he grew up with in western NY State. The more
different species you put in the better chance that you will have
something that will remain until the last thinning. Wildlife is
cool. Critters like to eat fruit and nuts. Lucky for us in IN there is
an overlap of monetary and wildlife valuable tree species.
Put in lots of trees. I am currently putting in 1000 per acre. It
helps to overwhelm the deer, close canopy sooner and gives me
more options when thinning. Oh yeah. There is lots less pruning
when the trees are crowned. Cutting trees off at waist high is
lots easier and quicker than cutting off 5 - 8 limbs over your

head over the next 15 years. 1000/acre to get 100/acre gives you
LOTS of options. Canopy closure is good to choke out unwanted
competition and push the trees up making logs straighter and
cleaner. More money is better.
There are carrying costs to a plantation. Taxes, insurance,
acquisition / opportunity costs, invasive control, boundary and
lane maintenance, pruning, thinning, thinking/consultants, all
are costs even if we love doing them. All of the various reasons
to have a plantation can be met and maybe there will still be
a profit at the end. Of course you will NOT see the financial
return, sorry. The most you can do is enjoy the habitat you
have created.
More species, closer together. If Indiana did not produce the
best hardwood seedlings in the world I would be direct seeding
at about 10,000/ acre. Nature makes great trees with high
density. Helping some by slowing others is part of the fun. With
lots of species there will be winners and losers so you have to
help the ones you want. Did I mention you need professional
help if you want to put in a plantation? Whatever you envision
think again. Things happen.
Money is good but…. Storms, floods, droughts, stupid
hunters, bugs, fungus, climate change, tile failures, beaversdeer- rabbits- voles- woodchucks- 4 wheelers looking for funownership changes- market collapses, money is good but. Do
not count on it and remember, you will not see it.
Weed control is over rated when planting into row crop ground.
I have opened up seedlings and they have toasted in the sun
during dry years. The other problem with weed control is, I
swear it happens but I have not actually seen it, is once opened
up the deer and rabbits form teams and hold blindfolded,
proctored, ID tasting contests. If you have rabbits girdling stems
try leaving 18” cut offs to block regirdling until the chosen
sprout is too big for the rabbits. Then and only then single up at
ground level.
Then the beavers come in. The only good thing about beavers
is the regrowth sprouts tend to have better form than the
originals. Time will tell if mine will make it to harvest. But
remember, you will not live to see the financial return. However,
a couple of farther’s 1958 walnuts are 22” and one of mine from
’88 is 16.3”.
We are currently planting into misapplied AG row crop fields.
Highly Erodable Land, HEL in the socialized farming office
vernacular, forms gullies when you switch to no till. Flood plains
tend to flood periodically causing socialized crop insurance to
kick in. The tops of eroded knobs do not grow enough corn or
beans to cover input costs. Great crop land grows great trees.
Crummy land, slowly grows crummy trees if at all. But think
continued on page 17
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BOARD OF DIREC TORS BY AREA

District 1

District 4

At Large

2020: Claude Diehl
8315 State Road 26 W
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765) 583-0526
diehl421@gmail.com
2021: Hugh Pence
(see officers on page 2)

2021: Matthew Raver
1173 N County Rd 950 E
Greensburg, IN 47240
(812) 593-4014
mattraver@hotmail.com
2021: Open

(representing all districts)

District 2

District 5

2019 Bill Freeman
7839 Bellsville Pike
Nashville, IN 47448
(812) 988-6145
billfreeman@ccbrandt.com
2021: Raoul Moore
(see officers on page 2)

2019: Tom Bernhardt
5401 Warrenton Road
Evansville, IN 47725
(812) 453-1908
trberh66@gmail.com
2021: Jim Hochgesang
3334 E Schnellville Rd
Jasper, IN 47546-3437
(812) 634-1814

District 3
2020: John Stambaugh
182 Pinhook Rd
Bedford, IN 47421
(812) 863-7272
forester@custom.net
2020: Dan Lynch
9715 Trilobi Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46236
(317) 823-0793
dflynch4@comcast.net

2019: Lenny Farlee
(see officers on page 2)
2020: Richard Newton
9611 S. 425 E.
Marengo, IN 47140
(812) 365-2495
cedarman@netpointe.com
2020: Joe McCurdy
8587 N.850 W.
Fairland, IN 46126
(317) 835-2235
cjosephmc@yahoo.com
2021: Chris Fehribach
109 N Geiger St
Huntingburg, IN 47542
(812) 639-3561
chrisfehribach@gmail.com
2021: Lee Huss
1443 Freeman Rd
Spencer, IN 47460
(812) 829-2511
l.huss@comcast.net
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We are always looking for volunteers to serve as IFWOA board member.
Board members are asked to participate in person or via phone at
4 board meetings per year plus provide input on monthly email
discussions about IFWOA strategic directions and activities. They are
also asked to judge district Deam nominations in July each year.
If you are interested in serving on the board or would like to nominate
a candidate, please contact the office at 765-583-3501. The Nominating
Committee will review any additional nominations for the election and
this slate will be voted on during the November business meeting.
The slate of candidates for the election of the Board of Directors for the
next 3-year term (2020-2022) is:
District 2: Bill Freeman
District 4: Open
District 5: Tom Bernhardt
At large: Lenny Farlee
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Finalists Share Excellent Stewardship
Three Charles Deam Forestry Stewardship Award district finalists, along with their foresters, will be recognized at the
awards banquet at our annual meeting on Saturday, November 2nd. As usual, this year’s finalists embody the purpose of
the Deam Award; they are model examples of landowners practicing some of the best forest stewardship in the state.
The Deam awards program accepts nominations
from foresters and landowners from around the
state. We had seven nominations, and from those
a finalist from each district was selected after a
property tour. There were no nominations from
District 1 or 4.
The district finalists are:
District 2: Kruse New Ross Forest,
nominator Michael Warner
District 3: George & Kyleen Hale,
nominator Perry Seitzinger
District 5: David and Carol Niehaus Family,
nominator Janet Eger
The state winner will be selected by a team of state
judges during a September tour of each of the
properties. All finalists receive a plaque and the
state winner also receives a property sign and $100
check.

2018 Deam Award winner Mike Stark (L) discusses his management with
judge Don Carlson and his nominating forester.

Firewood Movement in Indiana & DNR Firewood Rule
The DNR recommendation is not to move firewood. Buy it locally and burn if locally. Firewood WITHOUT BARK (100%
no bark) can enter any DNR property (State Forest, State Recreation, State Reservoir, State Park or other DNR property).
Firewood with bark is NOT allowed on DNR Property, EXCEPTION if firewood is federally or state certified, it is allowed into
DNR Property.
NOTE: The Hoosier National Forest only allows federally certified firewood
in their campgrounds. State Certified firewood is not allowed. And firewood
without bark is not allowed.

WHAT FOREST PESTS ARE – CAN BE –
SPREAD BY FIREWOOD
Emerald Ash Borer
Gold Spotted Oak Borer (Agrilus beetle kills oak)
Asian Longhorned Beetle
Gypsy Moth
Oak Wilt
Dutch Elm Disease
Bark Beetles
Sirex Woodwasp
Pine Bark Beetles- Southern Western Mountain
Thousand Cankers Disease of Black Walnut
And other insect & diseases

www.ifwoa.org
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Indiana Terrestrial Plant Rule continued from page 1
Why aren’t all the invasive plants on the Official Indiana
Invasive Plant list in this rule? The rule includes plants
ranked high on the official list, except for Callery pear and
Norway maple. These two species were not included in the
rule because the State determined that including them would
cause too great of an impact to growers of those species.
Are all 44 species sold for landscaping? No, DEPP reported
about 22 of the 44 regulated species are sold in trade;
however, this rule also prohibits the sharing, transport, and
exchange of all species listed.
May I purchase a species online? Not legally.
May I share a species with friend or family? Not legally.
What if I have one of the 44 species growing on my
property – is it illegal? No, but you cannot share it, transport
it, exchange it, etc.
What is the punishment for violating the rule? DEPP has
authority to issue a $500 fine per incident per day.
Will other species be added to the rule? As plant species
are assessed, those ranked high will proceed through the rule
amendment process for potential inclusion in the future.
Are these Noxious Weeds? No. Noxious Weeds are a different
regulatory category and include Canada thistle, bur cucumber,
Johnson grass, shattercane, and Columbus grass.

How Can You Help?
If you see these invasive plants for sale, being exchanged or
transported after April 18, 2020 contact your nursery inspector.
Contact information is found here: https://www.in.gov/dnr/
entomolo/7416.htm
You can help us gather data to assess invasive species by
reporting on EDDMaps at the website or via the GLEDN app.
Information about both applications is found here: https://
www.eddmaps.org/indiana/
You can remove invasive species from your landscape and
plant native species.
You can avoid using Callery pear, Norway maple, and other
invasive plants on the official list that did not get included in
the rule.

For Additional Information
For information about invasive species please see the
following links:
Indiana Invasive Species Council: https://www.entm.purdue.
edu/iisc/
Southern IN Cooperative Invasives Management: http://www.
sicim.info/
Midwest Invasive Plant Network: https://www.mipn.org/
For information about native species: Indiana Native Plant
Society: https://indiananativeplants.org/
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Prohibited Invasive Terrestrial Plants
[312 IAC 18-3-25]
Latin Name
Achyranthes japonica
Ailanthus altissima
Alliaria petiolate
Alnus glutinosa
Artemisia vulgaris
Arthraxon hispidus
Berberis thunbergii
Carduus acanthoides
Carduus nutans
Celastrus orbiculatus
Centaurea stoebe
Cirsium vulgare
Conium maculatum
Convolvulus arvensis
Coronilla varia
Dioscorea polystachya (oppositifolia)
Dipsacus fullonum
Dipsacus laciniatus
Elaeagnus umbellata
Euonymus fortunei
Euphorbia virgata
Frangula alnus
Humulus japonica
Hesperis matronalis
Lespedeza cuneata
Lepidium latifolium
Ligustrum obtusifolium
Lonicera japonica
Lonicera maacki
Lonicera morrowii
Lonicera tatarica
Lonicera x bella
Microstegium vimineum
Morus alba
Phalaris arundinacea
Phellodendron amurense
Phragmites australis subspecies australis
Polygonum perfoliatum
Reynoutria japonica (syn. Fallopia japonica)
Reynoutria sachalinensis
Reynoutria x bohemica
Rhamnus cathartica
Vincetoxicum nigrum
Vincetoxicum rossicum

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Common Name
Japanese chaff flower
Tree of heaven
Garlic mustard
Black alder
Mugwort
Small carpgrass
Japanese barberry
Spiny plumeless thistle
Musk thistle
Asian bittersweet
Spotted knapweed
Bull thistle
Poison hemlock
Field bindweed
Crown vetch
Chinese yam
Common tease
Cut-leaved teasel
Autumn olive
Wintercreeper
Leafy spurge
Glossy buckthorn
Japanese hops
Dame’s rocket
Sericea lespedeza
Pepperweed
Blunt leaved privet
Japanese honeysuckle
Amur honeysuckle
Morrow’s honeysuckle
Tatarian honeysuckle
Bell’s honeysuckle
Japanese stiltgrass
White mulberry
Reed canarygrass
Amur cork tree
Common reed
Mile-a-minute vine
Japanese knotweed
Giant knotweed
Bohemian knotweed
Common buckthorn
Black swallow-wort
Pale swallow-wort

IFWOA Advocates for Woodland Owners
By Liz Jackson, IFWOA Executive Director
One of IFWOA’s roles is to advocate on behalf of private
landowners to ensure their right to practice forestry. We
monitor local and state efforts to review or restrict those
rights on private or public lands and provide input at
meetings, testimony during hearings, and written comment
as necessary. Some updates on recent activities:

2019 Legislative Session Recap
The 2019 session was a budget year, and IFWOA worked
with Catalyst Public Affairs Group for the second year to
ensure that the Division of Forestry has a strong budget
to support their programs. The private lands assistance
programs, including Classified Forest & Wildlands Program,
the state nursery, and forest health are examples of
programs that landowners need to ensure our successful
stewardship.
This was a difficult budget year with many competing
interests for limited funds, and unfortunately, we did not
see a reasonable budget for the Division of Forestry for
the next biennium. In fact, their budget was equal to 1999
levels (yes, 20 years ago!), approximately $3 million lower
annually than the last budget.
While budgets have plummeted, the Classified Forests
program acreage has doubled in the last ten years,
stretching the capacity of the Division at a time when
staff is not being replaced due to budget constraints. This
is an area of concern for IFWOA. We encourage you to
reach out to your state legislators between now and the
January session start and share your concern about Division
budgets.
There was also a bill in the session to create a separate State
Forest Commission to oversee management of state forests.
IFWOA did not believe that the commission included the
appropriate members, it was lacking in natural resources
professionals and scientists and did not include appropriate
private lands appointees. The bill was drafted without
input from forestry interests or the DNR. And unlike most
government boards, this commission’s role did not advise,
but mandated management decisions.
IFWOA’s position is that natural resource management
should be determined by the latest science and data plus
long term planning (see the strategic plan information on
page 12 for more on the planning process) by experienced
natural resources professionals with appropriate

stakeholder input. This approach provides flexibility to
changing environmental needs and considers the 100 years
or more outlook necessary to manage a large landscape.
Using these factors to manage natural resources will lead to
a resilient and healthy forest ecosystem. We did not believe
that this Forest Commission bill would serve the long-term
needs of our forests.

Natural Resources Commission Considers
Converting State Forests to Parks
This summer, a petition was submitted to change
Salamonie and Frances Slocum state forests to state parks.
These small state forests in northern Indiana are among the
newer state forests. In fact, Salamonie was managed by the
Division of State Parks until just a few years ago.
At the Natural Resources Commission hearing, IFWOA
testified on behalf of keeping these state forests. They are
the only state forests in the northern part of the state, and
provide ample recreation opportunities. Further, the forests
are suffering from lack of management, with dying nonnative pine stands and invasive species that the Division
of Forestry intends to manage toward higher quality, older
stands of trees for future enjoyment. After testimony on
both sides, the Commission voted to continue managing
these forests under the Division of Forestry rather than
moving them to state parks.

Legislative Interim Study Committee
Considering Forest Management This Fall
Leadership of the Indiana General Assembly assigned
an interim study committee on Agriculture and Natural
Resources, made up of 14 legislators, to study “management
options for state forest land.” They will be meeting in
October to hear reports and testimony on the future
direction of state forests. IFWOA has prepared a written
statement and testimony for that hearing. The results
of that committee may impact legislation in the 2020
legislative session.
As you see above, there are numerous challenges to
forest management, and we will continue to support the
right to practice forestry in the state, providing input on
committees, to planning processes, and comments as
opportunities arise. We urge you to develop a relationship
with your local legislators and share with them your story
about woodland stewardship.

www.ifwoa.org
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It’s Auction Time Once Again
With the upcoming annual IFWOA meeting, one of the most
entertaining and fun parts of that gathering is seeing what
the Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation (IFEF) auctions
have to offer. The Silent Auction
begins on Saturday morning
(with many items arriving Friday
evening) and runs through midafternoon. This is a great place
to shop for gifts for family and
friends—after all, the holidays
are fast approaching. It’s also fun
trying to outbid your competitors!
There is always a very wide range
of items available, and you would
be hard pressed to not find
something you like.

sprayers, safety equipment, etc. And, this auction helps
with the digestive system, because after all, who doesn’t
get a good belly laugh when our fabulous auctioneer—
Luther Eberly—begins his
appeals for all of us to open our
wallets and checkbooks
to support the IFEF. This man
makes parting with our money
so much fun!

All monies raised at the auctions
help support the Indiana Forestry
Educational Foundation in
providing educational programs
throughout the year including
support of the IFWOA annual
meeting and the small grants
IFEF
trustees
Pete
Halstead
and
Gerry
Long
share
one
The Silent Auction on Saturday
program to other partner
of the beautiful handmade items at the live auction.
evening following the IFWOA
organizations. If you have
banquet and awards ceremony
something to bring to the auction
generally has the nicer items—very often handmade
or questions about the auction, contact Liz Jackson at (765)
wooden items along with lots of useful things like backpack
583-3501 or jackson@purdue.edu.
Janet Eger, Auction Chair

8

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Bill Herrick has a variety of interests on his 125-acre
property, which has led to a variety of management
techniques and habitats for us to see on our Friday,
November 1 field tour near Turkey Run State Park. Since
acquiring the property in 1993, he has planted 22,000
trees, including a 4000 walnut tree plantation.

He has completed TSI projects approximately every 10
years and is working to combat especially Autumn olive
invasions. Another interest is to protect the property
from future development. He has a conservation
easement on the property where he collaborated with
Central Indiana Land Trust (CILTI).

Bill has focused on wildlife areas – including food
plots, 250 fruit trees, and wetlands to attract deer. He
especially likes sharing the property with friends and
family, hiking and deer hunting.

The Herrick property and Bill’s efforts have been
recognized with IFWOA Charles Deam stewardship
award nominations in 2012 and 2016, and he was the
Sycamore Trails RC&D stewardship award winner in
2013.

He has also focused on timber production and value,
through his efforts to restore a large 15-acre open, low
quality area of his property back to high valued species.
That area was overgrown with mostly locust and a 10foot high wall of multi-flora rose. He planted 1300 oak,
walnut and cherry trees in this area and is intensively
managing that plantation to ensure success.

Forestry Educational Program
Grants Now Available
The Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation (IFEF) is
pleased to announce the availability of competitive grant
funds for local organizations to help educate and inform
woodland owners and/or the public about forestry, woodland
management and other Indiana forestry related topics, with a
special interest this year on young forest projects.
If you are a member of an organization that might be
interested in offering educational programs or products,
please consider this applying for this program. The
opportunity for award of IFEF grants, which are available
as $500.00 awards, or up to $1000 awards for young forest
projects, is available. Applications are being accepted through
October 6 for 2020 projects. View the application process at
www.ifwoa.org.
2018 granted education projects included five projects
for $2500 total. They included a landowner workshop on
forests and wildlife, a field day on encouraging woodland
regeneration, and a video project on young forests. Other past
projects have funded Nature Daze field days in Brown County,
Invasive species education materials in Dubois County, and
forestry field days in several counties around the state. We
will hear more about these projects and their impacts at the
annual meeting.

2019 Woodland Owner Conference and IFWOA Annual Meeting

November 1st Field Tour to Highlight Parke County Property

We look forward to visiting the property in November
– with the variety of activities he has ongoing, we
will surely pick up several ideas useful on our own
properties. See the schedule on pages 10-11.

Sponsorships Available for
Annual Meeting
IFWOA relies on meeting sponsorships to help cover
our costs and give you the best meeting possible.
Please consider sponsoring an event:
$150 sponsors

Saturday kids program

$300 sponsors

Friday lunch (partial) or breaks

$400 sponsors

Saturday afternoon break

$500 sponsors

Friday reception

$1200 sponsors

Friday or Saturday lunch

Hotel Reservations
RESERVE NOW!
Call the Turkey Run Inn in Turkey Run State Park at 1-877563-4371 by September 30 for the special rate. A block of
rooms is available for $70 and $80 + tax, ask for the 1031IF
group.

www.ifwoa.org
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Indiana Woodland Owner Conference
Natural Connections • 2019 Meeting Highlights

2019 Woodland Owner Conference and IFWOA Annual Meeting

Friday November 1st Program Summary
Friday’s tours coordinated with the generous support of
Indiana Tree Farm Committee.

travel on their own to meet at the property at 6271 E 950 N,
Marshall, IN.

Herrick property tour (9:45 – 11:30 AM) • Join landowner
Bill Herrick and resource professionals to learn about his
efforts to provide habitat for wildlife. We will learn about
ways to monitor wildlife, including trail cameras and scent
stations, and explore some wildlife habitat management ideas,
including food plots and water features. Meet at the Turkey
Run State Park lot to carpool, leaving at 9:45 to property, and
later a provided lunch.

Alternate afternoon program: Nature walk at Turkey Run
State Park (2:00 – 3:30 PM) • Join the park naturalist for a
nature walk to hear about the history of the park and see
some old trees. Travel on your own to meet at the Turkey Run
Nature Center for this alternate afternoon program.

Herrick property tour (1 – 3:30 PM) • This property is
managed for a variety of landowner objectives including
wildlife and timber production. Topics will include forest
restoration plantings to create a mixed hardwood future forest,
native timber management, invasive species control, and
conservation easements. Those attending the morning tour
will carpool from lunch, those attending afternoon only will

Friday evening activities • After the tours, enjoy dinner
on your own. Attendees new to the meeting, to woodland
ownership, or to IFWOA are invited to have dinner with board
members and foresters to get acquainted before the meeting.
After dinner, enjoy dessert and drinks with us to meet fellow
woodland owners and preview the silent auction. After
dessert, we will have a program on native pollinators. After the
program, there will be a bonfire behind the lodge for those
interested in further conversation.

Saturday November 2nd Program Summary
Kid’s program (9 AM – 4 PM) • Drop off your kids or grandkids
(ages 5 & up) for some fun supervised activities.
Indiana Division of Forestry update • Jack Seifert, state
forester. Our state forester will discuss ongoing division activities
including the new 10-year Statewide Forest Action Plan and the
5-year Division of Forestry strategic plan, plus the private lands
program.
Estate planning • Rod Ray, Attorney, Truitt Ray Law. Estate
planning is a necessary part of ensuring that your property and
its value are protected for the next generation. Rod will briefly
discuss wills, transfers, and other means of property transfer.
Spring wildflowers of Indiana • Phil Cox, Purdue Extension,
Vigo County. Whether you have your own woods or visit a
State Park or Forest, Nature Preserve, or other well-managed
woodlands, Indiana’s spring wildflower show is something
that everyone should get out and enjoy. At this session, learn
botanical characteristics, as well as other interesting details, to
identify many common Indiana ephemeral wildflowers next
spring.
Oak regeneration on nature preserves • Tom Swinford,
Indiana DNR. Indiana Division of Nature Preserves manages
for special habitats and rare and endangered species. Tom will
discuss management activities they are using to successfully
regenerate oak and ensure future success of these special
places.
NRCS landowner assistance program updates • Brian Kruse,
Indiana NRCS forester. The 2018 Farm Bill created program
changes and opportunities for woodland owners. Brian will give
us status of those changes and tell how to sign up for cost share
for woodland management activities.
Educational programs of IN Forestry Educational
Foundation • Anna Deahl, IFEF vice president and trustee. Our
sister organization, IFEF, is successfully providing educational
programs for woodland owners, teachers, and the public. Anna
will update on these efforts.
Planning and maintaining an effective tree planting • Lenny
Farlee, Purdue Forestry Extension Specialist. Planting trees is not
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difficult, but improving the survival and quality of those trees
can be encouraged with proper planning and maintenance
practices.
Forest inventory programs & results • Joey Gallion, IN DNR
Division of Forestry. The Indiana Division of Forestry inventories
and monitors all forests of Indiana to evaluate health and
productivity and watch for changes. We will learn about that
data collection and some of the recent trends.
It’s expensive! Should we really worry about invasive plants?
• Dawn Slack, Project Coordinator, Indiana Invasives Initiative,
SICIM and Director of Stewardship, The Nature Conservancy. The
cost and time to manage invasive plants are great. So is it worth
our time to put forth so much effort? What’s actually at stake if
you chose not to manage invasive plants on your property? Join
us for a discussion on the pros and cons of managing invasive
plants, how and where to begin managing, and what resources
are available.
Controlling deer and other wildlife damage to trees • Brian
MacGowan, Purdue wildlife extension specialist. Regenerating
trees in both plantations and natural stands present many
challenges to landowners. Perhaps chief among those is
mortality and reduced growth cause by wildlife damage. Hear
techniques and strategies that landowners can implement to
reduce damage to young trees caused by white-tailed deer and
other wildlife species.
Tree ID walk in the woods • Lenny Farlee, Purdue Forestry
Extension Specialist. Join Lenny on a short walk around the inn
to ID trees by their bark and twigs.
Policy discussion • Liz Jackson IFWOA Executive Director. Liz
will review some of the recent and upcoming national and state
policy issues affecting private woodland owners.
Additional Optional Activities include: Saturday afternoon
craft activity; Planetarium program at Turkey Run nature center;
Evening awards banquet and live auction to benefit IFEF
Sponsored by the Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners
Association, Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation and Indiana
Tree Farm Committee

2019 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference

9:45 – 11:45 AM

Morning landowner property tour. Meet at Turkey Run Inn parking lot to carpool.

11:45 – 12:30

Lunch (provided)

1 PM – 3:30 PM

Afternoon landowner property tour. Meet at the property at 6271 E 950 N, Marshall, IN.

2:00 – 3:30 PM

Alternate program: Turkey Run State Park nature hike. Meet at park nature center.

4:00 PM

Registration desk opens in main lobby

4:00 – 6:30

Dinner on your own. New landowners or first time attendees meet at the registration desk at 5:30
for optional dinner with board members.

5:00 – 6:45

Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation board meeting (guests welcome)

6:30 – 7:00

Dessert reception (Lusk Room)

7:00 – 8:00

Evening program: Native Pollinators – John Scott Foster, Hamilton County Parks

8:00 – 8:30

Bonfire (optional, outside Inn)

2019 Woodland Owner Conference and IFWOA Annual Meeting

Natural Connections • November 1-2 • Turkey Run State Park
Friday, November 1st

Saturday, November 2nd
7 – 8:15 AM

IFWOA Board of Directors meeting (guests welcome)

8:30

Registration desk and Silent Auction open

9:00 – 4:00

Kids program

9:00

Welcome

9:10 – 9:55

Indiana Division of Forestry update – John Seifert, Indiana DNR

9:55 – 10:05

Rotation

10:05 – 10:40

• Estate planning – Rod Ray
• Spring wildflowers of Indiana – Phil Cox
Rotation/break

10:40 – 10:50

11:25 – 12:40

• Oak regeneration on nature preserves- Tom Swinford
• NRCS landowner assistance program updates- Brian Kruse
Lunch

12:40 – 1:00

Educational programs of IN Forestry Educational Foundation – Anna Deahl

12:40 – 1:45

Optional crafts activity, Dogwood Room

1:00 – 1:10

Rotation

1:10 – 1:45

•
•

1:45 – 2:45

Alternate planetarium program at Nature Center

1:45 – 1:55

Rotation

1:55 – 2:30

•
•

1:55 – 2:30

Alternate program: Tree ID walk in woods- Farlee (meet outside doors by Lusk room)

2:30 – 2:45

Rotation/break

2:45 – 3:15

IFWOA and IFEF Business Meeting

3:10

Silent Auction closes

3:15 – 3:45

Policy update - Liz Jackson, IFWOA

3:45 – 4:00

Silent auction winners announced/exhibits close

5:15 – 5:45

Social time with cash bar, live auction items displayed

5:45 – 8:00

IFWOA Awards Banquet and IFEF Live Auction

10:50 – 11:25

Planning & maintaining an effective tree planting – Lenny Farlee
Forest inventory programs & results- Joey Gallion

It’s expensive! Should we really worry about invasive plants? – Dawn Slack
Controlling deer and other wildlife damage to trees - Brian MacGowan
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Agenda may be subject to change. See www.ifwoa.org/events for updates.

Division of Forestry Seeks Input on Strategic Plans
The Division of Forestry is currently working on two
strategic plans, the 10-year Statewide Forest Assessment
and Strategy Update, and the 5-year Division of Forestry
strategy plan, that will be updated for 2020. Indiana
Forestry & Woodland Owners Association has participated
in each planning process in the past and is currently
participating in these processes. The plan drafts are not
yet available but expected before the end of 2019. Later
this fall there will be opportunities for public comment via
email, mail, or at public meetings, dates to be determined.
Those meetings will be posted on www.ifwoa.org/events
and emailed to IFWOA members.

2020 Statewide Forest Assessment &
Strategy Update
The Indiana Forest Action Plan is a 10-year strategic
plan and assessment for the Indiana forest conservation
community, our natural resource partners, land stewards
and conservationists. It encompasses all of Indiana’s
approximately 5 million acres of statewide forest
ownerships, including public and private, rural and urban.
Its purpose is to identify shared goals and priorities that
enable the leveraging of scarce funding toward impactful,
landscape-scale forest conservation and desired future
conditions.

The Forest Action Plan provides an analysis of forest
conditions and trends, identifies strategies to ensure healthy
trees and forests into the future, and delineates priority
forest landscape areas. It offers long-term strategies to
address threats to forest resources in the state, consistent
with national priorities and meeting federal requirements.
The 2020 Forest Action Plan is being developed by the
Indiana Division of Forestry, which is coordinating with the
Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee, State Technical
Committee, DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife, Hoosier National
Forest and other partners. The 2020 Forest Action Plan will
update the 2010 Statewide Forest Assessment & Strategy.
For more information about the Forest Action Plan or to be
included in updates about this topic, please email: FAP@dnr.
IN.gov or call 317-232-4105.

2020-2024 Division of Forestry Strategic
Plan
While the 10-year Statewide Plan considers all forests of
the state and addresses threats across the landscape in all
ownerships, the 5-year strategic plan considers the activities
of the Division itself. This plan will include goals for the state
properties section, private forestlands program section,
nursery, fire, and other programs of the division.

Indiana Division of Nature Preserves: Protecting our Natural Areas
Over 50 years ago, the Indiana General Assembly passed
the Nature Preserves Act. This legislation created the Division
of Nature Preserves and established a way for the DNR and
partners to acquire, protect, and manage areas of natural
significance for future generations. It also gave state-dedicated
nature preserves the highest level of protection that land in
Indiana can have. They are protected in perpetuity.
Nature preserves have protected prairies, savannas, forests,
flatwoods, cypress swamps, bogs, fens, lakes, marshes, glades,
cliffs and caves. Sites range from a single acre to 1,608 acres.
Many are open to the public for hiking and wildlife watching.
The Nature Preserve system is administered by the Division of
Nature Preserves (DNP). DNP is charged with insuring that the
natural qualities of preserves are protected. This may include:
•
•
•
•
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Prescribed burning
Removing non-native plants
Other management provided for in the Master Plan
Maintaining boundaries and trails

There are more than 280 dedicated nature preserves,
protecting over 53,000 acres. There are nature preserves in 70
of Indiana’s 92 counties. They are owned and managed by 46
different entities, including the DNR, land trusts, colleges, and
local park departments.
Since the Division was established, staff have worked with
partners to catalog Indiana’s plants, animals and natural areas,
striving for a system of preserves that includes examples of all
natural areas and rare species habitat. At least one example
of almost every type of the 61 natural communities found
in Indiana at the time of settlement is included in the nature
preserve system. Ninety percent of the 416 plants considered
endangered, threatened, or rare have viable populations in
Indiana nature preserves.
Consider visiting a local nature preserve to see these special
sites firsthand, here is a list of those preserves open to
the public: https://www.in.gov/dnr/naturepreserve/4698.
htm. Source: Indiana DNR website, https://www.in.gov/dnr/
naturepreserve/.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Forest Resources of the United States, 2017
A Technical Document Supporting the Forest Service 2020 RPA Assessment
National Highlights
• Forest and woodland area in the United States has
plateaued at 823 million acres following decades of
expansion. Forest land area alone occupies 766 million acres.
Together, forest and woodlands comprise over one-third of
the U.S. landscape and contain 1 trillion cubic feet of wood
volume—enough wood to fill the Great Pyramid of Giza 12
times.
• Although forest and woodland area totals remain stable,
changes have occurred at regional and local scales, often
in dynamic ways not reflected by summed acreages. For
example, the road network in the United States has grown
so that any person can now travel will within one mile of
over 88 percent of coniferous forest land and 97 percent of
deciduous forest land, rendering all but the most remote
forests accessible to humans.
• While forest land is becoming more accessible to people
and 67 percent of forest land is legally available for harvest
activities, tree cutting and removal occurs on less than 2
percent of forest land per year. Contrast that with the nearly
3 percent disturbed annually by natural events like insects,
disease, and fire.
• Wildfire, insects, and disease are among the biggest threats
to forests and woodlands in the nation. Low harvest rates,
aging forests, mortality from insect and disease infestations,
and extreme weather events have combined to create
conditions that facilitate wildfire.
• The five most damaging insect and disease agents,
nationwide, include mountain pine beetle, spruce beetle, fir
engraver, western pine beetle, and five-needle pine decline.
Since 2012, mountain pine beetle damage increased by 1.1
million acres yearly.
• While average annual mortality rates have increased
nationwide over the last decade, mortality rates in the
Rocky Mountains have doubled in that same timeframe
as continuous drought, pine beetle events, and wildfires
continue to plague the region. The heavy mortality rates are
reflected in declining softwood volumes in the West.
• Nonnative invasive plants continue to impact native forests
and woodlands. Tallow-tree is now the most commonly
observed nonnative invasive tree on forest land in the
United States, with an estimated volume of 457 million cubic
feet. Replacement of native species with nonnative invasive
trees can impact regeneration, soil chemistry, and habitat
availability, as well as replacing unique landscape features
like coastal prairies with monocultures of nonnative forest.

• Disturbances and changing conditions on forested land
are reflected in changes in tree species composition and
distribution. Red maple, a species that responds positively
to disturbances, is now the most numerous tree in the
conterminous United States with a population estimate of
25 billion trees.
• Forest industry in the United States comprises 17 percent
of global roundwood production, and the Nation has the
highest intensity of industrial roundwood consumption
per capita. The impact of the 2007 recession on wood
product demand is still reflected in inventory data, with a 19
percent decline in Southern timber removals between 2006
and 2016. However, that trend should reverse as housing
markets continue to recover.
• Bioenergy is an increasingly important industrial forest
product. Wood energy accounts for 20 percent of all
renewable energy and 41 percent of all bioenergy in 2016.
Most of the wood energy that was used was manufactured
by the wood products industry. In fact, the United States
accounts for 26 percent total wood pellet production
worldwide.
• Wood-processing facilities generated 4 million tons of mill
residue in 2016, 99 percent of which was used for either fuel
or fiber products like pulp and paper.
• The value of trees outside of forests continues to grow in
importance as economic and public health data show that
trees in the urban setting can reduce energy use for heating
and cooling by $5.4 billion annually while producing 67
million tons of oxygen per year and sequestering 37 million
tons of carbon.
• Nonwood forest products remain important to local
economies and native peoples. Maple syrup, for example,
contributes over $100 million to the economy of producing
States, and American ginseng harvest values range from $18
to $36 million.
• Native peoples have sovereignty over more than 2 million
acres of land. Over 300 Tribes manage forest land using a
Forest Management Plan developed in coordination with
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
• National Forests, administered by the U.S. Forest Service,
account for 35 percent of reserved forest land area,
nationwide. Tree removals for products, fire management,
and land-use changes on national forests are very low and
consume only 0.2 percent of standing volume on average,
annually.
continued on page 15
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Hoosier National Forest Partners with American Forests for
Oak Regeneration
Bedford, Ind. — The Hoosier National Forest conducted a
700 acre prescribed fire in Perry County, dubbed the Jeffries
Burn, in April, 2019. A prescribed fire is a fairly typical event
on the forest in fall and spring, however this particular burn
was unique. In fact, 500 acres of it was the very first prescribed
fire for oak regeneration that American
Forests has ever provided funding for
and it was conducted as a national
pilot for similar projects in the future.
The Jeffries Burn was a reforestation
cost-share partnership between the
USDA Forest Service, a federal agency,
and the non-profit American Forests.
Each organization contributed $15,000
to fund personnel, equipment and a
helicopter specially equipped for aerial
ignition.

American Forests is a steering committee member of the
White Oak Initiative. The initiative is working with conservation
groups, landowners, the forest products industry, foresters and
government agencies to sustain the benefits that white oak
provides society. American Forests is working with partners
like the Independent Stave Company,
a family-owned cooperage company
crafting whiskey and wine barrels, to
establish an Oak Restoration Fund that
has been used to implement a suite
of restoration projects that sustain
the environmental, economic and
social benefits provided by oak forests.
Projects include tree planting, former
mine land restoration, forest health
treatments, and promotion of natural
regeneration.

Across the Eastern United States, oak
Past experience has shown that
forests have sustained us and shaped
prescribed burning can release
our way of life. Oaks are not only
approximately 1,000 trees per acre, so
invaluable trees to wildlife, providing
it was estimated as many as 500,000
food and shelter to hundreds of species,
oak and hickory sprouts may result
they are also one of the most valuable
at this site from this treatment. Data
woods for making furniture, flooring
collected three months after the burn
and other wood products, and support Oak has resprouted and is thriving just a few
resulted in nearly 1.2 million oak and
months
after
the
prescribed
fire.
an important slice of the 2.4 million
hickory sprouts (see Figure 1). All
jobs in America’s forest products industry. Oaks are a dominant
of these were sprout origin oak and hickory that appeared
tree species throughout the eastern forest. Historically, they
to be in competitive positions at this stage post- burn. The
were sustained by natural disturbances and the use of fire by
Jeffries Burn site is part of an ongoing study by the Hoosier
Native Americans. But changing land uses and fire suppression
National Forest, U.S. Forest Service Northern Research
have made the future of oaks less certain. The survival of
Station, and Purdue University’s Department of Forestry and
oak seedlings is challenged in many places by too many
Natural Resources. The long-term, repeated measure study is
deer feeding on them, repeated pest invasions and lack of
comparing several active management methods (shelterwood
fires to reduce competition from other tree species. Active
harvest, thinning, herbicide treatment and prescribed fire) and
management, such as prescribed fire and timber harvest,
their results on oak reproduction.
mimic natural disturbance and is necessary to spur the next
Species
Trees per acre
Total Sprouts within
generation of oaks.
		
500 acre burn area
In the Hoosier National Forest, oak seedlings are present, but
White Oak
1,102
551,000
they often are outcompeted by shade tolerant species such as
Chestnut Oak
94
47,000
maple and beech, and will not become overstory trees without
Scarlet/Black Oak
891
445,500
a disturbance mechanism to allow them to receive sufficient
Hickory
281
140,500
sunlight. Research has shown that prescribed fire is not only
Total
2,368
1,184,000
highly effective at doing this, but it is also the most cost
Figure 1. Three months post-burn data was collected from thirtyeffective method to reduce competition. In a prescribed fire
two 1/750th acre regeneration plots. Sixteen plots were in areas
oak seedlings have the competitive advantage of being able to
that were recently harvested and sixteen plots were outside of the
resprout and put energy into shoot growth due to energy held
harvested areas. All plots were inside of the Jeffries burn boundary.
in reserve in their large root systems. Use of a helicopter for
aerial ignition of prescribed fire leads to a more intense fire as
For more information about the Hoosier National Forest see
it can be lit more quickly than fires lit by hand, thus reducing
their webpage at www.fs.usda.gov/Hoosier or on Facebook:
the competing trees more successfully.
www.facebook.com/HoosierNF/.
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Garlic Mustard Populations Likely to Decline
URBANA, Ill. – Invasive plants are often characterized as highly
aggressive, possessing the power to alter and even irreversibly
change the ecosystems they invade. But a University of Illinois
study shows that one such invader, garlic mustard (Alliaria
petiolata), actually becomes less aggressive over time.
“One of the things we’ve seen
over the last 20 to 30 years is that
garlic mustard becomes less of
an issue, and actually balances
out over time,” says University
of Illinois and USDA Agricultural
Research Service ecologist Adam
Davis.
When garlic mustard arrives
in a new location, it releases a
chemical known as sinigrin into
the soil. Sinigrin is toxic to other
plants and to the mycorrhizal
fungi community, which other
plants depend on to facilitate
uptake of certain nutrients and
water. Without their fungal
partners, and through direct
competition with growing garlic
mustard populations for physical space, native plants quickly
die out.
But when a garlic mustard population has been around for
awhile, it produces less sinigrin.
“There’s a fitness cost to producing sinigrin. So, when the
native competitors drop out, it makes sense for garlic mustard
to slow its production of this chemical,” Davis explains.
In demonstrating the relationship between competition,
an ecological phenomenon, and sinigrin production, an
evolutionary phenomenon, the research team provided the
first empirical example of a negative evolutionary feedback
on an invasive species. That is, as garlic mustard populations
become larger and more dense as a result of their superior
competitive advantage, natural selection begins to act against
the very mechanism that allowed for their initial success.
“Even though you might expect ecological processes to
influence genetic and evolutionary ones, it has been shown
very few times. It’s an unusual thing to quantify, and, as far as
we know, negative feedbacks haven’t been demonstrated for
other invaders,” Davis says.
If garlic mustard becomes less aggressive over time, should
landowners just leave it alone? Davis doesn’t recommend a
completely hands-off approach, but thinks landowners and
managers should take a more holistic view of the ecosystems
that garlic mustard invades.

“It may be satisfying to pull garlic mustard, but the damage
you’re doing to the herb layer by trampling it or by hosing
it down with a chemical is probably worse than the garlic
mustard itself. The main thing that creates space for garlic
mustard is repeated disturbance. Landowners should try to
minimize those disturbances
and promote a healthy forest
without micromanaging it,” Davis
suggests.
It might take decades to see
garlic mustard fade out after its
initial invasion, but Davis thinks
there’s reason to believe it will
happen. “Ultimately,” he says,
“our results tell us we should
have some faith in the ability of
the ecosystem to achieve a new
balance.”
The article, “Evolutionary
feedbacks on the ecology of the
invasive plant Alliaria petiolata,”
is published in Functional
Ecology.

Forest Resources continued from page 13
• Despite the low volume of wood extracted from
national forests, average annual net growth (calculated
as gross growth minus mortality) declined while average
annual mortality nearly doubled from 2006-2016. These
patterns reflect aging forests and combinations of
wildfire, drought, and insect infestations.
This report serves as a supporting document to the
Resources Planning Act Assessment by providing
information on the status, condition, and trends in the
Nation’s forest resources. The data in this report are
presented at a range of geographic scales, from Statelevel estimates to regional and national totals. Data tables
are also available as downloadable Excel files for custom
analyses by visiting the following website: https://www.fia.
fs.fed.us/ program-features/rpa/index.php.
Oswalt, Sonja N.; Smith, W. Brad; Miles, Patrick D.; Pugh, Scott A.,
coords. 2019. Forest Resources of the United States, 2017: a technical
document supporting the Forest Service 2020 RPA Assessment. Gen.
Tech. Rep. WO-97. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Forest Service, Washington Office. 223 p. https://doi.org/10.2737/
WO-GTR-97.
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Trees to Seas: Helping Nature Feed the Birds
By Mark Cheater
In a stand of trees on a snow-dusted western Maryland
ridgetop, Amanda Duren is talking about bird food. But it’s not
the relative merits of suet or sunflower seeds she’s discussing on
this bracingly cold January day— it’s caterpillars.
“Caterpillars are a hugely important food source for Cerulean
Warblers,” says Duren,The American Bird Conservancy’s (ABC’s)
Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture (AMJV) Habitat Delivery
Coordinator. Duren is referring to the sky-blue-backed songbirds
that return in spring to breed in Appalachian forests around
here. “Nestlings need protein to grow, and
caterpillars are one of the best sources of
protein. They make up more than half the
food brought to the nest.”
Duren stands next to Shannon Farrell,
a private lands forester with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
and Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
They are both here to check out a project
on private land that will help bolster
caterpillar populations for the declining
warbler and other insectivorous forest
birds, including the Kentucky Warbler,
Scarlet Tanager, and Yellow- billed Cuckoo.
Their goal: To work with the landowner to
restore insect-rich oak and hickory forests
Cerulean warbler
that once dominated sites like this.
“Caterpillars have evolved alongside our native plants so that
they can only eat a certain subset of host plants,” says Duren,
“and White Oaks host more caterpillars than any other species
of tree. Hickory is really high up there as well. From a bird-food
perspective, we want to encourage this shift back to an oakhickory-dominated forest.”
In places like this across the country, ABC partners with
government agencies, other conservation groups, private
landowners, and industry representatives to ensure carefully
managed habitats — and thus healthy food supplies— are
available for birds.
This work takes on many different forms, from restoring
Appalachian forests, to encouraging bird-friendly cattle grazing
on the Great Plains, to promoting sustainable fishing practices
on the high seas. While the overall goal is to help declining bird
species, the projects have many other benefits, aiding not only
other wildlife, but also frequently adding to local communities’
economic bottom lines.
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Spring seems like a distant dream on the frozen, windswept
ridgetop. In fact, the warblers. Duren, Farrell, and their
colleagues aim to help are wintering far away in northern South
America, plucking caterpillars from glossy leaves in forested
foothills of the Andes.
While the birds are away, chainsaws are at play. A logging crew
has nearly finished loading a long, staked truck trailer with
12-foot logs, ready to take to the nearby paper mill. Branches,
brush, and sawdust litter the ground, presided over by a stand
of remaining oaks, which reach into the cold blue sky.
How will tree cutting help this forest grow? “It seems
counterintuitive to use tree harvests to create old-growth forest
conditions, but that’s what we’re doing,” says Duren. “We’re
basically re-creating natural disturbances
like wildfires, windstorms, and gaps
caused by falling trees. We’re doing what
Mother Nature would have done over
200 years, but we’re doing it faster.” The
crew has removed maple and birch trees,
opening up the forest canopy to make
room for oak and hickory seedlings, which
need sunlight to grow.
Photo credit: USDA Forest Service Southern Research Station,
USDA Forest Service, SRS, Bugwood.org

By the acre or by the league, optimizing habitats can
boost birds’ diets, and local economies as well.

This Cerulean Warbler conservation work
is part of a collaborative effort among
AMJV and ABC, Maryland’s Department
of Natural Resources, Maryland Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Indiana
University of Pennsylvania, and the
Allegany Soil Conservation District —
working with the landowner and a local
paper company’s logging crew.

The aftermath of the morning’s work might not look pretty, but
soon— perhaps within a few growing seasons — this tract will
host a healthier population of caterpillars, and hopefully nesting
and foraging sites for birds currently wintering 2,000 miles south
of here.
Cerulean Warblers prefer to nest in large tracts of mature forest,
both in uplands and along river valleys and stream courses.
These habitats must have a mix of tall, leafy trees and sundappled openings in the canopy, helping the birds hide their
cup- shaped nests, while providing plenty of food.
Unfortunately, history has not been kind to the type of forests
Ceruleans favor. Most old-growth Appalachian forests were cut
more than two centuries ago, Farrell explains. Then, much of the
cleared land was tilled and turned to pasture or row crops.
Some forests re-grew, but landowners doused wildfires that
formerly created forest gaps, cut the large oaks and other
commercially valuable trees, and unwittingly or intentionally
introduced invasive exotic plants, animals, and diseases, many
of which spread rapidly, including devastating chestnut blight.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Generations of these practices — along with other challenges
such as the deer population explosion and, likely, climate
change — resulted in a dramatic shift in the composition of
remaining Appalachian forests.
Losing both mature forests in the East and Andean wintering
habitat to the south, the Cerulean Warbler population dropped
by about 70 percent over the past 50 years. The International
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) now lists the
species as Vulnerable, while the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) considers it a Species of Concern.
In the Appalachians and in the Central Hardwoods region, ABC
and its Joint Venture partners aim to improve Cerulean Warbler
habitat. Strategies vary by site. In some places, fencing keeps
deer from mowing down precious hardwood seedlings. At other
sites, herbicide applications may be necessary to keep invasive
plants like nonnative honeysuckles and Autumn Olive from
taking over the forest. And, over time, former surface mines are
being transformed from something like a moonscape back into
forest (see sidebar online).
At some of the same restoration sites, another declining warbler
benefits from boosted food supplies, only far sooner. The
Golden-winged Warbler overlaps with the Cerulean in much
of its breeding range, but nests in brush-and-thicket early
successional habitats. There, too, robust insect populations
are key. “I had one landowner say, ‘Oh, you’re not managing
for warblers, you’re managing for caterpillars.’ And he was 100
percent correct,” says ABC’s Golden-winged Warbler Private
Lands Coordinator Kevin Sheppard. Sheppard works with
private landowners in northern Minnesota, a state that provides
breeding grounds for roughly half of the remaining Goldenwinged Warbler population.
There are additional benefits to this forest restoration work.
Back in the Maryland forest, the collaborative effort will not only
produce more caterpillars for birds — the growing oaks will
also provide acorns, an important protein-rich food source for
more than 100 other wildlife species, including Wild Turkeys and
Black Bears. And the sustainably cut trees will provide a valuable
crop of greenbacks for the landowner, who will get paid for the
logs, but also will receive a cost-share payment from NRCS to
compensate for the value of the trees left behind.
“There are so many benefits to doing this type of management,”
says Duren. “The landowner sees benefits, we see benefits
not just for birds but all kinds of wildlife, and then the local
economic impact of having this paper company sourcing its
wood locally in a way that’s sustainable is really important, too.”
Editors note: This article originally appeared in the Spring 2019
issue of Bird Conservation magazine and this excerpt is being
reprinted with permission. See the article in its entirety with
additional information on grassland and ocean restoration
for birds at https://abcbirds.org/ISSUU/bird-conservationspring-2019/.

Message From the President
continued from page 3

seven generations. I suspect that some of the really rough
sites will be much better when the 1st generation of trees
passes in a century or two.
Bean ground is nicer on the hands when planting seedlings.
Corn stubble will cut you. Get the nutrients perfect using
the last year of row crops to cover that cost. Unless you
have a terrible seed bank you will be OK with no weed
control. In 2000 I planted into a field that had a huge seed
bank that grew massive 8 foot tall weeds by the end of
June. Lenny said to “Chillax.” I tried to mow but could not
keep on the rows. Now the weak areas are where I mowed
seedlings. The rest is just fine. Can not tell. Trees grow until
the end of June then they harden off. Unless they will be
taken down and smothered by massive weeds ( Crown
Vetch for example), relax. Poison hemlock is a different
story. It is up 5’ tall by the end of May. Seedlings may never
get light in that case. Planting into pastures requires killing
the sod. Remember to get professional help.
Since I have shifted to 5x6, 1000 per acre I hope to not have
trim hardly at all. Keep the tops of future crop trees singled
up and open to the sun at no less than 45 degrees. With
side competition they will self prune. Pick a crop tree every
15 - 20 feet on average. The rest are trainers. Wildlife likes
high value hardwoods as they produce food for them. You
will not live to see a financial return. You are only creating
habitat. Have I mentioned that before? Enjoy the critters.
They will love you even if they do not know you are the
creator of their home/ pantry.

Field Day Option after
IFWOA Annual Meeting
If you would like an chance to visit another field site
the weekend of the IFWOA annual meeting, on Sunday,
November 3 at 11:00 AM IFWOA president Raoul Moore
is providing a field tour at his property near I-74 and US
231 in Crawfordsville. The property is approximately 35
minutes northeast of the Turkey Run Inn. The tour will
include mixed hardwood plantings with lots of black
walnut in the 4”-10” diameter range. These trees are
ready for thinning and there will be a discussion on what
to thin. Meet at the cell tower at the intersection of 200
North just West of 175 East in Crawfordsville. Information
will be available at the annual meeting.

www.ifwoa.org
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Assistance Programs for Landowners: Indiana NRCS Update
In late 2018, Congress passed a new Farm Bill. The Farm Bill
and over 200 employees who work directly with farmers and
results were better than expected for programs and funding
landowners.
for conservation practices important to woodland owners. For
Liz Jackson, IFWOA executive director, is one of a few forestryone, this bill reauthorizes contract signups for the Conservation
related members who are part of the Indiana NRCS State
Reserve Program (CRP) and increases funding to that program
Technical Committee. We serve to represent forestry interests to
over 5 years. Most 2018 Farm Bill changes are not yet available,
the state and provide input on USDA conservation programs.
but many of these programs have continuous signups, so
See https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/in/home/ for
landowners are encouraged to visit their local NRCS office to
more Indiana NRCS news and program information on stop by
learn more and get started. The November annual meeting will
your local office.
include more information on program updates.
Indiana NRCS 2018 Annual Report AT A GLANCE: Investments on Private Lands
IFWOA welcomes Jerry Raynor as the
Contracts
Acres
Dollars
new Indiana State Conservationist as of
Wetland Reserve Easements
18
1,759
$8,500,000
July 2018. Jerry has had a long career in
the NRCS, most recently with Idaho and
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
1,023
135,509
$20,935,351
North Carolina. Jerry oversees 80 local
EQIP Conservation Stewardship Program
177
127,126
$1,443,465
service centers, four area offices, and eight
35
7,501
$770,629
conservation delivery teams across the state CSP Regional Conservation Partnership Program

Indiana Division of Forestry News
Retirements
This spring brought the retirement of assistant state forester
Dan Ernst, previously with the private lands programs, but
more recently in state forest management. He has written the
“Ask the Steward” column in the Indiana Woodland Steward
newsletter for many years. Dan had a long career with Indiana
DNR and we will miss his expertise. He is continuing his
involvement in Indiana forestry as a board member for Indiana
Forestry Educational Foundation, among other interests.
Steve Winicker, formerly of district 1 in north central Indiana,
also retired in 2019. Both Steve and Dan had decades-long
careers in the Division of Forestry and their expertise will be
missed. We wish them all the best.

Gary Gretter Passes Away
The Indiana Division of Forestry announced that Gary Gretter
lost his battle with cancer in April. The Licensing Forester from
1996 through 2006, Gary Gretter was well known throughout
the Forest Products Community of Indiana. He worked helping
many loggers with utilization studies and other programs
in the 80’s and 90’s, he coordinated the first logger training
sessions in Indiana starting in the late 80’s, and retired as the
Timber Buyer Licensing Forester in 2006. He always gave 100%
in his work and he genuinely cared for all the people he met
and worked with. Gary’s family had a memorial service in
Alexandria, VA and he will be buried at Arlington Cemetery
sometime late summer or early fall since he was a retired
Marine Lieutenant Colonel and a Vietnam Veteran.
Gary was a good man, a great supporter of Forestry in Indiana,
and had a great impact on the industry moving into the
future. The Gretter family thanks everyone for remembering
Gary through donations in his name to the Indiana Forestry
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Educational Foundation (IFEF), which is a 501(c) 3 organization
and can be tax deductible. Make the check to IFEF/PLT and
send donations to: IFEF Treasurer 1007 North 725 West West
Lafayette, IN 47906-9431. We thank the Gretter family and
donors for their generosity to IFEF.

Welcome Two New District Foresters
Travis Dunn, District 11: Travis began with the Division of
Reclamation in fall 2017 as a project manager. In fall 2018
he transferred to the Division of Forestry to become the
district forester for District 11. He graduated from Vincennes
University in 2012 with an associate’s degree in Forestry/
Conservation. He graduated from Purdue University in 2014
with a bachelor’s degree in Forestry.
Zach Musser, District 13: Zach began working with the
Division of Forestry in the summer of 2015 as an Intermittent
Forester, working on inventory and management guides
for Yellowwood and Morgan-Monroe State Forests. After
graduating from Purdue University in 2016 with a degree in
Forestry, he worked with a Consulting Forester doing active
forest management in Southern Indiana. In 2018 he began
working as the District Forester for District 13.

Returning District Forester: Don Duncan
Don began his career with the Division of Forestry as a
summer student inspecting Classified Forests in 1974. In 1975,
after completing a degree in Forest Management from Purdue,
he joined the staff full time assisting forest landowners. In 1980
Don became Property Manager at Yellowwood State Forest, a
position he held for 14 years. In 1994 he began his Consulting
Forestry business and worked in that endeavor 25 years. Don
returned to the Division of Forestry 2019 as the District 6
Forester for Bartholomew and Decatur counties.

INDIANA FORESTRY AND WOODL AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Registration
2019 Indiana Woodland Owner Conference • November 1-2
Please register by October 25th, late registrations will be accepted. Register online at http://2019ifwoa.eventbrite.
com using your credit card or by sending this form and a check payable to “IFWOA” to the address below.
Member

Circle your registration selection

Nonmember

Full registration: Includes Friday tours/reception, Saturday lunch, program, breaks, social, and banquet.
Family rate (2 adults & up to 2 children)

$ 140/family

$ 150/family*

Individual rate

$ 85/person

$ 95/person*

OR choose a la carte registration:
Friday tour and/or evening events only
(Includes all day tours OR afternoon only choice of tours and optional evening reception)

Family rate (2 adults and up to 2 children)

$ 30/family

$ 30/family

Individual rate

$ 20/person

$ 20/person

Family rate (2 adults and up to 2 children)

$ 80/family

$ 90/family*

Individual rate

$ 50/person

$ 60/person*

Family rate (2 adults and up to 2 children)

$ 60/family

$ 60/family

Individual rate (children $20 each)

$ 35/person

$ 35/person

Saturday Day Program only:
Includes program, lunch, and breaks (excludes the banquet)

Banquet only:

Total enclosed		

$ _________________

* Nonmembers receive a one-year membership
____ Enter number attending Friday all day field tours (9:30 AM- 3:30 PM, lunch provided)
____ Enter number attending Friday afternoon only property tour (1-3:30 PM)
____ Enter number attending Friday afternoon only alternate state park walk (2-3:30 PM)
____ Enter number attending Saturday indoor day program
____ Enter number attending Saturday evening banquet
Name(s)______________________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________E-mail____________________________________
Names of other attendee(s):_____________________________________________________________________
o Note if you would like childcare on Saturday 9am-4pm, list ages _______________
o Note if this is your first IFWOA annual meeting
o Note if you have dietary or physical accommodation needs and we will call to confirm.
Mail registrations to: IFWOA, 1007 North 725 West, West Lafayette, IN 47906-9431
Call the Turkey Run Inn in Turkey Run State Park at 1-877-563-4371 by September 30 to reserve your room for $70 &
$80+ tax in the 1031IF block. Call today - rooms sell out quickly.
Questions? Call 765-583-3501, email ifwoa1@gmail.com or see www.ifwoa.org.

www.ifwoa.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
October 5
Walnut Council Field Day
Rush County
Call 765-583-3501 or
jackson@purdue.edu.
October 5
Learn to Burn Prescribed Fire
Workshop
Rockville, Parke County
9 AM- 2 PM
Register at learntoburnparkecounty.
eventbrite.com
October 8
Women’s Learning Circle
Woodland Management/Invasive
Species
Clinton/Carroll Counties
Camp Collom near Frankfort
RSVP to 765-659-1223 x 3.

October 12
Forestry Management Field Day
9 AM – Noon
French Lick, Orange County
Register at OCInvasives.org or
812-203-3033
October 12
Forestry Field day
Near Lamar, Spencer County
Call 812-482-1171 ext. 3446 for details.
October 15
Breakfast with a Forester
8:00 am - 9:30 am ET/7 am CT
American Table Restaurant, Warsaw
No RSVP required.

October 18
Grow Three Million!
10 am – Noon
Vallonia State Nursery, Jackson County
Learn how DoF nursery staff grow
3 MM trees/yr
No RSVP required
November 1-2
Annual Woodland Owner Conference
Turkey Run Inn, Marshall
www.ifwoa.org/events
November 19
Breakfast with a Forester
8:00 am - 9:30 am ET/7 am CT
Christos Family Dining, Plymouth
December 17
Breakfast with a Forester
8:00 am - 9:30 am ET/7 am CT
Gabriel’s Pancake House, Peru

